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EDITORIAL. 


To Our Reapess. 


Having inaugurated The Socialist Party of | 


Great Britain, we: find it indispensable that we 

should have a journal in which our views may 

beexpressed, =. | 
We venture, therefore, to place before you 

Tre SociaLisr SranpAgp, and trust that it will 

meet with your approval. 

-. In The,Se 


hope that our articles will always be finely 
phrased, bat we shall at least endeavour to lay 
, before you om every occasion a sane and sound 
pronouncement on all matters affecting the well- 
fare of the working class. we lack in 
refinement of style we shall good by the 
depth of our era and by the truth of our 
principles. =. / 

We shall, for the present, content ourselves 
with @ monthly igsue, but we are confident that 
the various demands upon us, by the quantity 
of matter at our die and by the growth of 
our party, will necessit4te in the near future, a 
weekly issue of our paper. 

In dealing with all questions affecting the 
welfare of the working-class our standpoint 
will be frankly revolutionary.. We shall show 
that the misery, the poverty, and the degrada- 
tion caused by capitalism grows far more rapidly 
than does the enacting of ‘palliative legislation 
for its removal. The adequate alleviation of 
these ills can be brought about only by a politi- 
cal party having Socialism for its object. So 
long as the powers of administration are con- 
trolled by the capitalist class so long can that 
class render nugatory any legislation they con- 
sider to unduly favour the workers. ~ 

We shall be pleased to consider any articles 
on Socialism and the working-class movement 
which may be submitted to us, and we also 
invite criticiam on any question that may be 
dealt with in these columns: We shall give a 
fair hearing to all sides on any question, and 
trust that our correspondence columns will be 
freely used. | 

In future numbers of Tae Soctatist Stanparp 
fresh features will -be introduced in order to 

rmake out paper the worthy organ of The Socialist 
‘Party of Great Britain; and so that members of 
either the Socialist or of the non-Socialist section 
of the: community, seeking for réliable inform- 
ation on Socialism in all its ramifications, will 

enever fail to find their requirements satisfied in 
our columns. Any “ea for the improve- 
ment of the paper which may be submifted will 
receive our serious consideration. - 

We invite your most merciless criticiam of our 
‘werk, but at the same time we sincerely trust 
that if THe Soctatist Stanparp meets with your 
approval you will do your utmost by recom- 
mending it to your friends to make it worthy of 
its name and of the Socialist movement. 

THe -EprrortaL ComMITTEE. 
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Secigl ; Party of Great Britain we are 
~gNl midmbers‘ef the working class, and cannot 
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THE INTERNATIONAL GONGRESS AT. 


AMSTERDAM. 
The Welcome to Delegates. 


[From “ Het Volk.’’] 
ComRADEs, 
Tue Netherlands Social-Democratic Party gives 
you a hearty welcome ! 

The Paris International Con of 1900 con- 
ferred upo the still young Dutch Party the 
honour of receiving the representatives of the 
world’s Socialist organisations in‘ 1904, and it is 
to Amsterdam that from all parts of the earth 
are flocking’ together the hundreds of men and 
women entrusted with the will of the millions of 
toilers, who carry the heavy burden of capi- 
talism . throughout the Earth’s length and 


The eyes of the entire conscious proletariat 
are now turned towards Amsterdam, where the 
roletarian f6rces are concentrated, bearing the 
Ppy message of a new and a better future. 
 The- organisstion of the class-war is: ‘now -the 


| principal. object.- But even through our strife 


itself the seeds are sown for the task of days to 
come, the organisation after the victory. 
To this twofold task of organising the strenu- 


‘ous battle, we are now fighting with all the | 


strength of our convictions, and of breaking the 
ground for the future society, which is neces- 
sanly germinating in the cesspool of unfettered 
capitalism, you are concentrating the labour of 
this coming week. 

Proletarian might and courage and _ self- 
relianee 


r 


| 


w up high out of the wealth of our | 


scientific researches, strengthened day by day / 


by the facts of capitalism itself. Proletar- 


ian forethought and prudence have to be obser- | 
ved by the masses, whose will and intentions | 
you represent, for many are the difficulties and | 


great is the responsibility when facing the task 
of choosing the ways and means. | | 


The Dutch Party, too, awaits your debates and | 


your decisions with keen interest. 


However | 


young we may be in the ranks of the Interna- | 
tional—within a few weeks we will celebrate the | 
tenth birthday of our party; and then, streng- | 
thened by the rules which the Congress will | 
have again laid down for the international life | 
and movement of the proletariat, we will pro- | 
mise each other earnestly and solemnly to carry | 


on the propaganda of our principles vith re- 
newed power until the victory is 


shall no less proclaim our unshatterable will 


| 


e 
\o hold high—above~ all. differences of opinion, ' literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 


which with us can and may be but temporary— | 


ited. And | 


that unity of action, without which the proleta- | 
riat can never excel in power its great and still | 
mighty enemy. In the prosperous growth of | 
our party nothing is more natural than difference | 


of opinion cencerning the means of action. But 


all exchange of thoughts about'such differences | 


must be governed by the earnest dedire ‘to find: 


on the basis of proletarian science and of prole- — 


tarian consciousness, the solution which shall 
‘ walrant unity of aetion. 

That shall be our firm resolve, when by and 
by we shall look back upon our labours of ten 
years and shall gather new strength for the 
times to come. 

In the far East capitalism is forcing the wor- 


kers of two great nations to fight each other in | 


[Montuiy, One Penny. 


bloody battles. In the colonies it wages its ex- 
terminating wars to gain ever larger fields for its 
insatiable lust of exploitation. In the industrial 
countries it lays like a leaden burden upon the 
working classes. In the agricultural districts 
it fosters as much as possible the ignorance and 
the unconsciousness of the toiling masses. 

Against this irresponsible power we direct our 

forces, whose war-cry is—Organisation and 
Unity ! 
And the serrying of our ranks is now of greater 
importance than ever, where the churches are of 
late openly using their influence solely on be- 
half of capitalism. Bearers of Christian love 
and charity, as they call themselves, they throw 
the ethics of Christianity to the dogs, and freely 
accept the ethics of capitalism. 

This we experience even in our country, and 
we arm ourselves furmidably for this new form of 
old battle. 

Your discussions will strengthen our power. 
We are happy to see you in our midst, and 
we give you a hearty welcome ! 


— 


THE - SOCIALIST - PARTY OF GREAT. 
BRITAIN. ~ © 


OFFICIAL NOTICE. 

The General Meeting of the Socialist Party of 
Great Britain will be held at the Communist 
Club, 107, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square, Lon- 
don, W., on Sunday, 18th September, 1904, 
commencing at 9.30 a.m. 

The following Preliminary Agenda has been . 
arranged : 

Election of Chairman. 
Appointment of Stewards. 
Election of Standing Orders Committee. 
Report of the Executive Committee. 
Party Organ. 
Rules. 
Report of Delegates to the International 
Socialist Congress, Amsterdam. 
Party Emblem. 
Premises. 
Election of General Secretary. 
Election of Treasurer.., 
Other business. 
On behalf of the Executive Committee, 
(Signed) C. LEHANE, 
Genl. Secretary. 


LITERATURE AGENGY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 


154, Ashmore Road. Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


a 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
Full particulars will be sent on application to J. 
Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington Square, London, W. 


At the council meeting of the Metropolitan 
Radical Federation held on Saturday, zoth 
August, Mr. Herbert Burrows was unanimously 
appointed delegate to the International Peace 
Congress at Boston, U.S.A., in September. 
He will, doubtless, prove an able representative 
of Radical principles. 
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the consideration the bbdies which form the 


trary to the opinion of Jaures, this ‘proposition 
is appheable; a#*'the same mannér-as ‘it is to 
Germany, to! Belgium, France, Holland, and all 
other countries! hratal 4 ni 1B ¢ tite, 
When Kautsky'‘and Singer drew | the Dres- 
den proposition ‘they ‘took iinto consideration not 
alone the cotiditions under which things éxist'in 
Germany, but*also certéin’ citeumstahtes- that 
ate inseparable from’ thé social ambient created 
by the system of capitalist production in ail'the 
countries whire it'teighs. © - 9" 4. 
 Jaures' pretends’ that ‘there’ is sich’ an ‘enot- 
mous rents eae Ree ani France 
that it is sbeolutely impoesible that ‘an’ Tht 
tional Corigréss»tould adopt’ rule of Socialist 
conduct ‘practised ' with ‘site in’ one’ Of ‘these 
nations 80 as to apply them’ to the‘othér.' Jaurds 
suffers ‘froma’ ‘error, because’ although ‘there 
are' differences ' bet ween A fe and Germany, 
they are not so great as he supposes. © 
Tamas point out ’that ini the'treatinent of this 
quéstion Idd ‘not ’ consider ‘it ‘froii 2 articuldi 
standpoint which the country’ where I live ‘sup- 
plies me wi standpoint. 
ALL NATIONS MAY SEE THEMSELVES 


TO NOW, SWITZ AS HOLLAN 
Troelstra (Holland): We-are not ill. 


Bebel: Y: ot, but x d be so to- 
morrow, and it is sottectet eae this hap- 
penim &- . ‘/ ite Sti se 

Two perfectly defined tendencies exist, in the 
German *Social-Democracy. The two were dis- 
cussed inthe Dresden Congress, and afterwards 
the proletariat decided'in favour of that one 
whith it considered as having best hit the mark. 
Once the subject was resolved upon, nobody 
has been found wanting in respect to what was 
agreed, nobody has produced disagreements in 
our great party. In France the situation is very 
different ; between Socialists there are serious 
disputes which do not exist in Germany. 

Jaures admits, like ourselves, the class war, 
and considers its antagonisms as irreducible ; 
but he also believes that the proletariat ought 
to work with the radical elements of the middle 
class, to ensure its own emancipation, if these 
elements lend themselves‘ to help them in their 
struggle for liberty. These word of Jaures en- 
close a censure for those who do not march in 
unison with the so-called “ progressive ” forces 
of the middle-class, since we spurn a means of 
serving the catise of the proletariat. 

The censure is not just; we avail ourselves 
of all means for. bettering the condition of our 
comrades ‘ thé ‘workers. We do not Spurn re 
forms; but what we do refuse, and that ‘in the 
most explicit manner, is the coming to an agree- 
ment of a permanent character with any fraction 
whatsoever of the middleclass, no matter by 
what name it may go. An agreement of this 
kind ¢gannot be of any eonsequence than to 


make Socialism responsible for the oppression | 


which the capitalists exercise over the masses of 
the working-class. Besides, this agreement 
would give rise to an error that being persevered 
in by the workers, would lead them to abandon 
the saving camp of Socialism to throw them- 


selves with closed eyes into the abyss of andr | 


chism. The policy adopted by the French So- 
cialist Party has had two effects: TO THROW 
FROM ITS BOSOM THE BEST ELEMENTS 
FOR THE FIGHT, the most self-denying, and 
give entrance to those who accept the attitude 
of this party in relation to the Minister Combes 
in order to reach high political posts. As you 


em in 1889. 


that was permitted 


an indivi ht whic 
i" nistrvy tng 


ynenn od met pore it(4900 the ane 


of the same an 


in the 


inst the cynic- 
ism of those governors-that eall themselves “ de- 


haise demonstration, I must 


ss a. m= 9 


of 1) ¢ ART 
: +s September 3rd,’ 1g 


bd? They ans area ths he . 


Zs weedy im be Qin i Bo A 
AERA AMAR REE 


ts were mystified, introducing 
division into the spngs of the wo 


i. te D z 4 $5 ih wey, = 
pub fe and national prosperity 
has nothing to Ory France - on 


of Ae BIS. 


n whatever, and in (termar 


Although it may appear Strange, on. account 
. . T F the : 


of hat nom eng of nF 

i8 an arm wad LS idl indime 

Dewat belhguowaccompiaes in tit 
nothing worthy of ota ill hae fea Loa 


| sense. 


state that the Congress!had: already concluded | 


its tasks. 


Bebel: 'That.is true, but it does not matter ;.the 
delegates who were still in Paris and the French 
Socialist | Party .ought/to, have formulated ‘that 


protest... fogits ‘ tH. “tj anys : iT‘si 
._ Jaurea, in order % - explain, bis. reasoning .on 
to divert of prtenadinae should. 

plied in 


ours, ;;Yon Jmperialist regime, 
Ww the igune to. which we,are.subject is,the 
Républiesn,” Phe. observation is correct.,..-We 
must confess that did it d 


ther ins 


mans: You, cannot compare your situation with 
{ton hve, under, an. 


END | the 


Monarch 


| whate 


8 how 
| precocity, I ask . Jaures.: 
fe is it possible to explain that a Government 
which proceeds in this jpanner has, included 
+ amongst its number. an individual Socialist, 
| and now has the aid of a Parliamentary :ninority ? 
| The exterior clothing with which the Monar- 
| chy clothes itself does not hide its. pretentions. 
| At first sight all of us know what a Government 
_ of the capitalist clags symbolises. Nevertheless, 
| Sometimes conscience. pricks, and abandoning 
| being, logical with: itself, realises acts of justice 
| to the workers, which injure the masters. 

The bourgeois Republic decks itself out in: 
raiment which cajoles the masses, lulls: them 
| with fine words, makes them promises which. 
| are on the lips but not in the heart, and this 
acts.so that later, when, workmen are assassina- 
| ted in Chalons-sur-Marne, in France ;. in, Colo- 
rado of the U.S.A. ; or in Vale, of Switzerland, 
| the cynicism, the shamelessness and criminality, 
of these actions appear in greater relief. As 
| you can observe, there is not the difference that 
| Jaures establishes between the Monarchy and 
| the Republic. And this, I say, in reference 
| to the economic system, takes place as well with 
| militarism, clericalism, and other problems, 
After acts such as those I have related do.not 
| be astonished that ] deduce that there is an AB- 
| SOLUTE INCOMPATABILITY)F THE OF- 
| FICE OF MINISTER TO:'A CAPITALIST 
GOVERNMENT WITH THE CHARACTER 
_OF A MILITANT SOCIALIST. ; 
The force of working-class emancipation has 
| taken root in the class-consciousness that the 
workers possess. J remember very well when 
on a certain occasion Marx and Engels were 
| asked how was it that England being a country 
| where industry was so developed and having so 
| liberal and progressive a Government, how was 
it that under such conditions Socialism was $0 


that, be-ap- 
France,and, in Germany, tella.us,,Ger- 


upon; everyone who knows us ’ will 
true, that ‘we do not attempt: to 
pose.an opinion, but 


one capable of 
ay’s labour—the 

expropriation of thé dominant class. | 

s = 4 az 23s f I . 

THE ‘STAGE OF ‘THE WAGE-SLAVE MARKET. 
THE Board of Trade-returns show that #maploy- 
ment in July was worse than in June As com- 
pared with a year ago a general decline is 
shown. In the 2% trades unions; with ‘an ag- 
te membership of 568,272 making returns, 
494 (or 6°1 per cent.) were_ reported as un- 


| employed at the end of July, ag compared with 
_9°9 per cent. a month earlier, and 4°9 


cent. in 
July, 1903. The mean percentage of unem loyed 
returned at the end of June during the ten 
yeats 1894-1903 was 3°8. : 

The returns also ‘show a net decrease in the 
average rate of wages. of a limited number of 
workpeople for whom returns are available of 
about 6d. per wéek per head. This myst mean. 
a net loss to the workers of at least. £200, 
per week, if the mass of the unorganised wor- 
kers are in as bad a position as the Trade Union 
members making returns. 

As Lord Stalbridge, presiding at the annual 
meeting of the London and North-Western 
Railway Company, estimated the loss of that 
one kine as about £21,000 during the Easter 
and Whitsuntide holidays alone—“ principally 
owing to the d dd spending power of the 
workers ”—-this rough’'calculation seems not un- | 
likely to.be near the.mark. This is the loss of 
the “lucky” workers, who remain in work. 
Add to this the total loss of wages of, at least, 
half-a-million unemployed’ wage-slaves—and. 
then, hurrah (!) for the senseless “system” of 
Capitalism, which involves all this unnecessary 
waste and misery. | aig 

0% pelt 


The real wage of the worker as measured type.2- 


- 


its purchasing power has, since 1900, been re" 
duced by 10 per cent. ae 


a 


September 3rd, 1904. 
a 


THE,,. INTERNATIONAL... SOCIALIST. 


Spice. will not permit a full report of the 
seven day's, proceedinys of the Amsterdam Con- 
gress, bus.im later issues of our paper we shall, 
no ‘doubt;‘be enabled to deal more fully with 
some of she points raised. ) 
_,[hys was the sixth International Congress and 
was attended by 482 delegates—Great Britain 
with 1op and France with 98 sending the largest 
delegations.’ Congress had already opened mes 
the majority of the Britishers reached Amsterdant 
on Sunday, with Van Kol (Dutch)ias: President 
and Plekhdnoff (Russian) and’ Sen! Katayama 
{an English-speaking Jap), as Vicé-Presidents. 
Troelstra, in the name of the Dutch Socialists, 
welcomed the Delegates to Amsterdam, and at 
the, conclusion of his speech the two ‘vice-presi- 
dents rose and: shook hands amidst great cheer- 
ing. Katayama referfed to the difficulties of 
Socialist propaganda in Japan, and declaged that 
the Japanese workman had no quarrel with his 
fellow workman of Russia. ~Both-were crushed 
by:capitalismand militarism. Plekhanoff followed 
in’ simnilar strain.’ Ttie Czar, who was’ making 
the war, wag ‘the’ greatest enemy the Russian 
people had. The Congress then adopted a 


motion sending fraternal greetings to the prole- 


- tariat of Russja and. Japan, after which: the°sit- 
inated : 


ting term nid ‘tw 

ie the afternoon a great outdoor demonstration . 
was held at which speeches were delivered by” 
the prominent.men and women of the movement. 
Here we were, fortunate in meeting an English- 
speaking Dutch comrade, to whom we explained 
the siinahion in, England-and the -reasons: which 
led. ys to found The Socialist Party of Great’ 
Britain. We exchanged addresses for corrés— 


‘pondence purposes. 


On Monday morning the British section met. 
At this and the following meetings contests took 
place between the S.D.F. and the LLP. 
over matters which they considered important. 
In the main the I.L.P. scored. The Congress 
met in the morning, passed a resolution of sym- 
pathy with the Colorado miners, and after formal 
announcements had been made as to the consti- 
tution of the various commissions, adjourned 
until Tuesday afternoon, so that the commissions 
«could prepare their reports. At that sitting 
Cipriani (France) presided, the vice-presidents 
being Hilquit (U.S.A.)}and Iglesias (Spain). It 
was immediztely proposed that the meeting be 
suspended until the following morning, as the 
Commission on Internationa! Policy and Tactics 
as well as others had not prepared their re- 
ports. Hyndman opposed this, for the reasons 
which he had put forward in the British Section, 
viz., that the discussion upon International Po- 
licy should be put off as long as possible. He 
preferred that disputed matters such as that 
should not be discussed at the Congress, and he 
therefore wished the Congress to proceed with 
the discussion of minor matters, to the exclusion, 
if possible, of this, the one really important mat- 
ter om the Agenda. We fail to recognise the 
necessity for holding an International Congress 
in order to pass resohutions upon matters con- 
cerning which we are already agreed. Surely 
matters of disagreement should be discussed 
with the object of arriving at an understanding 
which shall be a guide to the movement inter- 
nationally. However, Hyndman was not suc- 
cesstul, and the Congress adjourned. 

When Congress was resumed on Wednesday 


_morning the Tactics Commission report was not 


ready, so that other matters had to be proceeded 
with. The. first was that of Industrial Insurance 
and Labour Protective Legislation. Molkenbuhr 
(Germany) presented the report which called 
attention to the low wages which the workers 
received, and which prevented them from making 
provision for illness, accident, inability, old age, 

pregnacy or maternity. The workers should 
fGerefore demand state provided insurance to | 

t these contingencies. S. G. Hobson then | 
Moved a resolution which had been drafted with | 


= ee 2 as $b 
| the special object of condemning Great Britain 
| for;her treatment of India. Its concluding words | 


| 


THE, SOPIALIST , STANDABD. 


ions nee 


4.‘Supon the workers of Great Britain to 
enforce upon, their Government the abandon- 
| ment of the present nefarious and dishonorable 
| system and the establishment of self-government 
| in the best form practicable by the Indians them. 
| selves (under British Paramountcy).” Dadabhai 
| Naotoji, at whose instance were added the last 
three words (which seem to us to take away from 
the Indians the right which it is desired to con- 
cede in the preceding phrases), seconded the 
resolution, which was adopted. 
_ Van Kol again presided on Thursday, Pete 
Curran (Britain)’and x 


the Italian Cgmmittee which is agitating for the 
release of those imprisoned for participation in 
the disturbances of 1898. Van Kol then sub- 


| mitted the report of the Commission on Colonial | 
Policy, and a’ resolution was adopted declaring | 
it to be the duty of national’ Socialist parties and _ 
of parliamentary groups to Oppose without any | 
compromise, colonial expansion in the interests | 
of financial gangs... In the afternoon Madame | 


olst reported that the Commission on | ™#SK the ever-growing class antagonisms, in order to 


Roland 


the-General Strike had adopted the resolution 


formulated by the Dutch Party, and eventually | 


this became the resolution of the Congress. It 
declared .a general strike* would defeat its own 
object and, warned, the workers not to be misled 
by the Anarchists, who were responsible for this 
proposal. | | 


On Friday, Troelstra was President and Sigg | 


(Geneva) and’ Rosa Luxembourg (Austria): the 
Vice Presidents: Vandervelde reported for the 
Commission on Intesnational Policy and Tactics. 
"He stated that in the Commission the Swiss had 
proposed that the Congress proceed to the next 
business, which, . however, was rejected. De 
Leon had offered an amendment to the follow- 
ing effect : 


“‘ Whereas, the struggle between the working-class | 
and the capitalist class is a continuous. and irrepressi- | 
ble conflict, a conflict that tends every day rather to be | 
_ on Emigration, and adopted resolutions with re- 
- __“ Whereas, the existing governments are committees | 

of the ruling class, intended to safeguard the yoke of | 
capitalist exploitation upon the neck of the working | 


intensified ‘than to ‘be softened; ~~ 


class ; 


““ Whereas, at the last International Congress, held in 
Paris, in 1900, a resolution generally known as the 
Kautsky Resolution, was adopted, the closing clauses 
of which contemplate the emergency of the working- 


class accepting office at the hand: of such capitalist | 


governments, and also, especially, presupposes the pos- 
sibility of impartiality on the part of the ruling class 


governments in the conflicts between the working class | 


and the capitalist class; and ~ 


“Whereas, the said clauses—applicable, perhaps, | 
in countries not yet wholly fréed from feudal institu. 
tions—were adopted under conditions both in Franc~ | 
and in the Paris Congress itself, that justify erroneous | 


conclusions on the nature of the class struggle, the 


character of capitalist governments and the tactics that 
are imperative; upon the proletariat in the pursuit of its. | 


campaign to overthrow the ‘Capitalist system in coun- 


tries, which, like the United States of America, have | 
wholly ‘wiped out feudal institutions; therefore, be | 


it— 


“ Resolved, (1) that the said Kautsky Resolution be | 


and the same is hereby repealed as a principle of gene- 
ral Socialist tactics ; 


+ “(2) That, in fully developed capitalist countries | 


like America, the working class cannot, without betray- 
| al of the cause of the proletariat, fill any political office 
other than such they conquer for and by themselves,” 


which was also rejected. A further amendment 


had been proposed by Vandervelde and Adler, | 


which merely confirmed the Kautsky Resolution 


| of 1900. This also was rejected by 24 votes to | 
16, and the Dresden Resolution, adopted by the | 
{ 


Socialist Party of France in order to be moved 
at this Congress, was adopted in the Commission 
by 27 votes to 3, with 10 abstentions. 


mitted to the Congress. 
Jaures, Bebel, Adler, Ferri, Vaillant, and An- 


The resolution as adopted read as follows - 


“The Congress repudiates to the fullest. extent pos- | 


sible the efforts of the Revisionists, Which have for 


their object the modification of our tried and victorious | 


policy based on the class war, and the Substitution, for 
the conquest of political power by an unceasing attack 
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nudsen (Denmark) being | 
vice-thairmen. On the motion of Ferrj, the Con- | 
gress agreed to a resolution Sympathising with ' 


(It must | 
be recollected that the above votes refer to | 
Nationalities). It had therefore been agreed | 
that the Dresden Resolution, with the amend- 
ment of Vandervelde and Adler, shonld be sub- | 
After speeches by | 


3 


5 ST ---=—— 
on the bourgeoisie, of a policy of concession to the 
established order of society ; 

“The consequence of such Revisionist tactics would 
be to turn a party striving for the most speedy transfor- 
mation possible of bourgeois society into Socialist 
society—a party therefore revolutionary in the best 
sense of the word—into #party satisfied with the re- 
form of bourgeois society ; 

For this reason, the Congress, convinced, in oppo- 
sition to Revisionist tendencies, that class antagon- 
isms, far from diminishing, continually increase in bit- 


terness, declares : 


“I. That the party rejects all responsibility of 
any,sort under the palitical and economic 
conditions based on capitalist production, 
and therefore can in no wise countenance 
any measure tending to maintain in power 
the dominant class, 

The Social-Democracy can accept no par- 
ticipation in the Government under bour- 
Zeois society, this decision being in accord- 
ance with the Kautsky Resolution passed 
at the International Congress of Paris in 
1900. 

“The Congress further condemns every attempt to 


bring about an understanding with the bourgeois par- 
ties. © 

“ The Congress relies upon the Socialist Parliamea- 
tary Group to use its power, increased by the.number 


| of its members and by the great accession of -electars 


who suppprt it, fo: persevere via lits propaganda towards 
the final object of Socialism, and, in conformity with 
our programme, to defend most resolutely the interests 
of the working class, the extension and consolidation of 
political liberties, in order to obtain equal rights for all; 
to carry on more vigorously than ever the fight against 
militarism, against the imperialist and colonial policy, 
against injustice, domination and exploitation of every 
kind, and finally to exert itself to the utmost to perfect _ 
social legislation and to enablethe working-class to ful- 
fil its political and civilising mission.” 

This concluded Friday’s sitting. _ 2 

-On Saturday morning Congress decided-to re- 
fer to the Bureau the Report of the Commission_ 


ference to Women’s Suffrage, the First of May, 
and Trusts. These will be published in full in 
‘“* The Socialist Standard ” at a future date. The 
President announced the formation of an Inter- 


| national Parliamentary Bureau, composed of a 


Parliamentary Representative from each Nation. 
ality, whith would endeavour to meet once a 


year and act in conjunction with the Bureau. Ib. 


| was decided that the next Congress should be 


held at Stuttgart in 1907. 


J» KENT, | The Delegates of the Socialist 
A. PEARSON, | Party of Great Britain. 
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Coventry Cycle Trade: Female Wage- 
Slaves Oust Males. 


-_— 


THOosE who know Marx's assertion that im- 


| proved machinery leads to the employment of an 


ever lower strata of labour, will read the follow. 
ing from a Capitalist paper of Aug. 31, with in- 
terest > s 

‘More men are out of work in Coventry at 


‘present than for many years past, having been 


displaced by female employees, who have even 
been set to work upon small capstan lathes and 
wheel building. The greatly extended use of 
automatic machinery and the standardisation of 
patterns has simplified much of the detail of 
cycle manufacturing, and the prices of piece- 
work have fallen accordingly. The amount of 
unskilled male labour in the cycle trade has been 
reduced to afew hands. ‘The skilled mechanics 
are now feeling the pinch, many having been 
out of work all this year. 

“The price-cutting war has made it absolutely 


necessary to reduce the cost of production. 
seele, the Dresden, Resolution, with one altera- | 


tion, was agreed to by 25 to 5 with 12 abstentions. | 


‘ Girl’s average wage is 15s.,andas the watch 
and silk trades have greatly fallen off, girls 
are plentiful. . 

‘A local manager says extended female em. 
ployment gives satisfactory results and will be 
further developed, there being a number of parts 
upon which they can be, profitably engaged. For 
male labour the outlook ‘is very gloomy.” 

} 


! 
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The Socialist Party of Great Britain, « 


Tue greatest problem avaiting solution in the. 
, world to-day is.the existence.in every. commer- 
cial country of extrenie ‘poverty side by side 


with extreme wealth. In every land where, in 


the natural development of society, the capital- 
ist method of producing and distributing 


wealth has been introduced, this’ problem: 


presses itself upon us. . Not only so: but the 
greater the grip which capitalism has on indus- 
try the more’ imtense is the poverty of the many 
and the more marked are the riches of the few. 
' ‘In observing the conditions of this problem, 
the fact is quickly forced under our notice that 
it is the producer of wealth who is poor, the 
non-producer who is rich. _ How comes it that 
the men and women who till the soil, who dig 
the mine, who ‘manipulate the machine, who 
build the factory and the home, and, in a word, 
who create the whole of the wealth, receive only 
sufficient to maintain themselves and their fami- 
lies on the border line of bare physical effi- 
ciency, while those who do not aid in produc- 
tion—the employing class--obtain more than is 
enough to supply their every necessity, comfort, 
and luxury ? 


To find a solution to this problem is the task 


to which the Socialist applies himself. He sees 
clearly that only by studying the economics of 
wealth-production and distribution can he un- 
derstand the anomalies of present-day society. 
- He sees, further, that having gained a knowledge 
of the economic causes of social inequality, he 
must apply this knowledge through political 
action—through the building up of a Socialist 
( organisation for the capture of Parliament and 
* the conquest of the powers of government. 
Toevery sober observer of social facts it is 
patent that the life condition of the workers is 
one of penury and of misery. The only sale- 
able commodity they possess—their power of 


working-—they are compelled to take to the | 


labour market and sell for a bare subsistence 
. wage. The food they eat, the clothing they 


wear, the houses in which they live-nre of the. ae Z ; 
.¢ | Socialis ty. & ust be ever | 

shoddiest kind, and these together with the | b¢ @ Socialist party. Such ? party ™ es 

' prepared to further the realisation of a Socialist 


It must proclaim the fact that this | 


mockery of an education which their children 
receive, primarily determine the purchasing 
price of their labour-power. 
their various trades they may force their wage 
a little above this normal value, but taken on 
the average thev are bound to sell their activity 


physical, mental, and mogal—for the bare cost | 


of their subsistence. 


| 


rye ETT 
STANDARD. 
reate, by the 
manufactured 
products or by other ‘means, a value far in éxcess 
of the vatue ‘paid them ‘as wages. The difference 
between’ these ‘two values is taken by: the em- 
ploying cless, and constitutes the source of pro- 
fit, interest, and rent. ‘These three forme of ex- 
ploitetion are the result of the unpaid labour of 
the working-class. =: io , | 
Bo long as’ this lasts—and it’ will last as long 
as the capitalist aystern of society—it will not be 
possible for' the workers by any Trades Union 
orgahisation to more than slightly modify. their 
condition, and their power in ‘this direction is 
becoming every day more limited by the com- 
binations ‘among employers to defeat the aims of 
the working class. Ay ili ake 
Then, too, the magnitude of industrial opera- 
tions, ix Uidiae to increase by the inherent 
tendency under free competition. of the large 
producer to crush out his smaller trade rivals— 
the joint stock‘ compatiy takes‘the place of the 
latge '‘individwal capitalist; the trust the place of 
the joint stock company.” . The worker is thus 
brought face to face with an ever greater foe. 
. The Socialist can.catmly ‘view this struggle, 
knowing that ultimately the victory is with him. | 
In'thé meantime, however; he has ‘to show the 


| workers that while their organisation in trades 


will prove an invaluable, aid in the transform 
ation of society by facilitating industrial: teor- 
ganisation, yet at present’ they can best help to | 
emancipate themselves from the thraldom of 
wage-slavery by. recognising that in their class 
struggle with their exploiters they can be most 
certain of success in the political sphere of action. ' 
Such political action will, however, be quite 
futile unless carried’.on by a class-conscious 
party with definite airs. Such a party must 


‘Tecognise that in the class-war they are waging 


there must be no truce. They must adopt as 
their basis of action the Socialist position, for in 
no other way can their ills be redressed. 

To neither of the two historic parties can we 
look with any hope. The Liberal Party, like 
the Conservative Party, is interested in main- 
taining the present class society, and cannot, 
therefore, be expected to help in its transform- 
ation from capitalism to Socialism. 

The National Democratic League and the 
Labour Representation Committee are also to be 
avoided. The former has a programme of purely 
political measures, each of which is found in the 
constitutions of France and the United States of 
America without the working-class being in any 
way benefited. The latter organisation has no 
programme whatsoever, and its members possess 
no principles in common save the name “ Lab- 
our.’ As soon as any question of constructive 


legislation is brought before it its component 


elements will break apart, being unable to agree 
among themselves. Unity is only possible 
among those who possess common principles. 
Unity can not, therefore, be secured for any. 


| length of time by the members of the Labour 


Representation Committee, but even if it could, 
the body is not based upon Socialist principles 
and should not receive the adhesion of working 
men. 
We, as Socialists, venture to assert that the. 


|,party which is ultimately to secure the support 


of the rank and file of the working-class must 


Society. 


By organising in | Tealisation can be achieved by the members of 
“ be he t 


the working-class using their political power to 


those who are members of The Socialist Party. 


In the past two bodies of men have put for- | 
"ward the claim to be Socialist parties, viz., the 


mocratic Federation... We 9 
years taken a share*in: ' ; 
organisation, and who have watched the pro- 


gress aks 
been forced to the’ conclusion that through ° 


neither of them can the 
weigh we aim be achieved, and that from neither. 
oO 

from the ills they 
the: ostensi 


nearer.to the Laberal Party. ° Having neither? 
courage to proclaim themselves Sonsaliste 


disavow Socialism, they are to-day ue 
with that working-class wing of Ay a, 
Party—the Labour Representation Committee. 


| a oe | ”~ 
-,| ‘ ¢\? 
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e ‘Work of the latter 


of the former its initiation, have 


Social Revolution’ af 


em can the working-clags segure redreag., 

suffer. woes Ba areal 

The Independent Labour party, founded for. 
ible. reason of forming a half-way 


house to Socialiam, was ‘fated to meet with the 


reward of. every founded upon a compro 
mise. Witha bid, Shae | 

sympathetic with Socialism, but who were not. 
Social 


ip of those who. were 


ialista, were bound to drift nearer and 


r to 


When the question of Sécialism'was raised on 


the committee, their chief representative declared 
that. was neither the time nor the place for such 


ssion,. With a party of this kind, which, 


in the words of their president, “is ind 
to support, 


independent to dppose” the 
itbelo: pilitical ptgser aa ace 


should have nothing todo. ° 65) - | j5¥. 
Social De tic Federation, formed tas. 
further the cause of Socialism in Great Britain,. | 


The 
has, during the last few years, been steadily 
the first 


y the Independent Labour Party. So’ 


much is this the casé that to-day, for all purposes © 
of effective Socialist propaganda they have ceased : 


to exist, and are surely developing into a mere 
reform party, seeking to obtain ‘the provision of 


Free Maintenance for school children. : 
Those Socialists who, within ite ranks, sought; 
to withstand this policy, have found the task to: 
be an impossible one, and have consequently 
‘ seceded and formed themselves into the Socialist” - 
Party of Great. Britain—a 


party determined to’ 
use its every effort in the furtherance of Socialist 
ideas and Socialist principles.: : i 

The Socialist Party of Great Britain is con- 
vinced that- by laying down a clearly defined 
body of principles in accord with essential : 
economic traths, and by consistently advocating 


\them, swerving neither to the right nor to the 


| 


| 


| 


left, but marching uncompromisingly on toward ° 


their goal, they will ultimately gain the confi- 
dence and the support of the working-class of 
this country. Once this is secured it is a small. 
step to the. organisation of a Socialist Parlia- 
party. When this is accomplished all is 
gained. eo, 

The first duty of The Socialist Party is the 
teaching of its principles and the organisation 
of a political party on a Socialist basis. The 
party becoming strong will capture parliament- 
ary and other governmental powers: When 


these powers--legislative, administrative, and _ 


judicial, are wrested from their present class 
holders, the way is clear for the building up of 


| the industries of the country upon the principle 


of collective production and collective distribu- 
tion, and for the establishment of the Socialist 
Republic. ct: 

Men and women of the working-class, it is -to 
you that we appeal! To-day we are a small 
party, strong only in the truth of our prin- 
ciples, the sincerity of our motives, and the 
detérmination and enthusiasm of our members. 
To-morrow we shall be strong in our numbers, 
for the economic development of capitalist society 
fights for us, and as, through the merging of 
free competition in monopoly and the simplifi- 
cation of industry, the personal capitalist gives 
place to the impersonal trust as your employer, 
you will be forced to see that the welfare of the 
people can. best be guaranteed by the holding 
of all material wealth in coirhon. ' 2, 

We ask you, therefore, to study the principles 
upon which our party is based, to find out for 


yourselves what Socialism is and how Socialism 


and Socialism alone can abolish clags society and 
establish in its stead a society based upon 
social equality. When you have done this we 


_ know that you will come with us and, by enrol- 


ling yourself a member of The Socialist Party 


return to Parliament andother public bodiesonly Pry Britain, help to speed the time when 


' we shall herald in for ourselves and for our 


children, a brighter, a happier, and a nobler 


society than any the world has yet witnessed. a 


e compromising policy adopted from) 


f ‘ 
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PHYSIGAL DETERIORATION. 


It is a necessary deductiofi from the princi- 
ples held by Socialists of the Marxist school of 
thought that the physique and the mental capa- 
city of the working-class in every capitalist | 


country gre deteriorating. If the Socialist view 


of social development is, as. we believe, a correct | large capitalists are crushing out small capital- 


one, this deterioration is due to temporary 
economic causes which are remediable by. com- 


bined .h effort. 

Lo, the Socialist the question is fundamentally 
economic, and is to be.answered. only by an ex- 
amination into our modes of satisfying material 
human needs. One of the first things discovered 
on making such an ‘examination is that the 
methods of producing and distri uting the 
various ‘mieans of living are different to-day from 
what’ they ‘were yesterday, and ‘that there is 
reason to assurhe that they will be yet agai 

tent to-morrow. The capitalist method of 
production by the wage-labourer under the con- 
trol of the machine for the purpose of furnish- 
ing profit for the employer’ came into existence 
me in the last third of the-eighteenth cen- 


machine,, ,industry. 
labourers. .The old 


ly as many men as 
». That day has, however, gone by. 
Machines are themselves produced by machinery 
and,the markets for manufactured products are 
practically conterminous with the world’s sur- 
face. Hence, each improved machine introduced, 
every conquest over Nature made by the inven- 
tive genius of man, throws more of the workers 
out of employment, and rertders more irregular 
the employment of those in employment. 
Again, the machine necessitates the co-opera- 
tion of many men in the carrying on of any 
manufacture. mation of effort allows 
various detail operations 


try is bound throughout the 
the monotony of a single 
e harder work is also 


easier, and women and | 


the displacement of men’s’ 

. introduction of improved 
machinery and of women and child labour, is 
the speeding u 
individual wor 
humber of Spindles or looms or to work the 


same machine at an increased speed. Thus 


labour is generally intensified and tends to rack 


he nervous system of the worker. 


‘In return for this expenditure of his activity | 


he worker is paid a wage which is fixed on the 


his subsistence as measured by the standard of 
This stan- | 
dard of comfort is "kept down to the limits of | 


comfort of the workers in his trade. 


bare physical efficiency by the existence of the 


unemployed industrial’ reserve population cre- | 
ated, as we have seen, by the extension of the | 
sphere of the machine in industry. The men | 
out of work are prepared to accept a lower wage | 
than that given to those in employment and | 


hus palliate their own miserable condition. 
his competition for employment presents itself 
ny, 2h unceasing tendency towards lower wages. 
he final result of this competition “between the 
orkers is, that the wage of th | 
Huctuates on either side of the line of “bare 
physical efficiency.” 
king-at industry again, but this time from 


er point of view, we find that in the dis. | 


tribution of the commodities produced there is 


Ce competition between the various manufac. | 
urers in the markets of the world. Each manv- | 
acturer seeks to secure for himself as large a | 
of Hence in | 
10ds of commercial prosperity he produces as | 
apidly as he can, and places his goods for sale. 


hare of those 


markets as possible. 
per 


8 rivals in trade do likewise. A glut of the 


| tage to engage in the new 


‘ 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 
| distribution. The manufacturer, finding the 


| market suffering from glut and finding it neces- 
sary to transform hi 


markets follows upon this anarchic method of | 


| 
| 


commodities into money, to | 


| 
| be able to discharge his liabilities, endeavours to | 
find a customer at reduced prices. His goodsare | 


us we see as a result of free competition that 


ists, and as this Progresses monopoly ultimately 
results. 7 

In America we see monopoly reaching its final 
and most logical form in the trust. When the 
trust is formed, it immediately discharges its 
commercial travellers, because. having a mono- 
poly of the industry, the trust js the only avail- 
able source of supply to the retail trader: the 
small factories and the factories equipped with 
inefficient machinery are closed and the workers 
in them discharged ; the price of the products 
as well as the wages of those employed, are 
within the entire cont?ol of the all-conquering 
trust. 

We have not as yet, however, reached the stage 

of the trust in eve industry, and have, there- 
fore, to consider ‘the effect of the individual- 
capitalistic and the joint stock company indus- 
trial conditions ugonh the health of those em- 
ployed. 

We have seen the worker divorced from his 
tools by the introduction of machinery ; the in- 
troduction of women labour and child labour; 
the building up of the machine industry mani- 
fested to us in the modern factory ; the throw- 
ing men out of employment : let us see what is 
the effect upon the condition of the working- 
class of the present industrial system. 

We see that in England the development of 
modern industry was at first in advance of its 
development on the Continent. From a num- 
ber of well understood causes into which we 
need not now enquire, England obtained for a 
period the monopoly of the markets of the 
‘world. The produce of her manufactures were 
sent to every country, and had to be exchanged 
against the raw produce of those countries. At 
the same time, the agricultural workers of this 


usually purchased by one of his trade rivals who | 
re capital and longer staying | 
| athe and who thus augments his business. | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


country thought. that it would be to their advan. | 


industries that were 
everywhere springing up. They, therefore, be- 
gan to flock into the towns, and thus commenced 
that rural immigration towards the great cities 
which has not yet ceased. 

As detail operations in trades were specialised 
within the factories, so were the various indus- 
tries of the country specialised and localised 
within the nation: -Lancashire becoming the 
principal seat of the cotton, ‘Yorkshire of the 
woollen industry. Round these specialised in- 


_ dustries great cities sprung. Built upon no 
of the machine whereby each | 7 fe 
er is required to tend a larger | 


settled plan, the individual grted of the posses- 


| 


a ee 


sor of building land rather than the health and | 


needs of the community being the determining 
factor, problems were created which remain 
still without solution. 


befouled by the smoke from the many factory 


minated to an unprecedented extent. 


and 


wage. - Thus runs the vicious circle. 
His food is of the cheapest 
usually adulterated : 


lives in overcrowded and insanitary areas: the 


air of the factory in which he works is befouled ; | 
| the atmosphere of the rooms in. which he lives | 
| 1s vitiatéd; his wife 

eir labour power | 


in many trades has to find 
employment and the family wage is little higher 
than when he was 


school ; the mother of the family is often erm- 
ployed to the time of child-birth ; alcoholism is 
engendered: by unhealthy Surroundings : these 
are but a few of the conditions of working-class 
life directly due to the class ownership of his 
means Of livelihood. These being the facts is it 
to be wondered at if we assume that their result 


must be a lowering of the stamina and the phy- 


sique of the working-class section of the com. 


munity ? 
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description, | 
his clothing is shoddy ; he | 


the sole breadwinner: his | 
_ children are neglected and go breakfastless to | 


d 


I do not think that any will gainsay that nu- 
trition is the first essential to the building up 
of a healthy physique. Without the provision 
of a sufficient supply of good, wholesome food 
any attempt at arresting deterioration will be 
futile. Weare told that over 100,000 school 
children in London alone g0 breakfastless to 
school. For them there is little hope for a sturdy, 
manhood. Arrest the progress of physical de- 
terioration amongst the children trough the 
Provision of meals by the State to all school 
children and you will do much to strengthen 
the physique and stamina of the race. 

have before me the Report issued by the 
Inter-Departmental Committee on Physical e- 
terioration, and I have looked through its pages 
to see whether my a priori views on physical 
deterioration are borne out by the investigations 
of the Committee. ¢ 

It is to be observed that it was not from any 
desire on the part of the governing class to im- 
prove the lot of the working-class because they 
were physically deteriorating that this Commit- 
tee was appointed, but because of the difficulty 
of obtaining a sufficient supply of recruits for 
the army. The government of every country is 
founded upon force and depends upon the or- 
ganised force of the army for the maintenance 
of its stability, and any falling off in the effici- 
ency of the worker viewed as raw material for 
the army is, therefore, a matter which they de- 
plore. When, therefore, they find that in spite 
of repeated reductions in the physical standard 
for recruits there is maintained a percentage of 
rejections ranging from 40 to 60; when the 
worker presenting himself for enlistment is de- 
signated as ‘“ rubbish ” by General Borrett, the 
late Inspector-General of Recruiting ; when of 
those accepted nearly two-thirds have to be sub- 
sequently weeded out: then the governing 
class considers it high time to make enquiries 
into the physical condition of the people. 

I do not propose to quarrel with the Commit- 
tee because of this, neither am I in any way 
sanguine that the recommendations of the Com- 
mittee so far as they would tend to benefit the 
workers, will be carried into practical effect. 
Even if Parliament carries through legislative 
reform, there is no reason to believe that the 
class that has control of the administrative ma- 
chinery will let it be other than a dead letter. 
Indeed, in this very Report instance after in- 
stance 1s given where the very people against 
whom the Acts are ostensibly directed are to be 
found administering them on the judicial bench. 
Let one instance suffice. The evidence given 
before the Committee by a Miss Garnett is to 
the effect that— 

“The Pa authority in the Potteries was 
as mefficient as you could find any- 
where. Most of the bad houses are 
owned by members of the local -bodies 
and the sanitary inspectors are too 
ee in awe of their employers to 
carry out their duty.” 

The general finding of the Committee is that 


| there is not sufficient data from which to deter- 
Crowded together in insanitary areas, the air | 


_ chimneys, disease and vice and crime were ger: | 
Jabour market and ig determined by the cost of | 


mine whether there is going on continuous 
physical deterioration among any section of the 
community. It may be mentioned in this con- 


| nection that in the discussion on the subject 
We find that the general condition of the life | 
of the wage-worker is one of extreme poverty | 


misery. Receiving a low wage, he can | 
| maintain only a low standard of comfort—main- | 
taining a low standard of comfort. his competi- | 
tion with his fellows provides him with a low | 


by the Anthropological Section of the British 
Association, the existence of such deterioration 
was taken for granted by many of those who 
discussed the subject. It was not. of course, to 
be expected that the Committee would search too 
deeply into the economic conditions of produc- 
tion to find whether there they might discover 
a sufficient cause in the very basis of present 
day capitalist production itself for the deterio- 
ration. Their enquiry only scratched the sur- 
face of the subject. 

I may have occasion, in 4 future number of 
Tue Soctacist Staxparp, to return to this matter. 
By then Vol. II of the Committee's proceedings, 
containing the detailed evidence, and Vol. III, 
containing several important appendices, will 
probably be available. Meanwhile | content 
myself with selecting a few pertinent passages 
and trust that all Socialists will read through 
the Report. which contains. in spite of all its 
limitations, much valuable propagandist ma- 
terial. Dr. Neston, of Newcastle. Says: 

* There is undoubtedly great deterioration in 

the physique of our City population, and 
that is attributable to two chief causes : 


first, a decadence in home life, which entails 





dmproper food and clothing, irregular habits 
(drinkin and gambling), absence of order 
and thrift 5: thé .zhiserable housing 
and high rents which: prevail: Overcrowdiny ' 
with ite consequences, isan itaportant factor } 

Des teebbnte, oho. drawaa distinction ' be-' 
tween physical | degeneraty idn’ the: one hand! 
and inherifed: retrogressive deterioration on ‘the 
other, says 1°! aie ens | sate el omit ao s od od sak: 
‘'There / is; every :reason to anticipate rapid’ 
athelioration, of | physique:so: soot ab ‘int’ 
provitment ‘occurs in ;éxtdrnal conditzens}' 
i ‘| asi rdgatds foad) elothing, 
reese J , cleanliness, : drunkenness; ' 


circumstances, even the 
‘recovering at a’ later ‘age from: the -evil 
effects of infant life.” 00 rin 8 eos 
ie Committee:saysi(: (ji 8 ©: 
iakeeoie reasom: <heonthet the urbanization ’ 
_ Of the -popniation cdnnot have: been utrat-’ 
tended ‘by caubgequensed:: judicial: to’ the: | 
- health of; the people,’ ‘these ‘have ‘beeti |! 
considered under’ the: three heeds of) (8): 
‘Ov ing, (II) Pokution of the ‘atenos-:. 
phere, and (IID):The conditions of ‘employ- : 


ment... &. Haye | : 
“The, general: death-rate in these’ tenements 


“ 


, (one room): in} Glasgow ie nebrly twice that'|! gc 
of the whole city, andithe | “rate: froth |’ this 


ulmonary. tuberculosis:is:2*4 per thousand ‘|: 

A one-roomed tenements, 1:8:in two-roonied 
tenements, and *7' in all the other howses: |: 
In Finsbury, again; where’ the , 
*. one-roomed tenements i18:14,516, the death- ‘ 


wiation of | 


tia hal * aN 
Sad te 7 oe i 
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PARTY NOTES. 
AQUTAARSTIE JADICYHS 

That there is a pare Pt a The Santas 
P e thi | t a? | vi a 5 ci list 
Pi Y tad béel is existence bare three months, 
but thé ‘effect OF the propayahda hag 
made itself felt.’ ) es: ee 
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Thirteen branches have been formed; ‘and ver 


‘and Tioral developer: | twenty open-air meetings are held each'Simday, 
ee ep ees 


besides several others during,the week. . 


eid aln H% 


Not alone have we secured'&’ footing ‘in' the 
Metropolis, but enquities;) have’ comié in’ from 
various othet. of ‘the country." Many ‘of’ 
thase who sought 
the ranks:;  -. (| 


. 


‘ ¢; i‘? 


wi * 
, aimee #* * Se tins 3 3) 

The lack of an otgan to give, expression, to | 
our views has sesiodely ; hampered Angie of | 


teaching Socialism ste only. way out Of wage. . 
a 
ably, , 


slavery. Bat how that Tux Socjarisr, Stamp 
has bash dnfed out tak, will be coancergly 
er. ve Bi avin Us 

The importance of 
strument of propaganda cannot be overesti 


and comrades wilh #eé to'it that THe’ Sotiatisr 
Aan: | STANDARD is:put into the tistids oF the’ working: 
class.:; "" q ee ER aoe Op bel OO) fo : be ‘iia 


; oa ee *4 
96. OA nce 


each..p 


| the paper, should ask ithose who purchase copies 


rate per thousand in 1903 was 38°9; yet the | ' 
. Tate among ' occupants’ of ' four or’ more’ |* 


rooms was: only 5°6; and for'the whole 

borough. 19°6."" § cine eo is 
“‘T shoyld trace much of the ansemia (in Man- 

chester to the deprivation'of sunlightand } 


to the lessening of the vivifymg’ properties | © 
air.”’ : af : sy? 9 


of the 


‘Factory labour is mentioned as'a predispos- 


, ing cause’ (to alcoholism.among women of 


the working-class).”’. - ; 7 
Describing the life of a boy of fourteen in a 
textile district, who has probably been bred in | 
unwholesome environment and nourished on | 
unnatural food, Mr. Wilson, H.M. Inspector of | 
Factories, said.:— nim, wait Dia 
“ The hours will be'long, fifty-five per week, 
and the atmosphere he breathes very con- 
fined, perchance also dusty. _Employment 
of this character, especially if carried on in ' 
high temperatures, rarely fosters growth or 
development ; the stunted child elongates 
slightly in time, but remains very thin, 
loses colour, the muscles remain small, es- 
pecially those of the upper limbs, the legs 
‘are inclined to become bowed, more parti- 
cularly if heavy weights have to be habit- 
ually carried, the arch of the foot flattens, 
and the teeth decay rapidly.” 
He continues : 
‘The girls exhibit the same shortness of sta- 
ture, the same miserable. development, and 
they possess the same sallow cheeks and 
carious teeth. I have also observed that at 
age when girls brought up under whole- 
some conditions usually possess a luxuriant 
growth of hair, these factory girls have a | 
scanty crop which, when tied back, is sim- | 
ply a wisp or rat’s tail.” 
I think, then, that the Socialist is justified in | 
his belief that there exists sufficient evidence to | 
verify his conclusion obtained by deduction | 
from Socialist principles. Man is a creature of 
his environment, susceptible to its every change. 


In present day society the multiplicity of wealth | 


which he creates ' keeps him in poverty, and the | Pe 


conditions of poverty are conditions of an infe- 
rior standard of comfort. An inferior standard 
of comfort engenders an inferior physique.’ 


Improve the standard of life of the people anp | 


you remove every tendency to deterioration. 
Such an improved standard of living is prevented 
only by the maintenance of 


by the working-class using its voting power to 
the end that all the things necessary to the wel- 
fare of the people shall be owned and democra- 


aker asserted that ‘< where family 
Nod morality is very high.” And 


- 


ble cause.” of 
What a condemnation of the infamous capita- 


list system. The’employment of married women | 
n fac nly tends, to break up the 


family, and this capitalist advocate admits that. 


in ‘factories certai 


it is responsible for the wholesale slaughter of 
iomioealt’ tutanti. But the labour of married 
women is cheap, andmen, women, and children 
alike must be sacrificed in order that Capital-— 
“ that'monster without a heart ”—may be satis- 
fied. Only by the Social Revolution can this 
system be ended. ‘Palliation is impossible and 
absurd.. Leave it to capitalists to cant about 
morality, which they neither understand nor 


care for, and to tinker with the effects.of their. 


villianous system. It is for the working-class 
to organise for its complete overthrow. 


A PROUD DISTINCTION. 


“ Adulteration.is a legitimate form of compe- 
tition.”—JoHN Bricut. 

The proud distinction of having/beaten all 
previous records in the fine art of butter adulter- 
ation probably belongs to a Burnley grocer, who 
succeeded in selling as butter a composition in 
which there was only 1 per cent of the genuine 

- products of milk. All the rest was “foreign 
There were previous convictions, and“he 
| has had to pay heavily for his final proficiency. 
| A contemporary referring to the case cannot 
| help asking “Why the 1 per cent?” Is it 
| chemistry or is it conscience which demands it? 
| —-‘*The Co-operative News.” 


a class-owned | 
method of wealth "production and can be secured | 


monwealth by getting fresh readers for the 
' “ Socialist Standard.” 


= Comrades should -not fear 


‘and Ilford. 


Do your share to hasten the Socialist Com- | 


to become subscribers: Then: sample‘ copies 
could be’ left at the houses:in ‘a given ’street: in's" 2 
suitable neighbourhood):and a’call made’ say.‘@** 
week afterwards tb ascertain ‘resutts:~"' ped errs 


or gv Fae 
* ; ey 


Socialists ‘are to be found_,in most unexpected 


quarters. By this method a good gixculation | 
can be kept up, and many, new members secured 1 
to the Party. SS aes tits 


s ‘ 
* ¢., 


Branches should see: that a copy of our paper 
is supplied to each public library in their districts, 


y under | 
persons who may otherwise remain “ 


ignorant of the existence of'eithér. 
‘ ‘ itt 17 


©. a 


Arrangements are being made for-the forma- 
tion of Branches: in Clerkenwell, Tottenham, 
Will ‘members in these districts, 
and readers desirous of joining, communicate 
with me? Berk EE SE NN 

* ? * 
I shall also be giad to hear from readers in 
i 


Coventry, Isle of Wight, Newcastle, Edinburgh, 
Oxford: Liverpodl: Manchester, Ree 


Treharris regarding the establishment of branches 
in their respective localities. | 


¢ 
* e. 


Comrades, the watch-word is “ Onward.” 
; as, LEHANE. 


“As a preliminary to any further legislation 
on the subject of hours of employment, particu- 
larly employment of women and children, it is, 
in the view of the Committee, (on Physical De- 
terioration), highly desirable that there should 
be a strictly scientific enquiry into the physiolo- 


gical causation and effects of over-fatigue.” | 
Meanwhile, the women and children are crushed | 


down by over-work ! 
o @ © 


“Poor in physique as they all are, and poor in 
mental capacity and power of application as 
many of them must be, what becomes of them? 
Many of them probably marry girls as weak as 
themselves, and have children, some of whom 
go to swell the lists of infant mortality, some to 
join the criminal classes, while others grow up 
more weak and incompetent than their parents. 
—-Sir Lauder Brunton, on certain setions of the 


working-class. 
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‘alread dy | 
Pyent 


information have since joined * 


the Party press'as an in- 
FISTOCO Rt 


; At each. propaganda ‘meeting the! Chairman: 
ble |, should direct the attention of the audience to our ~ 
|: organ—a paper written, published, add paid 


uot |. by the working-class—~and the cbinrade’sélling 


, 
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disappointment ; 
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‘THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


~.. “SS a “ae “a. a a a “as. Ta Van Van Vy Us. 


OBJECT. 


The establishment of 


a system of society based .upon the 


common. ownership and* democratic control of the means and 


insfrments for producing and 


“interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


\iaghHE SOGIALISTOPARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 


Ds— 


ership of the means of living (i.e., 
by the Capitalist or master-class, and 


of the working-elass, ,by 


distributing wealth by and. in the : 


: 


land, factories, railways, etc.) 
the consequent enslavement 


whose labour alone wealth is produced. 


_ ., 4 That.in\society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 


‘manifesting itself as a class struggle, 


but do not., 


That thisjantagonism can be abolished onl y by the emancipation 
g-class from the domination of the master-class, by 
the conversion into’ the common 
of produ¢tion and distribution, and their democratic-contro] by the 


of the ‘wotki 


whole. ‘people. 
That as‘ in \ 

the last, class t 

working-class will 


ate nye distinction ‘of r&ce. or ‘Sex. 


That this emancipation must be the work of the working 


Class itself. , it ae 
_, ¢))hat as ;the machinery of 


“forces of the, nation, exists only to conserve 
i Capitalist-class ‘of: the. wealth. taken from’ the workers, the working- 


- ~'Claiss 
‘Machinery, 


‘instrument 
i 


interests, and as the interest of 


opposed to the interests of all sections of the master-class, the 
‘Party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 


other party. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
ed to wage:war against all other political 


of political action determi 
parties, whether alleged : 
upon the members of the 
under its 


bour 


labour, and that 


a 


‘FROM OUR BRANCHES. 
, Ley. at ee 


EAST LONDON. 
Our branch is yet in its infancy and has an 
enormous amount of preliminary work to do 
with only a small‘ number of members to do it. 


The area of our propagandist field is very great 
and so is the spade work. necessary to cultivate 


" that field. _Butas our members are Socialists 
not merely in nme but in reality, whatever we . 


want in membership, we gain in enthusiasm. 
We are therefore pleased with the work and 
sa€isfied with the results. One. of our main 
diffteulties is the obtaining of branch premises : 
a difficulty we hope soon to dispose of. Much 
interest is shown by the men in East London in 
all our lectures, many hoping, and this hope is 
in No wise singular, to shortly throw their time 
and energy into the East London branch.—I. 
BLavsTEIN. 


—. EDMONTON. 
I hasten to givea faw words on the position here 
in hopes that though few, their publication in 
The Socialist Standard” may interest com- 


oduce, .and. those who produce but do not possess. 


e. order of social evolution the working-class ‘is 
achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
involve the emancipation of all mankind with- . 


must organise consciously and ‘politically 
the powers of government, national and local, in order that this 
including these forces, may be converted, from an 
| of oppression into the agent of emancipation and the 
Overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratie. — ngrtones 

That as all political parties are but the expression of class 


working-class of this country to muster 
banner 'to the ¢nd that a speedy termination may be. 
wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 
poverty’ may give 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


between those who possess 


at society as at present constituted is based upon the own- : 


property of soéiety2 of ‘the means 


government, including the armed 
the monopoly by the 


for the conquest of 


the working‘class’ is’ diametricatty 


or avowedly capitalist, and calls 


place to comfort, privilege to 


rades in other parts, even if conferring an hon- 
our upon sleepy Edmonton. , 

In future issues of our paper I may be given 
an opportunity of tracing from their earlier 
stages the growth of the reform parties, etc., al- 
ready existing here, and of showing from an 
analysis of their political manifestations the 
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the weather we have lately experienced were 


_ met by a cotirtesy and tolerance on the part of 


our speakers somewhat disconcerting to those 
men who yet seem ignorant of the power of 
truth, and who throug failing to understand 
that Socialists can be gentlemen. affect at 
times the disposition of the hooligan or the 
bully. 

However, be that has it may, those attacks will 
soon cease. Even a bully knows when he is 
thoroughly beaten, and as we are not children to 
be frightened away, but men and women strong 
in the rectitude of our principles and organised 
in a party that understands them. being ready 
at all times, as during the past two months. to 
§ive a good account of ourselves-—to repel effec- 
tually all attempts to check our progress, no 
matter under what guise the pseudo-reform- 
quack politicians choose to appear—we look with 
assurance to the future. After two months’ 
work we are numerically and _ financially 
stronger, richer in enthusiasm, and as firm in 
our deterniination to win as we are confident of 
victory. , 

For assistance in the past. and anticipating a 
continuance of it in the fiture, we desire to place 
on record our appreciation of and indebtedness 
to, our speakers and the party generally, while to 
help in organising for the grand, the final fight 
the workers of Ranenice will gladly welcome 


our new ally, “ The Socialist Standard.” 


| 


All hail ‘The Socialist Standard ”! 
Speed the Social Revolution.—A. Axpersos. 


ae ee 


FULHAM. 


_ TxHis branch was formed in mid-J uly and is al- 
| ready carrying ona vigorous and well-conducted 
| propaganda. Our open-air meetings are held at 
_ 11.30 a.m. on Sundays at the corner of Water- 
| ford Road and King’s Road. In Fulham there is 
_ a large number of workers who are beginning 


| 
{ 
| 
‘ 
| 


; 
: 
: 
: 


to understand that nothing short of the Social. 
Revolution will benefit them. Thus there is a 
prospect for: the success of our branch of 


| the Socialist Party, and it is with the most op- 


timistic of views that the comrades here rally 
round the flag of The Socialist Party with the 
determination of helping to build up a sound 
organisation to free the workers from the en- 
slavement of capitalism. -E. J. B. ALLEN. Sec. 


ISLINGTON. 


Tue Socialist Party of Great Britain having been 

inaugurated on thé 12th of June. 1904, its Is- 
lington branch was formed two days later, on 
the 14th. Its members commenced their out- 
door propaganda with a mass meeting in Fins- 
bury Park on the 19th June, which turned out 
a success, the audience at one time reaching 
2,000. We are carrying on meetings on Sun- 
day mornings and evenings in Finsbury Park. 
We have also started week night meetings on 
Wednesdays at Highbury Corner, where we 


| meet with an appreciative hearing from an in- 
_ telligent audience. Our membership is steadily 


chief reason of the apathy of many and the de- | 


spair of others when forced to contemplate the 
Social Problem, but meantime it will be sufficient 
to say that those causes and their results com- 
bined simply rendered more imperative than 


growing, having now reached 20, and this num- 
ber will be soon augmented as we intend getting 
in touch with several unattached Socialists who 
are in agreement with our principles.-—W. L. 
AvuGER, Branch Correspondent. 


PADDINGTON. 
Tue Paddington Branch was formed the week 


_ following the first meeting of the Party. From 


ever the formation of a Socialist organisation in | 
this district—that, therefore, in obedience to the | 


law of necessity, and as the advertiser would 
put-it, “to fill a longfelt want,” The Edmonton 


was constituted. Since that moment success has 


we hold two every Sunday-—have proved very 


Stee Ee indeed, fully justifying our appear- | ings have been attended by increased audiences 


ance. The absolutely unsolicited testimonials 
given us in the shape of planned attacks upon 
our meetings by a few persons calling themselves 
| Social-Democrats, have done much to clear the 


Edmonton exactly who’s who. Needless to Say | 
those attacks (some of them dirtier even than | 
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Branch of the Socialest Party of Great Britain | 2 stronghold of our party. 


-; | his place in the fighting line. 
been ours. Our propaganda meetings—of which | we were enrolled as members of The Socialist 


that time we have madesplendid progress. We 
are increasing our membership, nd it is rare 
for a week to pass without having made new 
recruits for thewause of Revolutionary Socialism. 
Our members are giving their best effort and 
energy, for the purpose of making this district 
Fach member of our 
branch recognises his responsibility, and takes 
Since the time 


Party of Great Britain, our propaganda meet- 
who take a keen interest in our lectures. We 


feel convinced now that a straight Socialist 
Party is formed in this locality, the members of 


a | our class will rally to our support. 
| political atmosphere and to show the workers of | - PP 


The sale of good educational literature has in- 
creased, showing that insistence upon the exist- 
encé of the class-struggle and the principles of 


4 





TUPHE SOCIALIST STANDARD." 


explained, create a desi 
of the - learn 


Party of Great Britain.—T. W. Aten, Secre- 


PECKHAM. ot 
Tames are going very well with us in Peckham. 


membership is increasing, 

pln persian bh 
iday : : 

ing likely 


in Rye Lane on Thursday evenings, as well as 
Sunday meetings on the Rye. So you see, we 
are going strong.— W. Rosse... 


TOOTING. 
-Consipgrine that the Tootmg Branch has been | 
in existence only five weeks, most of which time / 
has been occupied in organising the branch, we | 
can hardly claim to have yet enlightened the 

workers of this district to a true understanding | 
of their position, or to our just claim to be con- | 
sidered The Socialist Party of -Great Britain. | 
Nevertheless so encouraging has been our open- | 
ing, so well attended have been our meetings. 
that the speaker at a meeting of the S.D.F. an- | 
nounced from the platform that so great had 

been the spread of Socialism in: the district that 

the formation of another Socialist party had been | 
rendered necessary. Our explanation of our | 
principles and policy are so much appreciated | 
that every branch meeting has seen an increase 

to our membership. Our greatest hope is in the | 
intelligent and appreciative audiences we have | 
at our meetings and in the many unattached So- | 
cialists in Tooting.—C. Goss, Sec. 


WATFORD. 

Since the formation of the Watford branch we | 
have held seven out-door pro 
and in addition to these on Jaly-3lst we had a | 
regular field day, two mass meeting’ being held, | 
one in the afternoon and one in the evening, the | 
latter with a very large and attentive audience. | 
Oug speakers are listened to with attention and | 
interest and questions are usually asked, so much 

so that comrade Fitzgerald was answering ques- 

tions for hour and a half on one occasion. Up 

to the present we have sold about 9s. worth of | 
literature, and hope to materially increase our | 
sales on the advent of the “Socialist Standard,” | 
We are running an economic class with comrade ' 
Fitzgerald as instructor, which is open for any- | 
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‘WEST HAM. ce eae 
Tuts branch-has started with a fair membership 
and is pursuing an active propaganda at Dames 
Road, Forest Gate, one! of the ‘best ‘places in 
West Ham for the purpose, Now: we: have 
shaken ourselves down and got into working 
order, we intend spreading ourselves out a bit 
and so have arranged to render-assistance to 


other distgicts. , Commenging» with; the first 
week saSepchailic® tot coh ‘ hold 5S ae ae 
* Devon’s Road, Poplar, on Sunday-mornings,-to 
assist our East End comrades, who are having 
an uphill fight in that district. We will hold our 
Own meetings as usual at 7 p.m., and on Mon- 
day evenings we shall start propagating our prin- 
ciples at Roden Road, Ilford; where there is 
every prospect of the early formation of:a strong 
bran We want.some more good, sound lit- 
érature, and 
“i their way to furnish it at an early date.—G. 


(This matter of literature is receiving our most 
, Serious consideration.— Ep. Com.) 


WOOD GREEN. . 

Tats branch is at ‘present ‘holding its branch 
meetings in the secretary’s house. Efforts are 
being made to secure more suitable premises 
which can be made the real centre of propa- 
ganda in the ‘district. Our members are all real 
live Socialists, each taking some share in the 
propaganda of uncompromising Socialism, with 
the result that our membership has considérably 
increased. Our meetings at Jolly Butchers’ Hill 
prove that there is a growing interest in our 
principles, theré-being questions and discussion 
at most of those meetings. The branch keeps a 
keen eye upon local affairs, with the doings and 
misdoings of the Administrative councils. 
Wood Green the future is full of promise for The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain —Joun Crump, 
Secretary. i 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


CENTRAL OFFICE: : 
COMMUNIST‘ CLUB, 
107, CHARLOTTE StReET, 
Fitzroy Squarz, Lonpon, W. 


Géneral Secretary C. LEHANE. 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA—A. [cores Secretary, 3, Mathew St., 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.80 p.m. at Sydnéy 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 


CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
j ‘the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 


| EAST LONDON (Central).—I. Blaustein, Secretary, 


14, Cecil St., Mile End, E. Branch meets 

every Friday at 8.30 p.m. at 95, Kerbey St., 

Poplar, E. 
EDMONTON .—A. Jacobs, Secretary, 26, Oxford Rd., 


Lower Edmonton, N._ Business meetings 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. . 


FULHAM.—E. J.B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mablethorpe 
Rd., Fulham Cross, $.W. Branch meets 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 


ISLINGTON.—J. McNicol, Secretary, 179, Isledon 
Rd., Finsbury Park, N. Branch meets every 
Tuesday at .8.30 p.m., at the Co-operative 
Stores, 79, Grove Road, Holloway, N. 


PADDINGTON.—T. W. Allen, Secretary, 39, Port- 


nall Road, Paddington, W. Branch meets | 


every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at 154, Ashmore 
Rd., Paddington, W. 


PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Seéretary, 91, Evelina Rd., 
Nunhead, S.E- Branch meets every Monda 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, SE. 


trust that the E.C. of the. party will | 


In ~ 


Published by C. 


St., Walworth. Branch meets every Friday 


’ as 
_ 


c 22 eh. 
aatee s 


: s Rd., Watfard. 
every Sunday at 3 p.m. , 

WEST HAM.—G. J: Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E.” Branch meéts. 
every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. | 
| bs zi 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 


«, ,» Villas, Wegthury. Avenue, Wood: Green, N. 
Bs <, Brash Setstdio Prursilieat sino p.m:> 


LECTURE LIST, September, 1904, 


BATTERSEA.—Prince of Wales Head, York 
Road, 11.30 Sept. 4, A. Anderson ; 11, 
C. Lehane; 25, W. Woodhouse. Batter- 
sea Park, 6.30, Sept. 4, J. Kent ;#11, C. 
Lehane; 28,'H. C. Phillips. Wands- 
‘ worth ‘Common, 6:30; Sept. 4, T. Allen : 

11, H. Belsey ; 25, A. Albery. 


LONDON.—Obelisk, Devon’s Road, 
Poplar, 11-30, : Sept. 4; I. Blaustein ; 11, 
W. Woodhouse; 25,.T. Jacobs. Mile 
End Waste, 7, Sept. 4, Woodhouse; tl, 
T. Jacobs ; 25, T. Allen. . } : 
EDMONTON.—The Green, 11.30, Sept. 4, Le- 

bane 11,1. Fees 85, Y- Crump. 
Angel Road, 7, Sept. 4, J. Fitzgerald ; 
11, W. Woodhouse ; 25, x Anderson.» 
FULHAM.—Waterford Road; 11.30, Sept. 4, 
A. Albery; 11, T. Allen, 25, J, Fitz-- 
gerald; ***0*- > ea ‘ 
ISLINGTON.—Finsb Park, 11.30, Sept.'4, 
J. Fitzgerald; 11, H. J. Hawkins; A. 
Anderson.: Finsbury_Park, 7; Sept. 4, £. 
Lehane; 11, F.-€> Watts ; 25,'E. J. B. 
Allen. Highbury Corner,”Wed: 8.30, 
Sept. 7, C. Lehane; 14, R: Elrick:; €. 
Lehane ; 28, J. Fitzgerald. 4 

PADDINGTON.—Prince of . Wales, Harrow 
Road, 11.30, Sept. 4, F. Watts; 11, A. 
Anderson; 25, H. Hawkins. Regent's 
Park, 1130, Sept. 4, F. ‘Leigh ; i. 7: 
Crump; 25, T. Allen. 


PECKHAM.—Peckham Rye, 6.30, Sept. 4, R. 
‘Kenny ; 11, E. T. B. Allen ; 25, T. Fitz- 
gerald. | | 

SOUTHWARK.—Kennington Triangle, 11.30, 
Sept. 4, W.: Woodhouse; 11, A. Albery; 
25, H.Belsey. | 

TOOTING.—Gathon Read, 11.30, Sept. 4, H. 
Belsey; 11, H. C. Phillips; 25, T. Jack- 
son. Tooting Broadway, 7, Sept. 4, R. 
Elrick; 11, A. Albery; 25, H, Hawkins ; 
ditto, Wednesdays, 8 o’clock, 7, Branch; 
14, Branch ; 21, Branch; 28, Branch. . 


WATFORD.—Market Place, 7, Sept. 4, H. 
. Hawkins; 11, J. Fitzgerald ; 25, C. Le- 
hane. 


WEST HAM.—Wanstead Park Station, 7, Sep. 
4, A. Anderson; 11, J. Kent; 25, J. 
Kent. Roden Street, Ilford, Mon. 8 p.m.*: 
o, Branch ; 12, Branch; 19, Branch ; 26, 
Branch. 
WOOD GREEN.—Jolly Butchers Hill, 11.30, 
Sept. 4, T. Jackson; 11, R. Kenny ; 25, 
J. Crump ; ditto, 6.30, Sept. 4, J. Crump; 
11, T. Allen ; 25, F:S. Leigh. | 
All speakers ‘and branch secretaries 
are requested to note their engage- 
ments and Branch Lecture List, : 
for ensuing month, and to address 
all communications respecting 
same to : 
A. C. DOWDESWELL, | 
44, Howland St., 
Tottenham Court Road, W.C. 


oO a ge 


EAST 


Thegreat demand made upon our space by the 
transactions of the International Socialist Con- 
gress has caused many articles and reports to be 
held over. With our next issue, however, several 
new and interesting features will be introduced. 


hane, Secretary, Communist Club, Charlotte St., W. 
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- MR. J. KEIR- IR-HARDIE: "M-P., 
ANSWERS eS ‘AND: 


ee , is doing So- 
voning ite justice, an r DO 
‘ta triumph. Wis in fab, laveee 
ft to ercl of b mere fotion fight.” 
On the other hand, the also states : 


mena Fe cng 


‘Gratien ite 
nation.” it. can be s‘class ‘and not a 
class at the same time we leave Mr. Hardie to 
explam, and: he may also let us know what he 


Section will coe, not by «war of clatie, 
"bak by comme cena orcing the 
t into a revolt, which will abeorb 


the middle class, and thus wipe out classes 
together.” 


Thus we avs a Claas which is not a class, a 
ithout classes, which. yet contains a 

working class and a middle’ class, the revolt— 
_ not war !—of the former which is to “ absorb ” 
the latter and the wiping out of classes with- 


| language, are 
this confused medley of what is grip, cae 


. cealed 


| of the article in question which wo 


LONDON, OCTOBER, 1904. 


which, in ordinary 
deneeiusted war. And all 


rea or deliberate misleading in order that 
Keir Hardie may somehow or the other 


Tone Whe deech td Cemett of his friend Jaures 


and of the Utopians rally at the Interna- 


But whilst we may smile at the scarcely con- 
a eed Se ce on connte ee 
the ¢ of uncompromising Socialism, it be- 
/Sieiec sees 

epee o uoting t 
works of , gf eis c So- 


Mr. Hardie leaves out the ives. essential 
words “qua ,’ and makes Bax’s 
definitions to read respectively — 

“ Vulgarity 1s a solution of hypocrisy,” and 
“* brutality 18 a solution of serpility.” 

By this substitution Mr. Hardie totally alters 
the character of the thought expressed. 

In non-thical circles this is known as dis- 


But not content with-mutilating what he does 
quote, Mr. Hardie leaves out all oe 


hjs readers to gain an intelligent idea of the 

autiior’s real meaning. Will it be believed _ 

in this very esssy, Mr. Bax contemptuousl y dis- 

misses the Keir Hardie attitude as that of a— 
“Benevolent old gentleman who says, ‘ Let 
us ignore classes, let us regard each other 
as human 

And as that of the “ benevolent bourgeois Radi- 

cal ” ? ; 

It seems most remarkable that anyone noting 
the differentiation between natural class-instinct 
and the political class conscious action of the 
workers insisted on by Bax can possibly hold 
Mr. Hardie’s conclusions. For does not Bax 
say in the same article : 

“Classes exist; you may ignore them, but 
they will exist still: with the respective 
characters they engender. Though you 
ignore them, they will not ignore yon. . . 
In the Socialist workman the class-instinct 
has become transformed into the conviction 

that, in the words of Lassalle, ‘ he is called 
to raise the principle of his class into the 
principle of the age.’ He knows that in 
the moment of victory—of the realisation 
of the dominion of his class—the ugly head 
of class itself must fall, and society 
emerge. Militant, his cause is identified 
with clase; triumphant, with Humanity.” 


Poor, indeed, must be the case of the Refor- 


mist reactionaries when they have to bolster up 
their absurd and contemptible position by mis- 
n and suppression. The marvellous 
ine is is that any intelligent being should be 
duped by such palpable dishonesty. 
H. J. Hawxuys. 
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7 [Monruiy, One Pfr 
‘PARTY NOTES. 


Tue encouraging results attending our outdoor 
propaganda continue. New members are being 
enrolled every week. But if comrades in 
charge of thé meetings would keep a sharper 


look out greater results still would be achieyed.. 


e*-e 


At the close of the meetings, one can usuall 
observe a few persons remaining after the bulk 
of the audience has gone away. In many: cases 
these persons are waiting to be approached by 
our members. They are a little ey of taking 
the initiative, but our comrades should break 
the ice and introduce themselves in a friendly 
war. , 

o *« 

Then a quiet suggestion could be made that 
if they find themselves in agreement with the 
position of the speaker to whom they have bes 
been listening, they ought to join the part 
help to spread the light. On the other ond, 


| any point on which there may exist any at 


conception could be plainly elucidated and the 
listeners will. go away impressed with the 
opinion that at any rate the members of The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain have a sincere 
desire to impart a knowledge of the true position 
of the working class. 

a * Pd 

Tue Sociatist STANDARD, if we judge by the 
first number, has been a success. The sales 
have been good. We have to thank the many 
readers who have expressed their appreciation 
of its contents. 


* 


# 
* ® 


While we recognise the strenuous efforts. 
made by our comrades in disposing of the * 
papers, we trust that they will not slacken those 
efforts. We fully realise that we have brought 
ont our paper at the worst possible time—the 
end of our summer propagandist season. That 
being so, we must rely on our members to use 
their best endeavours to boom the paper in the 
winter months. The paper is the property of 
the party, and its success is desired by all who 
have the best interests of the party at heart. 

n ; 
® # 

Since our last issue we have to chronicle the 
formation of two new branches—one in Clerk- 
enwell, London, and the other in the Romford 
Division of Essex. All Socialists in these dis- 
tricts should get in touch with these branches so 
as to make them the nuclei of strong local 
bodies. 


* * 

We have had further requests for information 
from various parts of the country, and we think 
the result will be that in the near future we 
shall be able fo record the formation of branches 


in the provinces. 


* 
* 


Any Socialist desiring to obtain information 
asto the constitution or principles of the Socialist 
Party of Great Britain will receive courteous 
consideration at ourhands. We shall always be 
willing to satisfy any doubts in the minds of our 
correspondents or to give them any information. 


2 = 
Any Socialists residing in any district where 
no branch of the party exists may, pending the 
formation of such branch, become members of 
the Central Branch of the party. 
C. LEHANE. 





“for funds 'to start'an@ mai 
‘Sraitpano has placed our pi 
ancial basis. © °°) 


but as for various 


the existence of the party.” 

The Report then after giving details of the 
party membership and the attendances of the 
members of the Executive Committee, re- 
sumes:— | 

“We have to the best of our ability carried 
out. the instructions you have given as.‘ Mass 
meetings have been held in various parts of 
““London‘with the twofold obj 
advent of the party and collecting funds for the 
extension of our propaganda, and in both re- 
spects we have had a record success. A lecture 


1 meetings 
each Sunday and many others on week-days. 
Altogether about 300 propaganda meetings have 
_ been held since the-inception of the party. 

The lack of suitable literature seon made it- 
self manifest, and the want of this most power- 
ful instrument of propaganda has to a large ex- 
tent negatived the good effcct of our speakers’ 
addresses. When the party was forced into ex- 
istence, we found ourselves without any litera- 
ture of our own, and an examination of the lite- 
rature published by other organisations did not 
reveal very encouraging results. We did not, 
however, believe that bad literature was better 
than none, and decided to ask the branches to 
be careful of the literature they handled and 
recommended them for the time being to con- 
fine themselves to the list furnished them by 
this committee. 

Many otherwise suitable pamphlets—among 
them several published in America—had to 
be discarded owing to the presence of 
objectable advertisements, and even in the se- 
lected list some were found to which the same 
objéction was raised. The question of the pub- 
lication by the party of pamphlets explanatory of 
our position has engaged our attention, but pres- 
sure of business at the Centre fand lack of the 
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This fact would, largely obviate the need for | of th 
f our proceedings, 


that wer | 


taken place, we are able to lay before you a re- 

solution, confident that:your decision upon is 

will be the outcome of ari earnest and - 

desire to further the cause in which we are em- 
We have discussed at some 


considered 
in general,-in order that the ps 
may be better fitted for the struggle for working 
object in 
Economic Class 


The Peckham branch has 
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But, said Mr. Kent, let us carry‘this-to its 
si ooedaiie. “ata } ’ 


conclusion. If 4 rn} os Piemnic 


posal of the party their printing press, and this | _ 


is already being uti 
-paganda leaflets. | 

Dealing with the progress of the party, we 
have to report the formation of 14 branches, 


ed for the printing of pro- 
3 eS 


viz., Battersea, Central, Clerkenwell, East Lon- 


don, Edmonton, Fulham, Islington, Padding- | 


ton, Peckham, Southwark. Tooting, Watfo 
West Ham, Wood Green, and the increase of 
members has beap considerable. __- 

Our party is now firmly established in the 
metropolis, and its influence is being spread in- 
to the provinces where we have several members 
and hope soon to have more branches. 

We claim that we have done all that could be 
accomplished in the circumstances and within 
the time. This has meant work for us, Nota 
single penny has been paid to any of our mem- 
bers for their services, but the consciousness of 
the inevitable triumph of€pur cause is sufficient 


proposals. ° : ! é 

| claimed he was, to ing ‘at all, he. 
had aright to full rathtooanee etanies he 
became unfit for work. But he would never se- 


cure his. rights by appealing to the Capitalist — 


Government. He must o to take them for 
himself, The speaker dealt similarly with other 
reaciybicey passed &: the Trade Union Congiem, 
and red in conclusion that the true interests . 
of the people lay in allying themselves with the 
Socialist Party of Great. Britain. 
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quite a8 much concerned in cheap wheat for 
reason as for giving the worker a big 


The serious-minded worker’ who does his own 


_ thinking will probably at first be.amazed at the 
money, the en 


| and dexterity expended ' by 
both sections of the capitalist class, or its agents, 
in this campaign—all for the benefit of the work- 
ing-class. “He watches them handling figures 
and statistics in a way that must cause Cinque- 
valli to tarn ‘green with envy, each proving 
splendidly that the poverty and misery is bound 
to increase ifthe proposals of the other side are 
adopted! If, however; he turns from the asser- 
tions, contradictions, and general bewilderment 
that. surrounds .thege howling Cheap Jacks, 


and'examines thie facts of the situation calmly, 


his amazement will disappear. 
- In any form of siviliesd “eockeks certain com- 
mon expenses have to be met by the members 
of that, society in one way or another, depehding 
upop the conditions and form of that society. 


+ wealth of all communities can only be' 


produced by applying human labour to the raw 
material provided by Nature, it follows that the 
working-class produces all the wealth in exist- 
ence, no matter to what purpose it, may be 
turned. But here’a significant fact comes to 
‘light. While ‘the working class dig the ore, 

the machines, build the mills and 


factories, lay the railways—in short, bring forth 


all the instruments and necessary for 
the production and distribution’of wealth, yet 


_they own neither these instruments nor the 
wealth 


when it is produced. It does, not matter 
in what direction or with what object any mem- 
ber of the working class wishes to apply his en- 
ergies in the production of wealth, he will find 
@ barrier to that application in the fact that some 
individual or individuals ing to another 


|. .¢lags own and control the raw were = - 

ans: Machinery necessary to convert it, and who will 
4, daly permit the wor 

| ments upon the condition that the wealth pro- 


; 


ker to operate these instru- 


Issession to dis- 


Of course, it will be easily under&tood that if 

were no working class to exploit, the capi- 

talist class would have to work to keep itself, 

and they are therefore bourid to return to the 

workers sufficient of the wealth they have pro- 

duced to keep them in a state of working effici- 
ency and .to reproduce their kind. 

- The capitalists may differ among- themselves 
@s to the exact point at which this standard 
may be fixed, but they are unanimous in fight- 
ing to retain for themselvesall above this limit. 
The workers, on the other hand, are always 
struggling to increase their share of the wealth 
produced, with * varying degrees of success, 
which results in individual or sectional wages 
varying, but makes the return to the class as a 
whole a close approximation to the cost of living 
under the conditions obtaining in that society. 
It thus becomes evident that the taxes must be 
paid out of the surplus wealth extracted from 


is left in the cay 


| the workers by the capitalists; this explains 


; that they 
op Ww | intro- 
duced to protect women and children, with all 
their power; that when retu to- power in 
1892 upon the well-known Newcastle ) 
while they sent soldiers to shoot down the 
miners of Featherstone and a gunboat to “ paci-' 
fy” the dockers at Hull, they quite forgot 
to pass measures such as Payment of Members, 
‘Triennial Parliaments, One Man One Vote, Pay- 
ment of Election Expenses, which they had 

idged themselves to makelaw. Another might 
w attention to the fact that a large section 
of this ‘party im raw material and use 
large quantities of , etc., in thé manufacture 
of cotton and other textiles, and that they are 


London School of Economics & Political Science 2007 
Socialist Standard 1904 


th: ; ”»> 


not only the latter’s interest in the question of 
taxgtion, but also why it*is of small moment to 
the worker. 

“But,” says the Free Trader, “all taxes fall 
upon the consumer, and therefore the workman 
will have to pay increased prices for the arti- 
cles he purchases if a tax is placed upon 
obvious retort is that as the work- 

class are the only producers, but not the 
aly consumers, it is from the former point of 
wew that ghey should look at the matter. But 
apart from this, the statement js not true of it- 
self. Prices are determined’ primarily by the 
cost of production, and immediately by supply 
and demand. The vatiations in the latter cause 
pe: to fluctuate, but the point above and be- 
ow which they move, and tend to come to res 
is the value of the articl technically, 
commodities exchange upon the average at their 
value. If-owing to circumstances a commodity 
were being sold above its value, fresh capital 
would soon be turned in that direction, and 
competition and extra supply would cause 


‘pricey to fall. If being sold below its value, 


part of the capital would be withdrawn, and 
the diminished supply, other things remaining 
constant, would cause prices to rise to the nor- 
mal level. 

Whatever may be the conditions at any 
given time, the capitalist always sells at the 


“PHE’ SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


1 een a — 


highest price the market will bear at that 
period. Articles that are easily produced are 
often taxed without affecting the retail price at 
all, as shown in the taxes on tea, beer, and 
spirits, while in the case of tobacco one grade is 
sold retail at a price almost equalling the tax 
imposed !_ When the 1s. duty was laid on corn 
the price of bread rose ina few districts, but in 
the majority of cases it remained stationary, and 
when the duty was removed the wholesale price 
of corn rose! House rent ofers another good ex- 
ample. Often when the landlord raises the 
rent he makes the excuse that the rates have 
gone up, but he never ofers to lower them 
when rates go down, shoving thereby that it is 
only ap excuse, and:that while competition for 
‘houses continue rents will rise. When the 
Central London Railway was opened the com- 
petition for houses in Shepherd’s Bush  in- 
creased largely, and as a consequence rents rose 
as much as 3s. in the £. This was the limit 
Offered for the time being, and when shortly 
after rates were raised by good sum, the rents 
remained unaltered. 


——$— = 


monopoli 

highest 

ing on of business, 
up to the point ofa 
remaining ca 

but obviously 
rere ‘from 


m was levied ‘upon it. 
charged 6d. per gallon to the 
the tax and sold the oil at 11 
agitation-was set on foot to 
-off “the-poor man’s oil,” whieh after some per- 
severance was effected. | > 

On the same day that theduty was abolished 
Rockefeller raised the priceto the retailers to 9d. 
a gallon, who sold it to the consumers at the 
Same price as before--in other words, Rocke- 
feller was relieved’ from paying the tax that 
until then he had paid upon his product enter- 
ing the country, and the working class were in 
exactly the same position as beforeg, In London 
the abolition of the coal dues levied by the City 
authorities did not alter the retail price one far- 
thing. 

It is thus easily seen thatif the whole of the 
taxes were abolished it would not benefit the 
working class unless competition among the 
capitalists drove prices down in proportion, and 
then others would benefit as well, while the 
workers would have to reist a reduction of 
wages. 

The question thus becomes reduced to one of 
@ quarrel between the big and the little 
thieves as to the apportionment of the cost of 
maintaining the present system, and is expressed 
chiefly hy the small middleclass forming vari- 
ous tax-reform parties with the object of curtail- 
ing the powers of the monoplists and big capi- 
talists. Being only really wncerned with the 
problem of how to stop the robbery under which 
they suffer, the workers sho ld take no stock of 
the quarrel over the paying of the expenses of 
the burglary. Whether he is living in a country 
whose fiscal policy is based on Free Trade or in 
one in which it is based upon Protection ; whe- 
ther the country is highly taxed or otherwise : 
whether the district he livesin is highly rated 
or the reverse, makes little difference; the worker 
finds that whatever of the above conditions 
he may be under, a subsistence is all that upon 
an average he obtains. ‘ae 

Firmly griping the abovesound and logical 
position, The Socialist Party, the only party 
truly representing the workers, makes its attack 
upon the central pivotal poition--to capture 
the political machinery and therewith control of 
economic powers and social forces—taxation 
and the armed forces of the nation, for the pur- 
pose gf ending the robbery by overthrowing 
the systemof Capitalism, emantipating the work- 
ing class, and laying the foundations of the So- 
cialist Co-operative Commonwealth. 

J. FyrzGerabp. 
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“Should we not temporarily support, ‘or form | j 


while working for common ends”? These 
and other questions of like import are con- 
stantly being put to us by non-members of our 
party. We now propose to answer them. 


The basis of modern society is, economically, | 


. the holding by one section of the community of 
the means necessary for producing and distri- 


buting the means of living of the whole of the |’: 


community, i.e, the ownership by a.class of the 
whole wealth of: society: As against. them 
there is the vast mass of the people owning no- 
thing but their “labour-power,” their power of 
working. 

That seis being compelled to sell this 
power of working on the labour market, in re- 
turn for his:means of livelihood, has interests 
diametrically opposed to those of the employer 
who buys his activity. Hence two classes with 
conflicting interests, constantly meeting on the 
labour market, must necessarily engage in a 
struggle in’ which each combatant can gain 
only at the expense of the other. Such a strug- 
gle between classes forme a class war. 

Economically, the working class are impotent 
 solong as the employing class has possession 

of political power. Therefore, the class strug- 
gle must manifest itself as a political struggle 
for class supremacy. The working class can 
only gain their ends by taking possession of 
the potitical machine and using it so as to gain 
their ewneconomic emancipation. This can be 
done only by themselves, and the struggle in 
which they must take part to secure this is a 
class war—the working class against the em- 
ploying class. 

The basis of a Socialist Party in any country 
must, therefore, be a recognition of the fact 
that the material interests of the working class 
are in entire opposition to those of the employ- 
ing class, that is, the recognition of the class 


except . 
maintain their power by greater, concessions. 
Tn thin totter once they know they can depend 
upon their second line of defente—the adminis- 


tration of those laws which will cause the laws . 


to remain a dead letter. 


be dan 


working class life, wil] show instances innum- 
erable of the neglect of the Local Government 
Board,. or of the Borough Councils, or of 
the County Councils, m applying. - the 
laws avesdy in existence. Hous Acts 
and Public Health Acts and Acts for pre- 
vention of women returning to work at too early 
a period after child-birth, and .Factory and 
Workshop Acts are not efficiently carried out, 
while powers vested in governing bodies are 
hardly ever exercised: hus we read with re- 


gard to the pollution of the atmosphere by. 


smoke, that : “ 
“There are people in Manchester who syste- 
matically pollute the air and pay the fine, 
finding it much cheaper to do so than to 


gero } interests. } 
Any “ blue-book” dealing with any phase of 
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upon the efforts of themselves and those who 
have the same class consciaus opinions. There- 
fore we have no palliative programme. The 
only palliative we shall ever secure is the So- 
cialist Society of the future gained by fighting 
uncompromisingly at all times and in every sea- 


| son. 
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\. nomic basis of the Shoreditch Branch of the S. 


C\.JDP. . The niembérs have resolved : 
"That, Being cognisant of the great distress 
_  esmongst 


our fellow-workers in’ London, 
9 the inevitable de 
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~ hurrying and scurryi 


position of the worker 
we must 
will 
Commissioners 
have for some time past been increasing at a 
ter rate than the growth of population. 
hile the rate of increase in the population 
during the last decade was 12-2 per cent., the 
rate of increase of the insane was 24:4 per 


cent. 


% 
# * 


Those fanatical teetotallers who declare that 
it is only necessary to close public-houses in 
order to empty our lunatic asylums, should 
ponder over the fact that the Commissioners 
certify that’ alcoholic intemperance is responsi- 


' ble for not more than 22°8 per cent. of insane 


males and 9°5 per cent. of insane females. We 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 
have no desire to minimise the effect of these 
figures, but it must not be forgotten that in 
' baagiy cases where intemperance is certified as a 
cause, it is iteelf an effect of the overcrowding, 
panniers ill-ventilated, and generally - 
thy’conditions under which the workers work 
and exist. Dr. David Walsh, in his paper on 
‘“‘Unwholesome: Workshops and Dmnnk,” de 


clared that paything which weakened the 
health of the individual predisposed him to the 
use of 4 , and no sensible person will dis- 
ute this." There is only one way by which the 
th of the people can be secured and main- 
tained, and that is by the reorganisation of 
Society upon the basis laid down by the Socia- 
list Party of Great Britain. 
ad : & 4 . 
As Mr. Featherstone Asquith is now denying 
that he was nsible for the shooting of the 
miners, it will be useful for our propagandists 
to note the following reference to the matter 
which he made in his speech at Glasgow on the 
17th October, 1893 : 
“The year that had gone by had been distin- 
. guished by a large number of deplorable 
industrial disputes. .Those disputes had 
culminated in what had been a most serious 
and regretable conflict—he alluded to the 
dispute between the coalmasters and col- 
liers in the Midland parts of England. In 
-his character as Secretary of State for the 
~-Home-Department, it had been his duty to 
take executive action in more than one of 
those cases for the maintenance of the law 
and for the prevention of disorder, and he 


accepted the responsibility for every- 
thing that Ad hes done.” . 
. * 


* 
* 


derson, Shacklettin; Steadman; and 
others receiving the support of the L.R.C. The 
e LR-C., but the Sad 
f not affiliate to it nationally, although it 
permits its prominent members to attend the 
nferences and be adopted as L.R.C. candi- 
dates. W. Thorne has not yet been called upon 
to resign his membership of the 8.D.F. for hayv- 
eras to run as a “Tabour” candidate, 
although for the same backing-down A. E. 
was requested to send in his resignation. 
Moreover, since Thorne has fallen ‘into line with 
the L.R.C., conditions, he has been publicly 
aeppocted by Quelch, Jones, Hayday, and other 
well-known members of the 8.D.F., at a demon- 

stration at which he declared that: 
“he believed the eight hours day was the 

_ most important of all questions.” 
For of such is the S.D.F.! Quelch and his 
friends support Thorne; he supports Alden, 
Crooks, Steadman, and Co.; Alden, § n, 
and Co. support Asquith and Co.; and E. Bel- 
fort Bax writes letters, which are published in 
the Press, from the National Liberal Club! No 
wonder ‘we are asked by a correspondent 
whether the S.D.F. still assert that there is no 
difference between Liberals and Tories, and 
whether we can explain what they mean by 
their continual references to “‘ keeping free from’ 
entangling alliances?” We cannot: we give it 
up. 


Asquith is a Liberal. So also are 
“Crooks, Hen iinet 


* 
* * 


At the annual conference of the Sanitary In- 


spectors’ Association held last month at Bourne- 


mouth, the President in his opening address, 
said that the Public Health Acts could not be 


| administered in many places owing to the fact 


that the officers held their appointments from 
year to year, and were in consequence depen- 
dent upon the goodwill of individual members 
of the authority Appointing them. What mem- 
ber of the association of some years’ experience 
had not been covertly or openly threatened by 


some member or members of Ais authority, or 


‘by those aspirmg to the rena ither attack- 


ing his insanitary property, selzing his unsound 
—or sampling his adulterated—food? Quite so, 
and so long as the governing institutions are 
controlled by the capitalist class, the legislation 
and ‘administration will be in the interest of 
that class. And mere Labourism will not alter 
it. Many a “Labour” member makes the 


| 


| 
{ 


4) 


The capitalist press is filled with articles con- 
cerning the out-of-works, the homeless, free 
meals, and other pastimes to which the capita- 
list clase devotes its attention when other things 
pall. There is no question about things bein 
terribly bad, and that they have not yet touch 
bottom. In the business world there isa gene- 
ral complaint of slackness of trade and tight- 
nees of money—the latter being perennial with 
the wage-worker. Speaking for theChurch Army 
last month, Mr. Colin F. Campbell told a Daily 
Telegraph representative that he shared the 
general opinion that the approaching winter 
was likely to be one of very great severity for 
the poorest of the poor. During the summer 
months their.Labour Homes had been without 
exception full, and he had never known that to 
be the case during the 12 years he had been 
there. There were more of the better class of 
people asking help than there had ever been. 
Canon Scott Holland, preaching in St. Paul's 
Cathedral on September 11th, gave the follow- 
ing word-picture of London to-day : 

“Look at London to-day! Sum up its story ! 
It’s poverty! It’snakedness! It’s suffer- 
ing! There it all welters! Can we not 
go closer down into it? Can we not fling 
into it our reagon, our i ination, our 
conscience—so that we actually see what 
the unhappy see, and feel what the wronged 
feel, and burn with their indignation, and 
pray with their prayers? This is not done 
—not done even so.much as it was done. 
There is a slackening of social interest—a 


deadening of social reform. People donot — 


care as they did. There is no movement. 
Everything that we hoped for is caught in- 
some di backwater. Yet thé poor 
babies still die in their hundreds, simply 
through the murderous infamy of the con- 
ditions into which they are born. And 
the sweated women still toil from morning 
to night for a starvation wage, as literally, 
as intolerably, as ever !-And the poor 
are more than ever left behind out of the 
marching hosts. And the weak invalids 
are still squeezed down to the level of the 
criminals and the loafers. We should 
never let such things be if we really iden- 
tified ourselves with those who suffer under 
them—if we took their sorrows as our sor- 
row—-if we were made one with their 
need.”’ 
Such is the picture, not overdawn in the slight- 
est il. Cynics will note that it has been 
drawn in the chief institution of the Christian 
Church, ‘that class organisation which has so 
ably assisted the capitalists im their efforts to 
keep the people down. And what is said here 
of London can be said of every large and weal- 
thy city throughout the world. It is Hell! 
After two thousand years of Christianity, after 
centuries of middle-class domination, after years 
of Tory and Liberal Government, London is 
Hell! And no matter where we turn, one pro- 
blem forces itself upon us and demands solution. 
In Monarchic Britain, in Kaiser-inflicted Ger- 
many, in Se Sag France, in Free America, 
in Despotic Russia, it is Hell for the proletariat. 
The problem of world-wide poverty in the midst 
of plenty will never be solved by sermons, 
prayers, Labour Homes, or Labour Leaders. It 
will only be solved when the people assume the 
ownership and control of the means of life, and 
roduce for their own use instead of for idlers. 
o prepare the proletariat for this complete re- 
volution is the mission of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain.—K. 
—_—_—_—X—KXKX__ar_ee 
A New York cable states! “A law which 
comes into operation to-day (Sept. Ist, 1904), 
makes it bribery for an employer to pay money 
toa labour leader to avert a strike. Hitherto 


blackmail of this kind has been exceedingly 


common.”’ 
LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 


154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC GLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 


best possible supporter and defender of Capi- | Square, London, W., full particulars will be 


| talism and its works. 


sent. 
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© have been inadeif the 6.D.F. and LLP. 0em- 
~ bere had had a clear ant of Socialist 


i is what we 


A 
second such error would have disastrous effects 
“were it not for the existence .of a branch of the 


born politicians and wirepullers li 
members of the Weat. Ham Town. Council. 

Mr. Will Thorne, of the 8.D.F., who was to 
have been the Socialist Parliamentary candidate 
for South West Ham at the next General Elec- 


tion, is now, we are i to run as the 


informed, to 1 : 
Labour candidate under the ‘auspices of the 


Labour Representation Committee. Not that. 
this makes much difference, for Thorne already 


had his bands firmly tied by- his pledges to his 


‘ union, the Catholics, and the Passive Re 

So even if he understood what Socialism means 
—which he never did—and was élected—which 
is not probable—he would be so firmly bound 
by his pledges that he would not be able to act 
as an exponent of Socialism in the House. Our 
S.D.F. friends have not yet even learned that 
elementary political lesson for Socialists, viz., 
to keep free from entangling alliances. 

One of the things which Socialists have so 
fiercely criticised and held up to public scorn, 
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triguiag and these corrupt practices—though 

ps, not legally corrupt, they are from!’ 

ialist: point of view—has been to put back 

the clock for years, and although I. am sure 
that a warning to keep clear of both these 


tions.and the public to what to an unbi 


observer appears to be trickery, which is not 
can- | 


even successful trickery, and practices that 
not be condoned. H.G.H. 
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‘ OBJECT. 
a system of j-seciety based upon the 
Mi ownership .and democratic control of the means and 
ents for producing and distributing wealth by and in the 
whole community. : : 


OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN 
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anto the agent of emancipation and the 
aristocratic and plutocratic. 
cal parties are but the expression of class 


The- Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
political action determined to wage war against all other political 
ed labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
>. upon: the members of the working-class of this country to muster 
». under its banner to the-end that 
\ ystem which deprives them of the fruits of their 
poverty may give 
uality, and slayery to freedom. 


‘ . ~ ™~ ™~ i, 


Reports rom Branches Sor insertion-under this 
» Reading wus be’ in szvone the 20th of each 


month, otherwise they cannot appear. 


‘ 


> OF -ande : Sip es 
| -H, Kusreatt.—Thanks, for suggestions, one 


you will cheered Yee been adopted in this. 

e other matter is pany fee 

S.W.T.L. (Peckham).—We bave an article in *hand 
dealing with the subject of. your query. Saar 
for what you want and yqu will get it when 

| and other things permit. iF 

B. M. Jonas.—Certainly not. The object of our 
journal is to expound the principles of Socialism. 

f you have any suggestions to offer which might 
enable us the better to carry out that object, 
all means send them along. -What you suggest 
is not Socialism. ree? 

J: Samuets (Stratford).—This is the inevitable’ out- 
come of supporting fakirs of any kind. We-are - 
watching the situafion with interest; and shall act 
in the true interests of Social- 
refer you to our Branch Directory for 
mation you require. 
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emancipation. must be the work of the working 


ommon property of society of the means 
ibution, and their democratic control bythe 


the working-class is 
emancipation of the 
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the conquest . of 


-Class is diametrically 
the master-class, the 


a speedy termination may be 
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on Thursdays, and a History Class, meeting on 
Fridays, both commencing at 8 p.m., to which 
all members of the party are heartily invited. 
The only condition of membership is regular 
attendance. : . 

We of the Battersea branch fully realise that 
all our time and energies are required for the 
work of educating the workers to a clear con- 
ception of the causes of their misery, and of or- 
ganising them so that they will concentrate all 
their efforts upon the capture of the political 
machine which is held and used by the master 
class as an instrument of oppression and exploi- 
tation. We have no time, therefore, to waste in 
appeals to the capitalist class for measures of 
reform, because we know that nothing short of 
complete economic freedom, and- nothing short 
of the overthrow of capitaliam, will put an end 
to the system under which the robbery and 

ion of the worker on. 
t the oppressor will 
elves must 
ton. ‘‘He who would be 
the blow.” It is our 
part to show the worker how the blow must be 
struck. 

Weecho the cry of our comrade Lehane. The 
watchword 1s Onward ! to the Socialist Republic. 
Te Man with THE Rep Frac. 
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Tuts branch is not very large in numbers, but 
we try to make up by energy what we lack in 
that respect, The district we are working is, 
perhaps, the most povertv-stricken in the metro- 
polis, and should by a lot of hard work and well 
organised, offer good ground to spread the seed 
of Socialism and build up a strong branch of 
The Socialist Party. 

The far eastern portion, viz., Poplar, Brom- 

ley, Stepney, is the hot-bed of the alleged La- 
bour leader, who, so far as possible, does every- 
thing to confuse the minds of the working class 
as to their correct position, and asa consequence 
the working class are apathetic and indifferent 
regarding their social welfare. 
' The work of this branch is to give a clear ex- 
position of the conflict of interests between the 
working class and the master class, which in this 
district is made most intensely manifest, to 
arouse that enthusiasm which arises from class 
consciousness, and to organise the workers into 
The Socialist Party determined to wage war 
against Capitalism and all its supporters, with 
the ultimate object of securing its complete over- 
throw.—W.W. 


EDMONTON. 

‘Oxe of our most successful meetings was held 
on Sept. 4, addressed by Comrade Lehane. | 
mention it particularly because at that meetin 
we introduced Tur Sociauist STANDARD aad 
sold it in large numbers, because the current 
issue Of Fustice had-a reference to us in which 
the comic element strove in vain to outdo the 
‘false, but which our comrade, a comparative 
stranger to the local circumstances, was easily 
able to thoroughly discredit; and also because 
as a result of the foregoing, the meeting was 
made the occasion of those. silly S.D.F. attacks 
we had hoped were things of the past. We 
realise that for some time to come considerable 
clearing away of. misconceptions will be neces- 
sary before the Socta/ist party shall reap the full 
reward of its labour.— A: ANDERSON. 


- 


FULHAM. 
Despite the fact that we have had to open up a 
station for our open-air work, our propaganda 
meetings have been well attended ; the number 
of Tue Sociaxist Stanparp we have been able to 
dispose of being very considering the dis- 
advantages under which we have laboured. 
Judged by the character of the questions we 
are called upon to answer, especially’ in regard 
to alleged labour and semi-Socialist bodies, our 


work is ‘beginning to tell, and there is every — 


possibility of our numerical strength, smail 
though it is at present, being considerably aug- 
mented in the near future: -If all- good Socialists, 
attached or unattached, would but appreciate 
the importance of being associated with an or- 
ganisation such as ours, based as it is upon 
sound principles, and pursuing as it does a 
straight and clearly defined policy, how much 
more effectively would we be able to accomplish 
the work: we are called upon to do in this dis- 
trict! However, we have made a commencement, 
and are on the way to overtake, perhaps to beat 
even, the Islington record. 
We are endeavouring to have a series of meet- 
ings at Fulham Cross on Thursday evenings at 
-30, and if any speaker happens along that 
way we shall be pleased to greet him and utilise 
his services.-—E. J. B. ALLEN, Sec. 


ISLINGTON. 
Tae Comrades of “ Merrie Islington” are cer- 


tainly justifying their existence as a branch of . 


the Socialist Party of Great Britain, and can, 
without undueegotism, look back upon a month’s 
hard propaganda and feel highly satisfied with 
the‘results thereof. = 

Our morning meeting of Sunday, September 
4th, in Finsbury Park, established, I believe, a 
record for the party. A large audience listened 
while Comrade Lehane stated the case for Socia- 
lism as the only solution for the many evils and 
problems that exist around us, and at the close 
of the address subscribed 15s. 4d. to our war 
chest, besides purchasing 8 pamphlets and 69 
copies of The Socialist Standard. The rest of 


| our Sunday meetings, although not quite such 


| of literature. Plenty 


financial successes, have resulted in good sales 
of questions are always 
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For a comparatively small town the number 
of these parties is, to put it mildly, abnormal, 
and it is no great wonder that, with so much to 
distract and divert their attention from the con- 
sideration of the real problem underlying their 
condition, the workers should not readily appre- 
ciate their class standing and the necessity: for 
organisation upon the basis of the class struggle 
as the indispensable condition of successful con- 
flict with capitalism. " 

If our ardent local new-party mongers (a 
brand new reforming body is tarned out about 
every month) would but stop to think some- 
times, they might be able to understand that 
every one of the insignificant and ludicrous lit- 
tle parties is simply 2 further factor making for 
working class confusion—simply one more divi- 
sion of the available working = ie 
that might otherwise be focussed upon. first 
causes of, and real remedies for, working class 
ills ; one more obstacle that will have to be 
overcome before Labour can enter into’ its own. 

What the workers of Watford and elsewhere 
want is a straight lead upon a clear issue, and 
it is precisely because they have never had the 
one given them, and the other kept plainly be- 
fore-them ; it is precisely because they have 
been led to follow the fantasy of reform, and 
have found themselves at the end of their jour- 
ney in very much the position they formerly 
occupied, that they to-day are ‘sullen, disconso- 
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is GD, fos é . 16, J. Crump ;; 
Oct. 23, E J. B. Allen; Oct. 30, H.\ 
N $yy 


Prince 6t Wales” Head, York “Raid, 6.30,’ 
- p.ta.: Oct 2, H.Relsey | Oct. 9>f: Fitz-.. 
‘gerald; Oct, 16, H.C. Phillips ; Oct.* 
y.; Oct. 30, E. J. B. Allen. 


om 


i 
Fitzgerald 


e - 


| EDMONTON 


—F ins- ’ 


anth Oct. T.. ns; 
; e atts 5 Oct.: 30, H. Bel-° 


‘| PADDINGTON.—Prince of Wales, Harrow. 


And 80 the reformer-must go into the cate- 
gory of working class enemies; and. must be 


, fought as strenuously as the hard-grained pro- 


letarian ignorance and apathy, the more so be- 
cause he is the a by producer, the ignorance 
amma RAY. 


We are now endeavouring to arrange 
a combined attack of the two branches (West 


Ham and the new town of East 
age emp te to Paith ie ur 


loyed 

Coancil have already started. 

the unemp all over the area covered by the 
West Ham Union are already growing rapidly, 
wo that shay ‘peceues  USveT indeed as 
soon as winter sets in. I should:not be surprised 
if the local administrative bodies do not find 
that they have a little more than they can han- 
dle when they attempt to deal: with the “Un- 
employed question” this year.—G.H. 


, hey WOOD GREEN. R 

Sivcz my last report, in addition to excellent 
meetings on Jolly Butchers’ Hill, we have ex- 
tended our activities to the West Green Comer 


of High Road, Tottenham. Our first meeting [~ 


on this spot was held on Sunday evening, Sept. 
4, apd wag certainly a success both from the 
standpoint of numbers and of interest, as shown 
by questions touching our principles. TH So- 
CIALIST STANDARD sold well. Meetings have 
been held every Sunday since with equal suc- 
cess, and in the very near future the Tottenham 
Branch of the party will surely be formed.— 
Joun Crump. 3 


‘Road, 11.30, Oct. 2, F.C, Watts; Oct, 
9,. ing Pa ane E. BR a “3 
Oct. 23, .H. |. Haw ns ; . 30, - J. 
Richmond. 


PECKHAM.—Peckham Rye, 6.30, Oct. 2, A. 
Aldbery; Oct. 9, E. J. B. Allen; Oct. 
16, F. C. Watts; Oct: 28, H: C. Phil- 
lips; Oct. 30, C. Lehane, 

REGENT’S PARK:—Regent’s Park, 11.30,Oct 
2, H. J.-Hawkins; Oct. 9, F.C. Watts; 
Oct. 16, F.: Leigh; Oct. 23, J, Rich- 
mond ; Oct. 30, T. Allen. 

SOUTHWARK.—Kennington Triangle, 11.30, 
Oct. 2, H. Belsey; Oct. 9, A. Aldbery; 
Oct. 16, H. Nearman ; Oct. 23, H. Bel- 
séy ;- Oct. 30, C. Lehane. 

TOOTING.—Gathon’ Read. 11.30, Oct. 2, J. 
Crump; Oct. 9, H. Belsey ;--Oct. 16, 
A. Aldbery; Oct. 23, J. Fitzgerald ; 
Oct, $0, F. C. Watts. - 

Tooting. Broadway, 6.30, Oct. 2, A. An- 
derson; Oct. 9, F. Leigh ; Oct. 16, H. 
Belsey ; Oct. 23, J. Fitzgerald ; Oct. 30, 
T. A. Jackson. 

Tooting Broadway, Wednesdays, 8 p.m., 

Branch. 

TOTTENHAM.—West Green Corner, 7, Oct. 
2, T. A. Jackson ; Oct. 9, A. Anderson; 
Oct, 16, C. Lehane ; Oct. 23, R. Kenny; 
Oct. 30, F. Leigh. ' 

WATFORD. — Market Place, 7, Oct. 3, J. 
Fitzgerald; Oct. 9, F. C. Watts ; 16, 
T. Allen ; Oct. 23, C. Lehane; Oct. 30, 
H. J. Hawkins. 

WEST HAM.—Wanstead Park'Station, 7, Oct. 

"2 Branch ; Oct. 9, C. Lehane ; Oct. 16, 

Branch ; Oct. 23, A. Anderson ; Oct. 
30, J. Fitzgerald. . 

WOOD GREEN.—Jolly Butchers Hill, 11.30, 
Oct. 2, T.Jacobs; Oct. 9, H. J. Hawkins; 
Oct. 16, R. Kenny ; Oct. 23, J. Crump ; 
Oct. 30, T. A. Jackson. 


All Communications to 
A. C. DOWDESWELL,_. 
44, Howland St.,- 
Tottenham Court Road, W.C. 
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A LOOK ROUND 


THE article upon the ‘Futility of Reform,” 
which occupied the leader columns of our last 
issue, has not met with the complete approval 
of all our readers, and several have expressed 
their disagreement with our contention that the 
capitalist class will introduce reforms when the 
exigencies of commercialism demand them. But 
we would recommend -our critics to read the 
correspondence which has passed between 
Kenric B. Murray, writing on behalf of the 
manufacturers’ section of the London Chamber 
of Commerce and the Board of Education. If a 
word to the wise is sufficient, then those who 
possess the necessary wisdom will appreciate 
the position of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain. - 


& 
* * 


In his letter Mr. Murray states that the 
manufacturers have passed the following 
resolution :— | | 

“That, in order to retain our industrial 

position and to introduce into this country 
such further industries as may be profitably 
developed, this section is of opinion that 
it is absolutely necessary to raise the 
standard, and, if possible, cheapen the 
cost of technical and higher technical 
education, and ‘that representations be 
made to the Board of Education in this 
sense.” 

Note, that the object in view is the 
“profitable” development of industries, not 
the education of workers for education's sake. 


The letter further illustrates two points—the 
readiness when “ profitable” to the capitalist 
class to invoke the aid of the State in industrial 
matters and the admission that British manu- 


' 
' 


j 


SL nese 


facturers have lost ground in the struggle for | 


the World’s Market, not simply 
fiscal conditions but beeause 


because of | 


“up to the present time manufacturers in | 
this copntry have not in many cases: suf- | 


ficiently realised that there is a scientific 


aspect to every branch of manufacture | 
requiring study and attention in order to | 


attain the highest results.”’ 


If for ‘highest results” is substituted 
“ greatest profits,” one can easily understand 


why 


the support of the Board of Education and 
of the existing institutions engaged in 


teaching work in developing this valuable | urge U j 
_ vided by municipalities for the unemployed it 
- should not 


branch of education on lines which will 
place British manufacturers and_ their 
employees on an equality with their 
foreign competitors.” 


be 
* * 


| * Social Reformers.”’ 


ourselves the things which we need. 


———<——<—— 


LONDON, NOVEMBER. 1904. _ 


It is of course possible that the student could 
do this under capitalism, but very improbable, 
except for the privileged few. Under Socialism 


it will be the rule. 
+. 


* * 
Conferences may come and conferences may 
go, but the unemployed stay on for ever—as 
long as competition prevails. It was not to be 


expected that Mr. Walter Long, who draws £40 | 
a week as salary for the services he is supposed . 
to render the people, with the right to claim a | 
| of the London 
that things were sufficiently serious to demand _ ending 31st March last has 
The hardy annuals of relief | 
works, afforestation, emigration, labour bureaux, | 
“ back to the land” ria small holdings, and the | 
| and, according to the report, the prospect of any 
_ diminution in the increase appears to be most 

problematical. The average weekly cost of each 


the land’ here are acres and acres out of | Patient in London County Asylums is 11s. 43d. 


cultivation needing their labour—only the 44 a8 mu 
| maintaming those out of asylums there would . 


pension when he loses his job, would consider 


serious measures. 


like are being discussed. One of our corre- 
spondents somewhat sarcastically writes :-- 


“If the unemployed want to get ‘back to 


owner may object. From where I sit I look 
over a large farm and see nothing but 
grass fields, and pgor ones at that. In the 
foreground is a cottage where, if the in- 
habitants wish to descend to the kitchen, 
they can drop through the holes in the 
ceiling, and so save the wear and tear of 
a staircase ! 
contented. 

times get 17s. ! 


In a very good week he some- 
Certainly often in winter 


he gets nothing, but he can save during | 
Besides, he | 


the. prosperity of summer! 
has only seven children, and two of these 
(bovs of 14 and 16) leave home at 5 am. 


and return at about 8 p.m., and get ds. | 


and 6s. a week. He ought to. be a 
drunkard, but instead of that he is a tee- 
totaller and very industrious, working 


hard all day, and at night returning to 
slave in his Bxof gardep/vhich supports 
them occasionally in ing-a-week times. | 


He’s going to Le kicked out soon, and | 


there's no house for him to go to, save a 
model dwelling at 6s. a week, his average 
wage being 12s. And then he'll lose his 


garden, too, but no compensation for him. | 
Come * 


Oh! the joys of a country life! 
back, my friends, to the land!” 


* 
* * 

When we go: back it must be upon a basis 
not yet thought of by those who pose as 
Not to “labour at a loss 
for the profit of a boss” but to produce for 
** Ad- 


vanced ’’ politicians like Mr. George Lansbury 


“manufacturers, therefore, would welcome (who left the Radicals to join the Social 


Democratic Federation), W. Crooks, and otbers 


_ have sent to the Press a “ Note of Warning,” 
& 


Send your victims to labour colonies. place over | 


in which they urge that whatever work is pro- 


“release workers from the stimulus 
having to satisfy an employer.” 


them some. well-hardened taskmasters, credit 


In the reply of the Board of Education pre- | 
| sermons and prayers, and all will be well. 


sent day capitalist methods are condemned :— 


‘The Board recognise the great advantage | 
accruing from the concentration of interest, 


which is possible only when the student is 
in a position to make study his single. aim 


—to devote his whole time to education.” _| 
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them with 6d. per day, give them plenty of 


_ 
* * 


The editor of Reynolds's Newspaper, who has 
for some months pafted the S.D.F. on the back, 
because it has suited his purposes to do 80, 


Yet the man ought to be | 


of 





[Monruiy, One Penny 
writes the following respecting that body’s 
“ demand ” for an autumn session - 

“It is equally comical to hear suggestions 
about an autumn session of Parliament to 
consider the question of the unemployed, 
coming, too, from Socialist organisations, 
who are always saying that Parliament is 
‘no good.’ Such amateurish fooling makes 
one despair.” 

Be 
* a 
The annual report of the Asylums’ Committee 
County Council for the year 
just been issued and 
shews that there are 23,948 certified lunatics in 
London alone, an increase of 996 over last year. 
This is the largest annual increase ever recorded 


If as much as that were spent each week in 


be less need to celebrate our “ progress ”’ peri- 
odically by providing further accommodation 
for our lunatics. 
* 
* * 

There exists in Holland a Union of Socialist 
Teachers, founded ten years ago. Its program 
states :— 


“That the popular school, called into exist- 
ence by the possessing class under the cry 
‘cultivation of the people by teaching the 
people,’ has proved to be in their hands 
only the means of doling out to the children 
of the people that minimum knowledge 
which has become necessary to supply the 
capitalist want of more or less educated 
labourers, besides being the means of im- 
pressing upon them so-called Christian and 
social virtues, which, in reality, are nothing 
but notions conducive to the maintenance 
of capitalism; that the non-possessing 
class, too, being — insufficiently taught 
themselves, deprived of all influence on 
school education and therefore not. in- 
spired with genuine interest in it, see in 
the popular school only the way that en- 
ables their children to earn their bread 
afterwards ; that, moreover-~partly in con- 
sequence of the causes given above: all 
education which rises above the level of 
what capitalism demands, is doomed to 
sterility for the young proletarian because 
of the bad conditions.” 


That this is just as true of Britain as of Hol- 
land, or, for that matter, of every other country, 
is Only another proof of the international char- 
acter of the social problem. As the principles 
of the Union declare : 

“The social vocation of the popular school 
is to educate the growing generation in 
such a way as to develope body and mind 
harmoniously,” but “ only the political and 
economic emancipation of the people will 
fully secure the emancipation of the mind.” 

Those who really desire that econouric emanci- 
pation must enrol in the Army of International 
Socialism, the British Section of which is The 
Socialist Party of Great Britain. J. Kay. 


AND we too love peace, but not the peace of 
slavery. -Marar. 
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Women Werkeit in Japiil. 
——_—— 
(From Le Socialiste.. Translated by P. J. 
Tobin.) 


Ir is quite a common thing to ask Socialists : 
‘Are you for Russia or Japan?” To'this ques- 
tion, as to many others which usually crop up 
when two cut-throat thieves attack each other 
under our modern social system, we have only 
one reply : ‘‘ Above all, we-are for the proleta- 
riat of every country.” This does not, however, 
prevent us from stating objectively in the case 
of the Russo-Japanese war, that the victory of 
the Japanese forces would mean as an inevitable 
consequence the political emancipation of Rus- 
sia: its almost certain deliverance from the 
-_home enemy—we speak of Czarism, hangman, 
and knout-beater. és 

In the meantime, let us study the situation of 
those who interest us most in countries— 
the proletariat. We begin with that of Japan, 
the known and most exploited. Take, for 
instance, the J working woman. 

The development of the great industries has 

2 i _aggravating the econo- 
ra slavery of wom 


modern Japs. e find as many work- 
women as workmen. The cotton spinning 
mills of egafend)i, num 2,700 as 
against 300 men; in those of Boseki, 3,000 
against 500—that is, six, and even nine, women 
for every man. In the extensive Mourai tobacco 
factories of Kyoto, they are 2,500, ing five- 
sixths of the entire staff. The match industry 
employs almost exclusively women and children. 
Even in the Imperial Printing Works the 
women are much more numerous than the 


' Under the preceding social system they-were 
put to work at the roughest employments. To- 
"day under the capitalist regime they are em- 
ployed in the most trying industries. _ 

In the linen spinning mills of Hokkaido they 
live during entire weeks at a time in a stuffy 
atmosphere. In the paper mills of Odji they 
carry heavy baskets, filled with stinking rags, 
into smoky rooms. At the mines of Muke they 
not only work at the surface, removing earth 
or dragging coal, but even in the very bottom : 
mothers often descending into the pits with 
children on their backs. 

Capitalism in Japan gives a better example 
than in other countries of the tendency to re- 
place male labour by female and child labour ; 
a tendency so well analysed in the first volume 
of “Capital” by Marx. The proportion of 
women employed in the t industries, accord 
ing to the statements of Wenlersse, continues on 
the increase, and we find it stated in the official 
report presented at the Chicago Exhibition that 
in the little town of Souva there are more than 
40 silk manpfactories employing hundreds of 
women," fomen earn more working in this 
manner t they were employed as domestic 
servants. It is, moreover, very difficult to ob- 
tain them for domestic purposes anywhere in 
the neighbourhood of a factory. 

In the cotton spinning mills the average pro- 
portion of women to men was in 1886 only two 
to one; in 1897 it had increased to more than 
three while to-day it has attained a figure of 
five, six, and even more. 

The Japanese woman is considered much 
more able at certain work than the man. Wen- 
lersse says that in the Imperial Printing Works 
women are employed in counting bank notes, 
in stippling sheets of stamps, and gumming the 


backs; and with what rapidity do they not | 
only about 10d. daily, which is the maximum, | 


make their fingers travel; how they run from 
one machine to another, making their wooden 
sandals clatter on the stone flags-—quite little 


people, like white mice, in their great large | 


linen robes ! , 

The nimbleness of the tobacco factory girls 
is surprising. ‘They wrap up as many as 100 
packets of cigarettes in tin paper per hour— 
1,000 ina day. Those who fold up the large 
boxes are still more dexterous; the girls em- 
ployed in the match factories paste 60 labels 
per minute on the littl€é boxes, and continue 
thus for nine consecutive hours; while, in the 
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In the first. place, the woman is 
docifé, and: in order to get her better under his 
thumb, he has her brought from the most dis- 
tant: provinces: | \ 
country-people make scarcely any 
opposition to delivering up their daughters to 
the iting agents of the great manufac- 
tend, Tx ordet to get the children and parents 
to make up their minds these agents have re- 
course to false - Here is what Saito 
fearidelnai i employed by the Ministry of 

iculture and Commerce, says :— 
“T have been speaking with an old work- 
woman in the cotton spinning mills . of 
Kanegafendji.at Tokio. She has told nte 
that the pany’s agent said to her, be- 
fore the, engagement, that the work was 
very easy, the pay considerable, and that 
before settling down to her duties, she 
could visit all parts of Tokio, see the thea- 
tres, listen to the concerts, all that she 
‘wished; eating and drinking the best to be 
had in the finest restaurants.” : 
As the greater part of these women are pea- 
sants, cot world and its 


ware they easily consent to any proposals which 


ill give them the pleasure of seeing the many 
‘novelties -“aboaiding in the great city. So off 

out little peasant girl without. more ado. 
lowever, the day following her departure with 
the agent, she is limited to a plate of vegetables 
and rice both for breakfast and dinner ; and all 
such are put down to her, as also the 


| expenses nt 
coat of travelling. On arriving at rokis she 


io, she 

certainly conducted to the principal p 
Sf interest in the town, not forgetting the res- 
taurants, as had been promised, but everything 
was duly chalked down to her aceount. Not 
having sufficient money to defray those outlays, 
a certain proportion was each month deducted 
from her wages. Now, the-work was hard and 


the wage small: 6d. per day. Consequently, - 


she could not support thf intolerable condition 
and left the factory one fine day on the' pretext 
of aria be walk—such a trick being ible 
only in the most exceptional cases, while the 
swindle just recounted is quite the rule. 

Women allow themselves to be very easily 
exploited by the employers ; they are the com-: 
plete dupes and victims of the capitalist system. 
(Their most elementary interests demand that 
they should wake up to this fact and organise— 
in Japan as well as in Europe. 

- Moreover, female labour is preferred above 
all, for the reason that it is more profitable. 
Eleven hours of solid work per day is exacted 
and obtained from the Japanese workwomen— 
sometimes even eleven and a half. If an hour is 
granted to them during the day for eating, it is 
on condition that the machines are kept going ; 
they must make an arrangement among them- 
selves whereby they go to meals in such order 
that the factory always has its complement of 
workers. Sunday is unheard of; two days’ 


“days” consist of but a few hours. 
the entire year they have scarcely five holidays, 


and those for the purpose of repairing—the | 


machines, more precious to the capitalist than 


that other human machine which can always be | 


readily replaced in the event of a breakdown ! 


No law has so far been passed on the limita- | 


tion of the women’s working hours; just as the 


men, they work night and day indifferently. | 


Their wage is beneath contempt. In Japan we 


are still in the stages of ‘“ primitive accumula- | 


tion” thus styled by Karl Marx, the Dante of 
the regime under which wé live. 
The more dexterous weavers of Osaka earn 


'the minimum amounting to but 43d. The 
‘women who gum the labels on matchboxes 


'to ls., while where men and women are em- 
| ployed at the same work, the latter are paid 
| from a third to a half less than the men. _ 

| How do those “ galley slaves” of the Japa- 


| nese factory bear such conditions of labour? It | 


opens sometimes with an idyll such as would 
'make the esthetic; Pierre Loti | 
“Madame Chrvsanthemum’’) and his fair 


q 


receive 34d. in a working day. In the cotton | 
spinning mills the adult women get from 63d. | 


(author of | 
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‘fashion—here is a picture: 
| give1in the.port of Nagasaki 
l more si mie interesting - 
you see the women porters wi 
their sugar foaf hats of brown straw 
adorned with white and blue cambric, be- 
low which peeps out bunches of jet black 
hair. ‘To see their sparkling eyes, their. 
cheeks all rosy and tanned from the sun's 
rays, that air of sweetness spread over their 
features, is quite a pleasure. With what 
an unembarrassed step, without the impedi- 
‘ment of skirts and not fearing to allow 
their legs to be seen, do they not carry the 
_ large bamboo cane to which are attached 
heavy black basketg’ =.) . 2. 
They laugh, push, and tickle one another 
as they pass, arid offer rio objection what- 
' ever to being encircled round the waist by 
some young men working in the same gang 
. . But these pretty white legs soon 
waver, and on the planks which stretch 
trembling from the quay to the ship, a 
little fright and wey much fati close 
those lips in pain, which, but a short time 
“since, expanded in a dazzling smile. ” 
And all this for a few pence a day ! 
Among every eight Japanese workwomen we 
find one prostitute. Under, the conditions 


which she lives her “erring sister” is not the 


least intelligent nor the most to complain. She 
is but a rebel sayy" an escaped slave of the 
capitalist compound. ° : 

And this they call “ Civilisation !”’ 


Our :article in our last issue on the situation in| 


West Ham has already had some effect on the > 


S.D.F. Executive Council, hence the following 
paragraph in Fustice for October 22nd;— , 
“In West 
but are putting forward a ‘strong list ,of 
candidates, with which they hope to do 
much to reconquer the position they held 
before the unholy ‘ Alliance’ gaimed the 
sway. When next our comrades are in the 
ascendant there they will take care not to 
be hampered by“ any half-hearted, fair- 
weather adherent.” : 
Will they? As the articles in the last and in 
this issue show, they are doing exactly the 
same thing as they did before, and with their 
eyes open. 3 
In West Ham friends and enemies alike 
recognise that the formation of the ‘labour 
group” was a great mistake. We Socialists 


often say that the working man will exhaust the _ 


possibilities of error before he tries the Socialist 
road; but what can be said of men calling 
themselves Socialists who deliberately make the 
same error twice over? Either they are know- 
ingly and of set purpose trying to give Socialism 
a set back in favour of “ labourism,” or they 
are a set of utter incompetents. The Clarion 
may have been right some years ago when they 
urged West Ham to “ Fire out the fools” but 
in our opinion it would almost seem to be_a 


| case of “ more knave than fool.” 
rest only are allowed each month, and even such | 
During | 


. ‘ 


WAS THIS PROPHETIC. 
Quoth he, “I am resolved to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery ; 
And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which you go— 
What makes a knave a child of God 
And one of us ?—“‘ A livelihood.” 
‘‘What renders beating out of brains, 
And murder, godliness ?’’—‘‘ Great gains.” 
“What makes you encroaeh upon our trade 
And damn all others’ ’’ ?—‘“‘ To be paid.’ 
“What makés all doctrines plainand clear?”-— 
About two hundred pounds a year.” 
‘And that which was proved true before, 
Prove false again ?’”’—“‘’T'wo hundred more.” 
“And what makes breaking of all oaths . 
A holy duty ?”—* Food and clothes.” 
‘‘What’s orthodox and true believing 
Against a conscience ?””—“‘A good living.”’ 


From Hudibras by Samvuet But er, 1612-1680. 


They shall build houses and inhabit them ; and they 
shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of them. They 
shall not build, and another inhabit; they shall not 
plant, and another eat.—ISAIAH, LXV. 21, 22. 
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am they are by no means asleep, © 
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A FORECAST OF THE COMING — 
REVOLUTION. 


INTERVIEW WITH PAUL LAFARGUE. 
Awoxast the best known leaders of Socialist 
thought is our comrade Paul Lafargue, author 
of “The Evolution of Property,” ‘Socialism 
and the Intellectuals,” and many other volumes 
and phlets of great value to International 
octal ime A visit to Paris brought us in touch 
with a Freich comrade, through whose kindly 
offices we received an invitation to visit the 
veteran Socialist author, agitator and parlia- 
mentary debater, at his pleasant retreat in a 
little village sume dozen miles from the French 
capital. lafargue and his wife (once known 
personally to English Socialists as Laura Marx) 
received us with the true comradeship, which 
in palpable form made it plain that “ Liberty, 
Equality, Fraternity,” is no empty phrase 


» amonget Socialists 


Mindful of the interests of the Party, we 
gecured from our comrade the following inte- 
resting expression of his views upon some vital 
topics of the moment : ) 

“The twocountries which will benefit chiefly 
from the Russo-Japanese War,” said Lafargue, 
in answer to a query, “are America and 
England. Though the Japs. succeed in expel- 
ling Russia from Manchuria, they are at the 
game time weakening themselves for a long 
period, and thus limiting their capacity for 
‘industrial competition. Again, the financiers 
of England and America--principally the 
former—will draw from Japan a great deal 
even of such profit as may accrue to her in 
return for their present assistance. Japan has 
for years been developing extraordinarily, but 
the War hinders this. The resources she is 

uandering on war are lost to industry.” 

“ And the results of all this upon our policy 
in the Far Kast, comrade!” 

“The most important thing is the appearance 
ef Japan upon thescene. as the strong power 
of the East,so strong that no European country 
can compete with it. The rise of Japan marks 
the conclusion of European piracy in the Far 
East. Nobody expected such an extraordinary 
power. Further, Japan will organise China, 
industrially and politically.” 

“‘ What is your view, comrade, of the indus- 
ition in Japan?” ‘ ° 
“The rise of Japan industrially has been so 
rapid that the horrors of child and female 
labour in the England of the early nineteenth 
century have been reproduced—with the great 
difference that the intermediate stages from the 
England of the fifteenth century were totally 
absent in Japan. ‘The psychological difference 
is enormous,and must produce a revolt, but,the 
form we cannot forecast. In England aid 
France the revolt was against the machine, and 
whilst this may not prove so in Japan, this we 
know—the Japs start with a Socialist move- 
ment such as was not, and could not be, in 
England and France in the initial stages of 
Capitalism. Just as the Japs adopt and adapt 
the ready-made science of Europe, so the Social 
science of the New Age finds there a ready soil. 
We may expect the Japanese people, who have 
shown such extraordinary courage on the battle- 
field, toshowin the Social struggle te same 
indomitable energy and enterprise.” 

“Now, asto the War again, comrade. What 
of its results upon Europe? ” 

‘This war has shown that Russia has made 
a fool of Europe with a show of power. Par- 
ticularly has Czarism befooled France. That 
show has enabled her to draw from France 
about eleven milliards of francs (some 
£400,000,000) by State loans and financial 
companies for the industrial exploitation of 
Russia. The latter investments have been 
chiefly for coal-mining and metal works. These 
found prosperity as long as the Russian State 
was a huge customer for railway construction, 
&c., but even before the War this fell off; and 
now, in so faras they have a revival, it is only 
the artificial stimulus of war time, which will 
have its due reaction. 
money is strangling this revival. Either victory 
or defeat for Russia now meang_revolution-~a 
bourgeois or constitutional iglesia The 
first thing that the new power will“kave to do 
will be to proclaim the bankruptcy of Russia —- 
as the best means to again obtain credit. You 


Even, now the lack of | 
| posal over 15 speakers,” whereas my informant 
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the more ready to declare this bankruptcy, in 
that the losers will be, not the Russians but the 
French. The international effects will be felt 
primarily: in France, where the chief debt of 
Russia is held. The fall of the present Russian 
political system will shake the whole fabric of 
European society.” 

‘What is the likely effect upon Socialism in 
France of the loss of all this capital through the 
fraud and folly of the bourgeois politicians and 
the financial magnate who dominate them ?”’ 

“ Ah, that is a question. Kemember the fuss 
about Panama involving only 1} milliards of 


francs. You will see why I anticipate great | 
results from the loss of some eight times a, | 


much. Only the Socialist Party of France has | _,* 
| which may be found useful. 


opposed iteelf to the Franco-Russian Alliances 


and denounced it as a fraud upon the French | 


people. The discrediting of all the bourgeois 
parties must mean the immense growth of the 
arty of the Proletariat. 
arty of France, the Revolutionists of France, 
had the courage and insight to oppose the 
alliance with despotism.” 

“Very good, comrade; 
economic factors. What\of other forces?” 

“ Russia is a compound of different nation- 
alities. In the centre the Slavs, surrounded by 
Poles, Finns, Caucasians, Armenians, &c., held 
down by. main force. These will spring into 
position again on the occasion of the Revolution, 
and Poland principally (the Ireland of Russia), 
which has never lost the sense of nationality, 
despite the tyranny of centuries, will make her 
influence felt. She will want to reconstitute 
her nationality with the Austrian and the German 


Poles. Thus I believe that the next few years | 


will bring us the European revolution, which, 

if Socialists are sufficiently bold and well organ- 

ised, will mean also the Social revolution.” 
This concluded, as far as the War is con- 


| cerned, one of fhe most instructive conversa- 


tions in which [ ever had the pleasure of partici- 


-pating. In a future issue I hope to reproduce 
“some expressions of our comrade upon trade 


unionism, but with which it would be a pity to 
complicate this article. The difference between 


the Socialists and pseudo-Socialists can easily | 
be seen by a comparison of the large-minded- | 


ness and grip of the situation disclosed by our 
comrade, with the puny reflection of Capitalist 
sentimentality exhibited by Jaures in dealing 
with this same position. 


absurdity of the claim of such superficial poli- 
ticlans to in any sense represent Socialism 
either in France or elsewhere. Jaures and his 
school are straining every nerve in a “‘ Stop the 


War ” agitation, on the surface in the interests | 


ofipeade. but in reality designed to, if possible, 
stave off the evil day of capitalist collapse. It 
was not for nothing that our comrades of the 
Socialist Party of France moved the resolution 
at the recent International Congress, which 
declared against compromise and intrigue with 
capitalist parties. The Socialists of France have 
fought and are fighting the same battle against 
treachery and folly of opportunism, which we of 
The Socialist Party of Great Britain are waging 
in this country. 

. Tam sure every Socialist in England joins 
with us in reciprocating the fraternal gfetings 
extended by Paul an: Laura Lafargue to the 
unofficial representatives of British Socialism 
to whom this interview was accorded. 

H. J. Hawkrys. 


‘ 


PARTY NOTES. 


A MEMBER whose first name is Sydney, now rus- 
ticating in Hellingly, has been good enough to 


‘draw my attention to the discrepancy between 


the announcement, contained in the report of 
the Executivé Committee published in the Octo- 
ber issue, relating to the number of the Party 
speakers and thre number actually contained in 
the Lecture List. 


. * 
os * 


The report stated “The Party has at its dis- 


states he has counted the names appearing in 
Lecture List for October, and finds we have 


| twenty-two “special speakers.” Our comrade is 
| nearly right. 


I have looked through the list in 
question, but can only discover 2U speakers. 


Only the Socialist | 


| proach of winter, branches having only a small 


so much for the | 


The attitude of the | 
Reformists in France sufficiently indicates the | 


3 


statement contained in the E.C. report absolutely 
correct. Were we to place on the list every 
member capable of holding forth from the plat- 
form we might perhaps muster 30 or 40 speakers, 
but it is better to under-estimate than to over 
State ourstrength. We have no desire to“ bluff ”’ 
anybody by presenting a magnified view of 
our forces. The Social Revolution cannot be 
accomplished in a day, and neither can the in- 
strument of that revolution, The Socialist Party, 
be built up in a few months. Our speakers to- 


| day arg counted by tens and our supporters by 


hun is, but tomorrow these numbers will be 
increased ten and a thousand fold. 


The same correspondent makes a suggestion 
This idea is that 
a good deal of expense would be saved if branch 
business meetings were, where possible, held in 
members’ houses. Socialists at any time are not 
very great believers in rent, and, with the ap- 


membership could, with advantage, meet in a 
comrade’s house. 
es 

The outdoor propaganda season is now over, 
but at the Party speaking stations operations will 
' be continued as usual, as far as the weather will 
| permit. During the winter of course many sources 
| of income will be closed- to the Branches, and 
| consequently some of our comrades, particularly 
| in the poorer districts of London, may experience 
‘some difficulty in maintaining their Branches in 


| a sound condition, financially and otherwise. 


* 
* * ‘ 


These dangers will be minimised if our com- 
| rades everywhere make special efforts to push 
| the Party literature. Asa clean and clear ex- 
| ponent of Socialist Science, Tue Socta.ist Stanp- 
arD has no equal in Great Britain. The sale of 
our Organ during the winter months will keep 
| alive the local interest, be a means of holding 

together and securing new members, a source 
| of revenue to the Branches, and finally will pre- 
| pare the ground for the opening of the spring 


| campaign with renewed vigour. 


& 
* * 

Things are commencing to move down in 
| Battersea, where our comrades have organised 
_ the sale of Tae Sociatist SranparpD in a really 
' creditable manner. The results achieved are 
of such an encouraging character that Peckham 
will soon have to look to its laurels. Hitherto, 
Peckham has been to the forefront as regards 
| their supply of the Party Organ, but a stride 
or two more will give Battersea the lead. 





* 
*  * 
In other directions, too, our Battersea com- 
| rades are giving evidence of their earnestness in 
| the Cause, indicated in the announcement con- 
' tained elsewhere in this issue. They have or- 
| ganised a series of indoor lectures, to be deli- 
| vered in Sidney Hall at 7.30 p.m. every Sunday 
| in November, when various aspects of the Move- 
| ment will be treated by comrades Elrick, Kent, 
| Watts, and Anderson. Comrades not on duty 
| elsewhere will do well to attend these lestures. 
| es . 
| Although our Paddington comrades appear to 
| be quiescent, it would be a great mistake to 
| suppose they are inactive. Since the General 
| Meeting the Paddington Branch has enrolled 
| more new members than any other Branch of 
| the Party. What on earth is Islington doing ? 
| Day after day Iam seized with great fear and 
' trembling as I open despatches from the * Vale”’ 
' containing the signed Declarations of new mem- 
_bers. I fear and I tremble because with each - 
upward motion of the Paddington membership 
| barometer recedes the Islington promise to be 
' the best Branch. If our northern comrades do 
' not bestir themselves their Branch will indeed 
_ be the “ greatest thing on earth ”’-—except Pad- 
_ dington. . 
* * 
Comrades, everywhere, let us be up and do- 

ving. Let us pull steadily together. Let there 

be no resting on oars ull, having conquered 

the adverse winds and the deceptive currents of 

Capitaligeg our craft is safely anchored in the 

haven {Pi Socialist’ Repubhe. Comrades, 

7 puss the word along: Onward ! 


everyoll 
(’. LENANE. 
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OFFIGIAL NOTICE. 

To facilitate the transaction of the business of the 
Editorial and Management Committee, appointed by 
the Executive Committee of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain to conduct its official Organ, members of 
the Party and other readers are particularly requested 
to address all literary communications to the Editorial 
Committee, 5, Arvon Road, Highbury, N., and all 
business correspondence to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont 
Avenue, Edmonton, N. 

(Signed) C. Lenane, Secretary, 
Editorial and Management Committee. 
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Special arrangements will be made for Advertisements 
to be inserted in more than one issue. 

Orders for Subscriptions, Copies of the Paper, and 
Special Advertisements should be sent to C. Le- 
hane, Sec., the S. P. ot G. B., Communist Club, 
107, Charlotte Street, Fitzroy Square, London, 
W.C.,; who will also receive payment for same. 
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THE UNEMPLOYED. 


FonTENELLE has said that mankind must ex- 
haust the possibilities of error before he can 
reach the true path. This maxim seems to be 
fully borne out by the events which have tran- 
spired in the political world during the past 
month. It is true that the capitalist machine at 
Westminster has for the present completed its 
“deliberations.” The talking shop with its 
mockery of democratic legislation hiding the 
rule-of the non-producer has closed. But the 
great organised hypocrisy of which Parliament 
and Parliamentary government is the chief poli- 
tical symbol is ever with us. Outside Parlia- 
ment the agents of the great capitalist class are 
ever at work and of these agents the most power- 
ful workers in the capitalist interest are those 
who, consciously or unconsciously, seek to lead 
the workers along non-Socialist lines. Socia- 
lism, which is the organisation of the industry 
of the country on a basis of common ownership 
and equitable distribution of industrial pro- 
ducts, is the only remedy for the evils of present- 
day Society and therefore any man or section of 
men who pretend to show that something short 
of Socialism would prove a remedy thereby 
constitutes himself, consciously or unconsciously, 
an enemy of the working class. 


an 


2 5’ : 


The main question which has come promi- | 


nently before the public during the past month 
has been the question of the unemployed. Now 
anyone who was unaccustomed to the practical 
politician and his powers of exhausting the pos- 
sibilities of error would imagine that as a 
necessary preliminary to solving the problem of 
the unemployed must come an enquiry into the 
causes Of unemployment. But not so the prac- 
tical politician. He does not like exhaustive 
enquiries into causes. He likes to be practical, 
and being practical cannot search below the 
surface of the social phenomena immediately 
before his eyes. For him those causes which 
are obvious and on the surface are given 
forth as the real causes of unemployment. Our 
practical mah knows someone who was dis- 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


The political economist, the apologetic theo- 
rician-of the capitalist regime rejecting those as 
true causes of unemployment, seeks them in the 
fact that we possess a gold standard of circula- 
tion, or that we have a system of free imports 
undér which we pay 15s. per head of the popu- 
lation in import duties as opposed to an average 
of 8s. per head in countries with protective 
tariffs, or, like Mr. William Stanley Jevons, he 
sees in the periodicity of sunspots a relation to 
the- periodicity of magnetic storms in the earth 
and through this to the periodicity of bad har- 
vests and trade depressions. We have a maxi- 
mum of sunspots every eleven years, a recur-_ 
rence of magnetic storms about every eleven 
years, and trade depressions every. decade. 
Hence sunspots are the cause of unemployment ! 

The Socialist opposes both the practical poli- 
tician and the orthodox political economist and 
seeks for the causes of unemployment, not among 
the moral characteristics of man nor among the 
physical configurations of the Solar System, but 
among.the economic conditions of production 


~-* 
i 
. 
. 


and distribution. The Socialist first looks 


to the earth as the primal repository of all po- 
tential wealth and asks if the earth can furnish 
sufficient raw material to satisfy all the material 
needs of man. The answer of the Socialist may 
be given in the words of Kropotkin in the July 
‘‘ Nineteenth Century and After ”’ : 

“ Mankind has reached a point where the 
means of satisfying its needs are in excess 
of the needs themselves. To impose, there- 
fore, as has hitherto been done, the curse 
of misery and degradation upon vast divi- 

- sions of mankind, in order to secure well- 
being for the few, is needed no more; well- 

. being can be secured for all, without over- 
work for any.” 

Nature with the aid of man’s labour is prolific 
in the supply of raw material which can be 
wrought into the means of satisfying man’s 
wants. Men there are in abundance capable of 
turning this raw material into finished products. 
Labour there is in plenty to produce sufficient 
to supply the “effective demand.” If. this 
“effective demand ” meant the sum total of the 
things required by human kind, existence of 
the unemployed would simply mean that man 
had limited demands and it only required the 
work of a limited number of people to produce 
the food, clothing, houses, &c. of all; and this 
could be dealt with by a reorganisation of in- 
dustry, but the existence of the working-class 
unemployed means, however, under present con- 
titions, the existence of hunger, of semi-starva- 
tion, of lack of the means of livelihood of the 
unemployed. In the midst of plenty they are 
devoid of the means of sustenance becaisse they 
can find none to employ them. 

We have then to seek in the process of con- 
verting raw material into manufactured pro- 
ducts for the cause of the “industrial reserve 
army of the unemployed,” In some phase of 
this conversion, in some period of manufacture, 
we must find the main cause of the throwing’of 


| men out of work ; and to the Socialist this main 


cause is the introduction of the machine as the 
dominant factor in production. We whbd are 
Socialists are, of course, fully aware that the 
introduction of machinery with its potentialities 
of reduced labour time for those employed is 


| an important stage in Social and industrial 


charged for his drinking habits, hence drunk- | 


enness must be the cause of unemployment. 


Another politician of the practical school sees 


working-class and knowing that the rich are 
never extravagant and never idle, predicates 
these characteristics also as causes of unemploy- 
ment. 


cases of thriftlessness, of laziness among the | 


evolution. Under the control of those who use 
it, who work with its aid, it would have been 
followed by a continually diminishing working 
day, but owned and controlled by a few, by a 
small section of the community, it has been used 
as a factor in the oppressing and enslaving of 


' men and has proved a curse. 


The machine, produced by machinery, is ever 


~ 
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producing a greater and greater output with 
the aid of fewer and fewer men and, therefore, 
as we find”has been the case in the textile 
industries, there is at the end of every decade a 
smaller number of workers employed, and the 
number displaced is greatly augmented by the 
displacement of men’s labour by that of women 
and children. We contend then, that so long 
asthe machinery of production is owned by a 
class which uses the growing power of the 


machine to throw men out of work rather than 


to reduce the duration of the day’s work, so long 
shall we have an unemployed problem. 
It is true that many of those who have been 


displaced have been reabedrbed in 'the creation of _ 


luxuries and the satisfaction of the needs of the 
capitalist few. The production of luxuries has 


_ grown to an enormous extent during the last 


few decades, while the number of those who are 
engaged as domestic servants or who find a 
living in@ther ways, all having for their end 
the pleasures of the rich, has grown greatly. 
This process of the multiplication of workers 
performing comparatively useless functions has 
its imitations and when these limits have been 
reached there will exist no means of absorbing 


- those thrown out of work by the development 


and speeding up of better machinery. We must, 
then, look forward in the near future to a con- 
stant increase in the number of the permanent 
unemployed. 

‘What are we to think, then, of those who, 
knowing these things, are yet to be found-in 
brotherly harmony with the capitalistic sections 
of the community seeking for means for dealing 
adequately with the unemployed problem and 
yet afraid to say that they think the only solu- 
tion of the unemployed problem is to. be found 
in the establishment of a Socialist system: of 
society. This is what we find at the present 


moment. Men styling themselves Socialists,“the - 
‘members of a body claiming to be Socialist, 


are found to-day hobnobbing with men whose 
interests are essentially bound up in the main- 
tenance of the present system of society which 
produces the unémployed, and putting forward 
as means for solving the unemployed problem, 
farm colonies and such like nostrums. 

We refuse utterly to accept these men as true 
exponents of Socialist principles. Prating of 
the class-war, in which they say they believe, 
they yet are found in alliances with middle- 
class parties, thus placing themselves in opposi- 
tion to the class-war. Bound by the Dresden 
Resolution, for which they voted at the last 
International Socialist Congress at Amsterdam, 
and which protests against 

“the substitution, for the conquest of 
political power by an unceasing attack on 
the bourgeoisie, of a policy of concession 
to the established order of society,” 

they are among the first to make. concessions 
to the established order of-society by virtually 
admitting the non-Socialist, non-class-war prin- 
ciple that the unemployed problem can be 
solved within that capitalist system of society 
of which it is really the outcome. 


We of the Socialist Party of Great. Britain 
remain firm in our conviction that nothing but 
uncompromising propaganda of our principles 
and the political organisation of the masses 
upon a basis of uncompromising Socialism can 
do aught to solve the unemployed problem, or 
any other of the Social problems, engendered 
by the capitalist system. End the capitalist 
system. Establish a. Socialist system in its 
stead, and we shall have once and for all laid 


the foundation of a regime in which the labour - 


of all men and all women ‘can be usefully 
employed during such limited time as may be 
determined by our needs, and then having no 
unemployed problem, we shall not have any of 
the evils, the miseries, and the degradation 


| which spring from unemployment. 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO MR. GEORGE 


LANSBURY. 
——_@— 


Sir,—-On Sept. 13th last at Toynbee Hall 
you delivered an address on the question of the 
unemployed. At the conclusion of vour address 
I expressed my opposition to the proposals sug- 
gested by you, but the time at my disposal was 
not sufficient to enable me to fully demonstrate 


‘i ictaiees vita - 


THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


ae ; 
_ working-class suffer from poverty accentuated 


| at intervals by sickness and unemployment. 


The Capitalist form of society, that is, Capi- 
talism, does and can only exist to the detri- 


' ment, degradation, and demoralisation of the 


working-class. The capitalist-class has its 
representatives in the Gsovernment, local and 


national, and uses the legislative and ad- 


ministrative boards as pliant tools for the protec-, 
tion and promotion of its class interests, for the | 


maintenance and extension of class domination, 


and fr the further robbery and enslavement of 


that not only were your suggestions worthless | 
but that the policy advocated would ultimately | 
| Class, what have the workers to expect from the 


result in effects disastrous from the point of 
view of the organisation of the working-class. 


The whole tone of your address was pessi- | 


mistic. You commented on the ignorance. 


apathy, and indifference of the working-class. | 
_ for relief from the misery which is crushing 


You even went so far as to express a feeling 


' of being tired of talking to them, attending con- 


ferences to discuss questions, while at the same 


time the people outside those conferences gave no | 
thought to their own condition. Unfortunately, | 


a good many others by adopting the process of | cla: 
| fruitful source of that apathy and indifference 


reasoning employed by you have also been made 
tired, and the wonder is that more have not 
grown weary and fallen by the wayside, taking 
int consideration the fact that the working-class 
has never been taught to act consistently and 
logically in the political field in accordance with 
their industrial and social position in society. 

I have not space enough to enter into all -the 
inconsistencies and contradictions to which you 


gavé utterance on that occasion; but certainly 
some of your observations if pursued to their | 


logical conclusion, would place you in a posi- 
tion far different from that which you occupy at 
the present time. For instance, you stated in 
relation to the problem of working-class unem- 
ployment, that if anything is to be dorte only the 
‘workers themselves can do it. Assuming you 
mean that whatever action they take should be 
political, I cannot but agree with you. Where, 
however, you did not express yourself clearly, 
and where we differ is that any effort, either for 
the’ immediate alleviation. of suffering and 
distress arising out of the present. constitution 
of society, or in the direction of the total 
abolition of these evils, must be the veuslhens 
action of those who are suffering, viz., the 
working-class. 

Posing as a Socialist as you do, you are of 


the working-class. If, then, this is the econo- 


present-day rulers of society ? 


directing the attention of the working-class to 
the political representatives of the master-class 


them, in holding out to them the prospect or 
possibility of amelioration through the good 


grace of the ruling faction, are incurring a | 


serious responsibility. Promising the working- 


in which the workers are sunk to-day ; telling 


o 


ble opinion vou will be doing more good by re- 
maining silent than by carrying on the conflict- 
ing and confusing propaganda instanced by 
your discourse of 13th September. 
I am, Sir, 
WILLIAM WOODHOUSE. 

Kast London. 

Since writing the above I have seen the report 
of the conference held with Mr. Walter Long, 
from which, as might be anticipated, it does not 
appear that the promise held out by the Presi- 
dent of the Local Government Board is very en- 


~~, | COUraging to you and those who went witb vou. 
mic function and political role of the capitalist ; 


I see that Will Crooks, who in the House of 
Commons advocated reafforestation and reclam- 


2 . - | alion of waste coast line to teach the unemployed 
You, Sir, and those who think with you, in | an 


a sort of agriculture and to fit them for subse- 
quent deportation to Canada, could only express 
his gratitude to his capitalist masters by moving 
a vote of thanks to Mr. Walter Long for conde- 
scending to come and confer with the public 
bodies represented at the meeting. What 
occurred at this cunference will occur at any 


; ae - % _ others that take place, and the only result will 
Class something that must inevitably fail is the 


_ be that you and others will get tired of attending 
them. ‘‘ Hope deferred maketh the heart sick.” 


| —W. W. 


the workers they have gained victory when it is | 


only a victory for the capitalist-class, entrenches | 
the ignorance of which you complain; and | 
calling upon the capitalist governments to un- | 
dermine their own position, which must be the | 


case.if any measure of material value to the 


| working-class is put into operation, creates that 


| pessiinism in the minds of the workers 


that 
you so much deplore. 

Now, Sir, The Socialist Party, of which by the 
the way you are not a member although calling 
yourself a Socialist, exists to teach the workers 


their true position in societv, and to create the | 


political weapon whereby alone that position 


can be altered: The mission of The Socialist | 


Party is to show the workers that Capitalism 
lives on their wretchedness and _ prostitution, 
and that, if their emancipation is to be accom- 
plished, they must adopt a political attitude 
necessarily hostile to all other political parties. 
Outside The Socialist Party, the Party of unqua- 


| lified Socialism, the Party of the Working-Class, 
| all other political parties uphold and safeguard 


| tinuance of the wage system which is respon- | 


the interests of the capitalist-class and the con- 


| sible for not only the unemploved but the other 


necessity forced to fall back on the Marxian | 


explanation of the cause of unemployment. 
This you substantially did by showing that the 
application of sciéhce to production, the inven- 
tion, development and speeding up of machinery, 
used for the sole purpose of creating profits for 
the possessing class, must inevitably result in 
the displacement of hand labour and the throw- 


ing on the labour market of increasing numbers | ; ing anes 
_ and conscious of its material interest and historic | 


of unemployed workers. You further pointed 
out that the evil of unemployment, arising as a 
consequence of this process, is growing to such 


evils that afflict society. The Socialist Party is 


the political expression of the material interests | 
of the working-class for whom there can be | 
only one policy and one programme, that is the | 


control through public ownership of the tools 


| and machinery for producing the necessaries 


an extent that thousands of workmen are forced | 


to eke a precarious existence by either cadging 
or living on their friends, a condition in which 
they lose their manhood and drift into mental 
and moral degeneracy. 
agreement with you, and could, if space per- 
mitted, go further into this aspect of the Social 
question ; but, Sir, what I wish to call your 
attention to isthe fundamental constitution of 
society itself, and to indicate how all efforts at 
changing the effects of a system must be abor- 


In -all this I am in | 


and comforts of life, to be achieved by the poli- 
tical action of the working-class, cognisant of 
of the causes of its suffering and wretchedness 


mission. 
The time is fast approaching when the work- 
ing-class of Great Britain will recognise the 


value of the political machine as an instrument | 


of offence and defence in class warfare, and 


when that time arrives the working-class will use | 


that weapon conscious of its power and conscious 
of its use. The working-class will no longer be 
humbugged as The Socialist Party is spreading 
the enlightenment which will dispel the confusion 


| existing in the minds of the workers, and its 


tive as long as the system itself remains un- | 


altered. _ 

Throughout civilisation to-day, 
standing national and political differences, the 
basis of the social system in every country, be 
it a republic ora limited or unlimited monarchy, 
is the ownership by a class of the means where- 
by the people live. As long as class ownership 
exists the people will be confronted not only 


fearless advocacy of the cause of thé disinherited 
will succeed in stimulating the intelligence 


——— 


THE COMMERCIALISATION OF LITERATURE. 


—:0o:— 


| Tue awful ignorance of the middle-class re-acts © 
| on Society at large, yet the ignorance is not due 
ace of information but incapacity of thought. 
| This observation was forced upon me the other 
day as I was reading in The Guardian an article 
entitled “ The Next Literary Epoch.” Miss G. 
Hill, the writer, began by showing how books 
are now treated as manufactured articles, and 
| are.“ advertised and sold much as a new line in 
| dress material.” This is due,.to the gradual 
| disappearance of the personal relation between 
| publisher and author. Huge amalgamations 
have made the link solely a monetary one. ‘The 

manager of the company dares not deal with 
_ ought but “certainties.” The literary element 
_ in the governance of publishing is diminishing 

since the directors had no more knowledge of 
| literature than the directors of a chemical com- 
| pany have of chemistry. Science has alse created 
a thirst for facts ; literature, as a mental refresh- 
ment and enjoyment, has ceased to be sought 
| after. 

Miss Hill continues: “ We must take into 
account the fact that literature is chiefly in the 
hands of the middle classes, and will therefore 
be modified by the conditions of life and habits 
_ of thought prevailing among these classes. It is 
| they who furnish the bulk of both writers and 

readers. The democracy, as a rule, use their 
| leisure for the study of science. It might be 
supposed that what the upper classes lack in 
point of numbers they would make up in point 
| of opinion; but they are not originators ; they 
| do not create new movements of thought or con- 
trol the stream of intellectual tendency.” Fur- 
_ ther the writer of this interesting article show 
that specialising has become a rule, but that it 
/is useless if the basis of -education is not 
broad enough to specialise upon. People are 
acquiring knowledge without thereby acquiring 
|“ power.” The facts obtained sufficed without 
deductions being made from these facts. “ This 
_ is the way to train up learners but not thinkers.” 
S.J.C.R. 


and arousing the enthusiasm cf these who | 


are apathetic and indifferent to-day. 


can have only one result, the division of the 


| working-class into two sections, one of whith, 
| like yourself, saturated with pessimism, is driven 


with the unemployed problem but with the | 


thousand-and-one evils that afflict the social 


existence of the working-class at the present | 


time. 
While the workers possess nothing but their 
physical and mental energy; while that energy 


into the camp of Liberal reaction, and the other 
possessing only an inkling of the truth, gravitates 
in the direction of anarchism, a result in either 
case disastrous to the organisation of the work- 
ing-class. 

In conclusion, Sir, let me say that I give you 
credit for being honest, an opinion which | 


_ would hesitate to express regarding most men 


is bought and sold in the Labour Market, sub- | 


ject to laws which dominate alike the capitalist 
and the worker; while the operation of these 
laws involvés a continual decline in wages, 


the price of labour power, so long will the | 


known as “Labour Leaders.’” But honesty 
without correct thinking, 1s of no use to the 


_ working-class, and if you can see no policy other 
than that which you are advocating at the pre- 
' sent time, I say in all sincerity, lay down your 


arms, and acknowledge defeat, for in my hum- 


* 
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Any | 


notwith- | other policy, that, for instance, pursued by you, 


Wuart sort of society is this that has, to the ex- 


tent that ours has, inequality and injustice for 
_a basis? Such a society is fit only to be kicked 
- out through the windows 


-its banquet tables, 
Its orgies, its debaucheries, its secoundrelism, to- 
gether with all those who are seated leaning on 


| both elbows and enjoying it on the backs of 
others whom they keep down on all fours. 
The hell of the poor is the paradise the rich 


love fo solace themselves an. Victor Hi GO, 


Tae human race is gradually learning the 


sunple lesson, that the people as a whole are 
wiser for the public good and the public pro- 
sperity, than any privileged class of men, 
however refined and cultivated, have ever 
been, or, by any possibility, can ever become. 
—Lewis H. Morcgas. Ancient Society. 





- LABOUR PARTIE 

- “To a Socialist the spectacle of the Labour 
Parties at home and in the colonies affords a 
very interesting rely of the relations of 
labour politics to Socialism. . To one who, in 
forming opinions on the es manifested 
in society to-day, is accustomed to look merely 
on the surface of things, the formation of these 
labour parties in various parts of the British 
Empire may appear to be the forerunner of a 
great revolutionary movement on the part of 
organised labour. This view will be all the 
more strongly held if he should belong to one 
or the other of the alleged Socialist bodies 
whose business meetings consist of talking 
about the Labour. Representation Committee, 
the “ Labour” movement, the “ Labour” party 
and, more important than all, the. ‘“ Labour 


leaders. Toa member of The Socialist Party,’ 


however, that is to a person drilled in the 

methods of scientific analysis, the innocent 

economics and puerile politics which form the 

foundation and su of ‘ Labour 
ies”? at home and abroad, are more often 

sources of regret than satisfaction 

At the present moment, 
han ever ad 3 


t vantageous by satel $2 
field within the Empire and the 


the forces of labour. There is the old establish- 


ed Labour Party of Australia, the more recent 
L.R.C. at home, and now fhe Canadian 


and Labour Congress is going to inaugurate 


~an Independent Labour Party. Thus organised ~ 
labour is going to make itself felt, and the. 


“Capitalists ? Enough, let us examine them and 

Seo if their tical efforts, continued on the 

lines pursued at present, are likely to eventuate 

in any permanent good to the working class of 
various countries. 

The A: ian Labour Party started out full 

isé and was backed up by practically all 


ialists in the country, except the few, | 


ion, saw W 


position in politics, it split ten years ago over 
the tariff question, a matter which in the main, 
had little to do with the working-class interest 
correctly understood. The Australian Labour 
Party, divided over the interests of the master- 
class, has never really been united on the point 
since. To-day this same Party has formed an 
alliance with the Protectionist Liberals, and 
amongst some of the measures it now supports 
are anti-trust legislation, protection for coastal 
shipping and, above all, bonuses for the iron 
industry. Truly matters of vital importance to 
the working class! The leaders of the Labour 
Party have agreed that if they, the Alliance, 
succeed in turning out the present Government 
they will go to the country as a National 
Progressive Party. Gone is even the mere 
vestage of their much vaunted independence! 

Mr, Dalgleish, the new Labour Premier of 
Western Australia, in outlining his policy men- 
tioned that there would be the most rigid 
financial economy, and that the “spirited” 
public works would be abandoned. ‘This is the 
class of politics that the workers are asked to 
support. 

The Australian Socialist League which first 
of all backed the ‘“‘ Labour” men, is now oppos- 
ing them since the League was reconstructed 
some time back. The reason is not far to seek. 
The Socialists in Australia, like many of our 
friends here, thought that by pandering to the 
desires of those who were ‘‘coming our way ” 
they would be in the end forced to embrace the 
Socialist position. Their expectations were not 
realised’ and now they are compelled to not 
only disassociate, themselves from the ‘“ Labour” 
men but to actively oppose them. When King 
O'Malley, who recently complained about the 
smallness of his salary as M. P., some time ago 
was running for a constituency on the West 
Coast of Tasmania, he told one of his workers 
“it would not do to speak straight Socialism to 
the people, vou must bluff them.” He has 
acted consistently on this principle ever since, 
and his example has evidently been catching. 


The fact is the Australian Labour Party has | 


become part and parcel of Australian master- 
class politics, tossed like a cork on the waves 
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of capitalism, where it will exist only as a 
istabi factor until swept eside by the 
revolutionary current of scientific Socialism. 
With regard to the Labour Representation 
Committee at home, it may seem unnecessary to 
criticise this, the most recent indication of the 
hopelessness of those who, in the name of 
labour, try to square the interests of the workers 
with those of their masters and secure justice 
for the wocking Sate neve Fy qpeacte The 
or what stan @ programme, 
af is body is of such a character that a good 
many loyal Liberals, without giving up in the 
slightest degree their faith in capitalism, would 
readily accept it. But in the eyes of the horny 
handed sons of - toil who.yee the L:R.C., : 
party is more important @ programme, an 
if a “ big” party can only be got together by a 
srnall pee then the less of the latter the 
better for the needy politician. 
If the L.R.C. is ‘without a programme, at 


y of 
than 


expect 
country. At the Gongress 

expressed the opinion that 

thing if all the trade unionists were off 
the fh R.C. They have issued manifestoes in 
favour of free trade, asked for old age pensions 
and an extension of the Workmen’s Compensa- 
tion Act. At the same time some of their 
leaders tell us that this very “ Compensation 


Act is responsible for the older men being flung | 


out of employment by the master-class who are 
unwilling to take the risks attendant upon the 
employment of workers over a certain age. 
One delegate pleaded earnestly for “‘ fair” rents. 
How wise! Fair robbery ! : . 
The Canadian Labour Party will be like its 
British cousin in all its main features—the 
chief of ‘which is, of course, the absence of any 
definite principle. Their “ideal,” according to 
Mr. John A. Flett, is to hold the “balance of 
power” at Ottawa like the Irish Home Rule 
Party at Westminster. It is only natural to 


‘expect that the tactics of the Irish middle-class 


party should appeal to the Canadian Labourites 
whose political vision is obscured by middle- 
class spectacles. Notwithstanding the latter, 
however, the Labour men have lately been 
grumbling because the capitalist legislators 


shelved some proposed labour measures while 


providing every facility to the big financial 
corporations. Sooner or later it will dawn on 
our fellow wage-slaves of Canada that economic 
development necessitates the concentration of 
wealth into fewer and fewer hands and that the 
political machine is but the tool of the dominant 
class. When the working-class realises this, the 


serzure of the machinery of government and its . 


operation in the direction of the conversion 
into common property of the wealth producing 
instruments now held by the capitalists, will be- 
comethe programme which willcarry it to victory 

The work of the Socialist here at home or in 
the colonies is to build up a Soctalist Party, 
clear in the knowledge of the irreconcilability 
of the interests of ‘the wage worker and the 
master, ever warning the working-class of the 
pitfalls in the shape of “labour” parties strew- 
ing the path which leads to emancipation from 
wagedom, ever teaching the slaves of capitalism 
that only by the overthrow of the present system 
of Society and the establishment of the Socialist 
Republic can the various evils confronting the 


| working-class be removed. 


In this country The Socialist Party of Great 


| Britain alone stands for the Revolution: 
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| whole truth and’ nothing but the truth.” 
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‘Tho S.0:F. and West Ham. 


“In the Social- ic movement organi- 
sation and discipline are absolutely essen- 
tial to success.” | 

“Socialists, if once they begin to intrigue 
with the other factions, destroy their own 
enthusiasm and rot away the public con- 
fidence which they have as yet but par- 
tially gained.” 

“ We want our men elected as Social-Demo- 
crats, for the greater glory of Social-Demo- 
cracy. If they cannot be elected as Social- 
Democrats, they had much better remain 
outside. We want our men elected as 
Social-Democrats, independent of all other 
factions.” 

TE above gems from back numbers of the offi- 


ng of the 8.D.F., make interesting read- 
ing 


y. 
notes in the last issue of Tae Socitaust 
StranpaRp, concerning the situation in West 


Ham have aroused considerable interest 


throughout the country, and we understand 
that some members of the 8.D.F., in endeavour- 
ing to answer the question, “‘Can such things 


be?” have applied to Bolt Court for light and- 


To their enquiries they have received a mis- 
leading reply, as might be expected from the 


man who'destroyed for ever his reputation for © 


truthfulness in connection with the Lansbury 
episode. But our readers may be assured that 
whatever appears in Tse Sociarist Sranpagp 
will be reliable. We Eee ee 
e 
believe that “ Honesty is the best policy ”’—even 
in electoral matters. . | 
It is claimed on behalf of the S.D.F. that W. 
Thorne onion dante the eee has continu- 
ally permitted to break its y supporting 
Lib candidates) is ing as the Socialist 
and* Labour candidate for South West Ham. 
We deny it, and will substantiate our denial. 
Thorne has ee et a i a aa 
what rts to correspon etween 
ices ind the Secretary of the Labour Repre- 
sentation Committee ing the endorsement 


of his candidature by that conglomeration. But 


Thorne has not published the correspon- 
dence. It is evident from the context that cer- 
tain letters of Thorne’s are omitted. Thorne 
knows best why. But note first the preface. 
He says: = 

“In consequence of the L.R.C. not agreeing 

to allow me to run as a Socialist and Labor 
candidate for South West Ham,” &c. 

The publication contains the resolution passed 
by the Biennial Congress of the Gasworkers’ 
Union, held at Swansea, in May last, requesting 
Thorne to comply with the L.R.C. conditions 


and to run under the common title imposed on’ 


all candidates supported by the L.R.C.. Thorne 
has complied. 

He is, above all things, henest—“ blunder- 
ingly honest.” 

On Sunday, Sept. 18, a mass meeting in sup- 
port of Thorne was held at The Greengate, 
Plaistow. J. Gilbey, Secretary of West Ham 
Trades Council, presided, and said that many 
present would remember that: the L.R.C. had 
decided to run their candidates as Labour only, 
but the Committee which was running Thorne 
wanted the public to understand that while 
Thorne was running under that title, he was 
still a Socialist, as he had always claimed to be. 


Thorne followed. He was glad that the position | 


had been explained in respect to himseff and 
the L.R.C. That Committee had decided that 
all candidates adopted by them should run as 
Labour candidates, and he had been obliged to 
toe the line, although he did not care a lot about 
To a certain extent it was a “ backing 


himself “a Labour candidate,” he would still 
hold the same principles as before. After this, 
surely nobody will deny that Thorne, a member 
of the S.D.F., supposed by their rules to run as 


_| “a definitely-avowed Social-Democrat,” is in 
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THE SOCIALIST STANDARD. 


THE SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
OBJECT. 

The establishment of a system of society based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 
instruments for producing and distributing wealth by and. in the 
interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BR#¥PAIN 
HOLDS— | 


That society as at present constituted is based upon the own- 
ership of the means of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 

That in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 
manifesting itself as a class struggle, between those who possess 
but do not produce, and those who produce but do not possess. 

That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 
of the working-class from the domination of the: master-class, by 
the conversion into the common property of society of the means 
of _production-and distribution, and their democratic control by the 
whole people. ; . . 
_ . That as in the order of social evolution the working-class is 
the last class. to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will involve the emancipation of all mankind with- 
out distinction of race or sex. . . | 

That this emancipation must be the work of the working 
class itself. ) 

-~That as.the machinery of government, including the armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
-Class must gegen’. consciously and politically for the conquest of 
the powers of government, national and local, in order that this 
machinery, including these forces, may be converted from an 
instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation and the 
overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. 

- That as all political parties are but the expression. of class 
interests, and as the interest of the working-class is diametrically 
opposed to the interests of all sections of the master-class, the 
party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 
other , ) , 

The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
of political action determined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
upon the members of the working-class of this country to muster 
under its banner to the end that a speedy termination may be 
wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 
labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 
equality, and slavery to freedom. 


the field as simply a “Labour” candidate. It | member of the S.D.F. Upon his last expulsion 
is true that H. Quelch, the “Trades Unionist | H. W. Lee wrote in Justice : | 
and Socialist candidate” for Southampton, in | “If the body had permitted Terrett to con- | 
speaking after Thorne, disagreed with his view | tinue his vagaries, all organisation and dis- | 
of the situation. He did not consider it a cipline were at an end, and it would have | 
“backing down.” It was merely a step back- | been an encouragement to others to use the | 
ward, in order to take a leap forward (*‘ reculer S.D.F. as a stepping-stone to public promi- | 
pour mieux sauter.”). There was no disgrace in nence, and then to fling it over when it. 
a man calling himself a “Labour” candidate. suited them. ‘Terrett has, to all intents 
Continental Socialists often did so ; called them- and purposes, ceased to be a Socialist. This | 
selves “‘ Labour” parties, and so on, using ex- | is proved by his recent letter to the South | 
actly those excuses which the I.L.P. made years Essex Mail, and his conversation with | 
ago in reply to S8.D.F. criticism, when they members of the 8.D.F. Personal ambition | 
adopted as their object the Socialist principles, | and want of judgment will be his curse.” 
but refused to call themselves Socialists. Recently Terrett entered upon a wild-cat Par- | 
Again we refer our readers to the extracts at | liamentary candidature for North-West Ham, | 
the beginning of this article. from which he has since withdrawn. He held | 
One other matter. “S.D.F. Notes,” supplied 4 meeting at Stratford Town Hall, presided over | 
by the Secretary of that body, last month con-. by Anarchist Leggatt, and on the platform were | 
tained the following : ) McAllen, H. Quelch, Martin Judge and Hector 
“ The particulars I have received concerning Kirby, of the 8.D.F., while J. Jones, of the S. 
our action in the forthcoming Municipal , D.F., moved the resolution in support of Ter- | 
Elections are as follows :—- rett’s candidature. Now, either these members 
Then appears a list of candidates. Against | of the S.D.F. received the sanction of the Exe- | 
Baldock’s name is printed “I.L.P.,” so that, cutive to support ‘Terrett, in accordance with 
apparently, the remainder are “our” (S.D.F.) | the rules of that body, or they were permitted | 
candidates. Amongst them is J.J. Terrett, for | by the Executive to break the rules. But in. 
Broadway Ward of West Ham, a thrice-expelled | any case, the fact remains that they supported | 
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this able but erratic man, who has been, politi- 
tically, everything by turns and nothing long. 
who has used the S.D,F. when it suited his own 
purposes to do so, and denounced them in Strat- 
ford Grove when go inclined. 

The attitude of the leaders of that body and 
their official misrepresentations of the position 
in West Ham and elsewhere, would be ludicrous 
when considered in connection with the extracts 
appearing at the head of this article were it not 
that by such tactics the issue is confused. The 
S.D.F. no longer deserves the confidence of the 
workers. I[t must be exposed at home and 
abroad. o.K. 


THE Bloemfontein Weekly Post complains that 
as native women are making a living by selling 
their bodies to the whites, they,are becoming 
‘“No wonder” says the Pos/, 
‘it is nearly impossible to get servants." The 
capitalist dislikes the “‘immorality,’’ not because 


| it is “immoral,” but because it prevents him 


from getting servants. The article is headed 
‘“‘Immorality. The Native Pest.” Pretty cool, 
isnt it? Socialism will abolish immorality, but 
this will not appeal to the capitalist, as he will 
then be his own servant.—S.].C.R. 


Tur artisan who is demanding at this time 
an eight hours day in the building trades is 
simply striving to recover what his ancestor 
worked by four or five centuries ago. 
—Thorotp Rocenrs. 


Wace-Workers of the World, Unite! you have 
nothing fo lose but your chains—you have the 
World to win.—Marx : 


THE great appear great to us because we are 
on our knees: let us rise !—-THEROIGNE. 


THE modern state, whatever its form, is essen- 

tially a capitalist machine ; it is the state of the 

capitalist ; the ideal total capitalist. 
—FREDERICK ENGELS. 


THE punishment good citizens get for neglecting 
their, politics is to be governed by bad men. 
LATO: 


Tue abolition of poverty and the abolition of 
capitalism shall be accomplished at one and 
the same time. 


Room! For the men of mind make way ! 
Ye robber Rulers, pause no longer ; 
Ye cannot stay the opening day : 
The world rolls on, the light grows 
stronger. 
The People’s Advent’s coming ! 
——GERALD Massey. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS, — 


J. H. (Coventry).--Thanks for article which we will 
use in next month's issue. We are glad that you 
are pleased with The Socialist Standard and we 
shall try to improve it as opportunity affords. 


| T. K. (Luton).—We are sorry you can entertain no 


hope of forming a branch of our party for the pre- 
sent. The next best thing is the course you are 
adopting of selling Socialist literature, and there- 
by sow thé seed which will ultimately blossom into 
a Socialist branch. Rely upon us for any assistance 
you may require. We are afraid that many of the 
branches of the organisation you name exist only 
on paper or in the imagination of its general 
secretary. 

H. H. (Queen's Park, W.).—Thanks, but we are 
unable to use it. We carefully scan the column 
you mention, but seldom see anything in it which 
is useful. But what can you expect from’ the 
organ of capitalist nonconformity. 

D. O. (Treharris) and others —We are extremely 
pleased with your appreciative remarks, and shall 
do our best to deserve them. We shall try to 
avoid compromising our principles on the one 
hard, and filling our paper with vulgar vitupera- 
tion on the other. 

S. J.C. R. (Hellingley).—We have used two extracts 

from your letter in the present issue. 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 
154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W. 
Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


CENTRAL ECONOMIC CLASS. 
The class meets weekly and is free to all. 
On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 
Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be 
sent. 





—_—- 


Reports from Branches for insertion under this 
heading must be tn perore the 20th of each 
month, otherwise they cannot appear. 


BATTERSEA. 
Since our last report we have made good pro- 


gress. 
and our economic and history classes are do- 


ance and apathy. Our party organ Tue Socia- 
LIST STANDARD, goes well, and of the first num- 
ber we managed to’ dispose of 260 copies: a 


- fine total, but one that the energy and enthus- | 
iasm of our members enabled us to pass on the | 
second issue of which we have soid 286 copies. | 


We may be relied upon to do our best.to main- 


tain and increase even this figure, believing that | 
in our paper we have an excellent medium for | 


the propagation of the principles of Socialism. 
A Sunday School class for the children is 


held every Sunday afternoon, and is well- | 
attended, and after the school a communal tea | 


is provided to which all comrades are most 
heartily invited.— Press ComMITTEE. 


EDMONTON. 
Tue Edmonton Branch of the Socialist Party of 


Great Britain is as active and successful as ever | 


in its endeavour to build up a sound revolution- 
ary party, and thereby justify its name. Des- 
‘pite the broken weather, we have held several 
good open-air meetings during the past month, 
and in order to further equip ourselves for the 
prosecution of. that class struggle, the existence 
of which the pseudo reformers deny, we have 
formed a discussion class, which already is show- 
ing good results, so much so, that even our 
youngest recruit is now able and willing to take 
the chair and open our propaganda meetings. 
Some somewhat sensational developments on 
our local District Council, and the very acute 
form of the unemployed problem manifesting 


_ itself in the district, has enabled our local Punch | 
and Judy politicians to work overtime at the | 


parish pump, but signs are not wanting that the 


unemployed already suspect the motives of those | 
who would lead them. Already two relief com- | 
mittees exist and the formation of a third is con- | 


templated. 


putation that waited upon the District Council 


tisement for a few unprincipled political quacks 


those things we are not idle. 
work clearing the political 


misleaders of the working-class shall find them- 
therefore, fleeting success. 


which over 30 copies of THe Socracist Stan- 
DARD were sold and many intelligent questions 


put and answered to the evident satisfaction of 
all concerned. ; 


five copies of THe Soctatist Stanparp—the 
whole supply we had with us—were rapidly sold 
out. 

The welcome given us and the eagerness dis- 
played by the workers in Waltham will not soon 
be forgotten by those who had the privilege of 
carrying to them the seeds of Revolutionary So- 
cialism. 
time the Socialists had come there and they 
urged us to come again. 
readily promised to return, and it shall not be 
long before the men and women of Waltham 


| I 


| placed in-our position can do. 

sales have been fairly good, and our audiences . 
_ though small at times, turn up regularly and 
| consist mostly of men who will listen and rea- — 
More new members have been enrolled | brilliant. 
| btless have our re- 
ing splendid work by equipping them for a | and ere long we shall doubtless have our re 
more effective fight against working-class ignor- | 


_ tares. 
The following Saturday, Oct. 22, we again visi We are successfully continuing our propaganda, 
ted Waltham, holding two fine meetings—one at . 22V'P8 Only Tailed to old one meeting during 


the Cross, followed by one at the Abbey. Fifty- 


It was, many of them said, the first | 


Needless to say, we | 
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line with Fhe Socialist Party of Great Britain.— 
A. ANDERSON. 


FULHAM. 


| 


; step forward into the field of Socialist politics in 


| 
| 


Here we are doing all that a small branch | 


Our literature 


son, and are not led away by rhetoric, however | 


Solid educational work is being done 


ward. 


We have, of course, to combat the mis-— 


chievous work of other bodies claiming to be 


Socialist, which finds expression in the mental ‘| 


confusion of those who take the floor against 
us. For example, it is a common thing to hear 
it urged against us that trade unionism 
Socialism, and that trade unionists 
Socialists ! 


are 


_ CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 


is | 


However, the red flag is still flying, the know- | 


ledge of: our principles is spreading, and the 


| future is full of promise.—E. J. B. ALLEN. 


WATFORD. 


Past October—and all’s well. 
Excepting for special occasions, we have now 


Closed down our open-air propaganda meetings, 


and are organising a scheme of winter work 
that we hope will keep the branch in evidence 
and Socialism clearly defined before the people 
of the town. Developments will be duly re- 
ported, and although we cannot --knowing the 
neighbourhood and its inhabitants passing well 
—anticipate that these will be of a startling 
nature, we are yet sanguine that before many 
moons we shall have a tale to tell of a growing 


' Class-conscious proletarian fighting force en- 


rolled under the standard of the Socialist Party: 
of Great Britain, pressing sturdily along an un- 
deviating path to the overthrow of capitalism 
and the realisation of the Co-operative Common- 


| wealth. We plough a hard and lonely furrow 


to-day and the field of our endeavours is weed- 
encumbered and all but choked with stubble. 
But what a few can do to clear the ground and 
keep it clear that do we, and to-morrow we reap 
the harvest—or if we do not, it will not be fault 
of ours. 

To all in the fight—Greeting !—Atrc Gray. 


WEST HAM. 


The painfulty pathetic spectacle of the de- | J. J. Texrett’s farcical candidature for N. West 


Ham collapsed at a very early stage, although 


begging, in’ the name of the working-class, | presumably backed officially by the S.D.F. But 


that the master-class should forget its class- | 
hood showed clearly enough that it was neither | b an I : seat. dikes: fe 3 
relief nor yet work that was wanted for the un- | DOFOUSD, 3n@ is never sauished unless he Is 


employed, but merely popularity and self-adver- | 


the “ great’ Joe is never happy unless he has 
a finger in the political pie in this much plagued 


“ raising Cain ”’ all 


si the line, and so he is 
now introducing a 


arliamentary candidate in 


who are misleading the unemployed. In view of | the person of Mr. W. W. Crotch from Norwich, 


We are steadily at , 
atmosphere, and | 


every day brings nearer the time when those | . : 
ae d | sons who have been pursuing tactics detrimental 


selves ‘alone, and an intelligent proletariat will ! even to I.L.P’ism, and for that reason have 


know its true friends in The Socialist Party which | 
will do its duty regardless of temporary and , 


and has succeeded in resuscitating the some 
time dormant N. West Ham Branch of the 
I.L.P.—a branch containing a number of per- 


been expelled from the S. West Ham branch of 
that party. This branch of ‘ don’t-know-where- 
they-ares"’ have apparently at * Joe’s ” behest 


In response to an invitation several of us | etna -* “_ W. eee 8 Parliamentary 
journeyed to Waltham Cross on Saturday, Oct. | candidate for the northern division of the bor- 
isth. A splendid meeting was held, during | ough, so that for our sins we have now two/adour 


candidates, one in each division of West Ham. 
This kind of thing makes our position extremely 


about Socialism and the various working-class | hard. oe si hp sake — ie em 
parties claiming to be more or less Socialist were | 10 SOW S0CIalist seed On virgin soll; Dut Detore 
_ we can do that we have to root up all the labour 


Nevertheless, we are doing fairly well. 
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the past month, that being due to the weather. | 


We are doing very well with literature, both 
STaNDARDs and pamphlets ; and as we have hada 


number of greatly interested listeners and some | 


a further increase in membership. I can con- 


' enquirers, we hope soon to be-able to announce | 


fidently say that we shall be able to keep the | 


uncompromising red flag flying here. —G.J.H. 
—— 


Political economists see nothing but the past; | 
hence future generations will represent the civi- 
lization of political economists bya head reversed | 
_ and looking backward.—Fourtkgr. 
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The Socialist’ Party of Great 
CENTRAL OFFICE: 
COMMUNIST CLUB, 


107, CuarLtotts St., Lonpon, W. 
- CC. LEHANE. 


——_—-1L _ 


Britain. 


General Secretary 


BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St. 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, S.W. 7 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtained only 
through the Executive Committee, Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

) 38, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
Ist and 3rd Sunday in each month at 3 p-m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON .(Central).—W. Woodhouse, Sec., 
95, Kirbey St. Poplar, E. Branch meets 
every Friday at the address given. 

EDMONTON.—A. Jacobs, Secretary, 26, Oxford Rd., 
Lower Edmonton, N. usiness meetings 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

FULHAM.—E. J.B. Allen, Secretary, 49, Mabletho 
Rd., Fulham Cross, S.W. Branch meéts 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

IS NGTON.—]. McNicol, Secretary, 179, Isledon 

~~ Rd., Finsbury Park, N. - Branch meets every 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 8.30 
p.m. at the “ Hope’ Coffee Tavern,” 112, 
Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park, N. . 

PADDINGTON....F. C. Watts, Sec., 154, Ashmore 
Road, Paddington, W. Branch meets every 
oe as $.20:Dan. at Ollins’- Coffee 

avern (foot ridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secrétary, . Evelina Rd., © 
eae S.E* Branch meets every Monday 

: at 0.00 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—]. fone secretary, 5, Rut- 
and Road, Ilford. Branch meets 3nd and 4th 
Tu sin each month at 8.30 at secretary's 


SOUTHWARK.-S. Eden, Secretary, 68, Penrose 
‘St., Walworth. Branch meets every Friday 
at 8,30 p.m., at the Café, Walworth. 

TOOTING.—C. Goss, Secretary, 73, Balham Grove, 

Balham,S.W. Branch meets every alternate 
Tuesday, 8 p.m., at the “ Nelson Coffee Tav- 
ern,’’ 60, High St., Tooting. 

WATFORD.—D. R. Newlands, Secretary, 5, High- 

field Rd., Bushey, Herts. Branch meets every 

Friday at 8 p.m., 73, Harwoods Rd., Watford. 

Economic Class every Sunday at 3 p.m. 

HAM.—G. J. Hodson, Secretary, ‘ Kelmscott,’ 

Sidney Road, Forest Gate, E. Branch meets 

every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 

the address given. 

WOOD GREEN.~J. Crump, Secretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p-m. 


SYDNEY HALL, 


36, YORK RD.., 
BATTERSEA, S.w. 


WEST 


“ 


LECTURES. 


The following Lectures will be deli- 
vered at the above hall 
during November : 


Nov. 6 The Case for Socialism - R. Elrick 


13 Why! left the S.D.F. - 


90 Industrial Evolution and 
its Consequences - fF. C. Watts 


97 Socialism and the Worker 
A. Anderson 


J. Keat 


All are Invited. 
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“THE COMPETITION OF WOMEN. 


a 


Eveny little while a cry goes up that women are 


LONDON, DE 
this country, all tend to decrease the effective 
demand for products while productive powers 
increase at an ever faster rate. The foreign 
trade is going by the board, whilst the home 
market is severely stricken owing to the de- 
creasing purchasing power of the masses and 


displacing men in some industry or another, and | the competition of other centres of production. 


the terror-stricken 

“about the duties of women and the “rights” of 
men, while the dear old platitudes about the 
“proper sphere of women” are trotted out. On the 
other hand there are enthusiastic feminists who 
rave as wildly about woman’s “ rights” and the 


| 
| 


utter selfishness of men, and who assert anar-_ 


chistically that no restrictions whatever should 
be placed on female labour, and who virtually 
claim the right of woman to “blackleg” male 


' 


_ labour if necessary. The advocates of each side, | 


their intellectual vision bounded by the capital- 
ist system, see nothing in the future but the 
gain of men at the expense of women, or the 
employment of women to the detriment of men. 
How superficial are such views and how utterly 
futile are the measures proposed, may be gath- 

. ered from a brief review of this vexed question. 
The fact that women are entering more and 
more into industrial pursuits is too patent to be 
disputed. In trade after trade the fact is noted. 
Here it is the clerks, there the textile workers, 
and here again it is the cycle machinists. Dur- 
ing the altcadecey 1841 to 1891 the number 


| 


| 


of males engaged in the principal manufac- | 


tures has increased by 53 per cent., where- 
as the number of females employed has in- 
creased by no less than 221 per cent. The 
influx of cheap labour into already overcrowded 
industries cannot fail to intensify the already 
acute distress due to the lack of employment. 

The reasons for this increase of female labour 
are not far to seek. ‘lhe precariousness of em- 
ployment for males renders marriage less desir- 
able, forces fathers to send their daughters, and 
husbands their wives, aut to work to supplement 
the family earnings, while on the part of the 
women there is at the same time a growing 
necessity to find something other than marriage 
as a@ means of subsistence. 

The steady increase of power-driven machi- 
nery renders strength less essential in industry, 
while the displacement of handicraft by the 
machine makes it possible to employ a lower 
grade of labour than formerly ; therefore the 
employers, eager as ever to obtain the cheapest 
labour that is profitable, make use of the thrifty 
and industrious womanhood of the country for 
their purpose. . 

Here, as elsewhere, the law of wages is seen, 
and since women can live more cheaply than 
men, they get less in wages. Nay, since women 
and girls are in many cases partly kept by the 
males of the families, and are often only sent 
to work to obtain. dress or pocket money until 
marriage, it requires astill smaller contribution 
from the employer t>wards their kee ; and they, 
of course, usually get it. Women’s wages are 
thus depressed, and men give a portion of 
their wages to subsidise competitors on the 
labour market. 

During the past few years the decline in 
average wages and increase in cost of living has 
been particularly noticeable, whilst the unem- 
olved have grown more numerous than ever. 
The displacement of men by machines, the de- 
velopment of machine industries in countries 
which were once markets for the produce of 


fi 


| 


| 


’ 


tion,” bankruptcies, stagnation of trade and un- 
employment, even without the additional factor 
of a greater over-supply of labour by reason of 
the employment of women. Indeed, the future 
of capitalism is seen to be full of dark clouds by 
even the most optimistic of men. 

What, then, should be the policy of those who 
have the welfare of women truly at heart ? By 
some “woman’s righters”’ the abvlition of ail 
restrictions upon the employment of women is 
advocated as a solution of the question as far as 
women are concerned. It is obvious. that this 
means neither more nor less than the right to 
“blackleg” male labour, since under existing con- 
ditions to become employed at all women must 
work cheaper than men. This must not only 
increase the unemployed by displacing men, but 


it will render it less possible for men to support | 


families than hitherto, thfs forcing moreand 
more wives and daughters into competition with 
husbands, brothers, and each other. To flood 
the alréady overcrowded labour market in this 
way is to make employment more difficult to 
find even at wages that will barely suffice for 
one, not to speak of a family. . This surely is no 
solution. Others, again, advocate the severe re- 


' and raw material they will reap the penefit 


rovement: bufif the meang of pro- 


of every im 
th are the property of a handful of 


ducing wea 


| individuals who use them as a means of Profit 


| pelled to bid to the owners of the 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| has been deducted from 


only, then the greater the skill and number of 
propertyless workers, the fiercer will competi- 
tion be between them, and the ter the por- _ 
tion of their produce they will tacitly be com- 
machinery of 
production in return for permission to earn 2 
living. Since men cannot obtain a livelihood 


| without having access to land and machinery, 


the owners of these wield supreme power Over 


| the non-possessors: and the propertyless jn 


competition are compelled to forego, under the 
forms of rent, interest, and profit, practically 
the whole of what remains after the cost o 
maintenance of the worker and his family 
his total product. 
This, then, is the broad fact. obscure to Most 


| people by reason of the complexity of modern 


society, but at the bottom undeniable. It” en- 
genders the antagonism of interests between 
exploiter and exploited that is the basis of the 
modern war of classes. 

If, therefore, the anomalous state of things 


_ which makes an increase in wealth-producing 
| power spell a decrease in the well-being of the 
| worker, is due to the divorce of the produCers 
| from the means of production, and the owner- 
ship of the latter by a parasitic clasg: the 
| remedy is obviously not the reduction of 80¢j- 


striction of woman’s labour, or the prohibition | 


of female employment except at wages equal to 
that obtained by male labour of similar quality. 
Even were it possible to bring this about under 
capitalist rule, it would be. worse than useless, 
for the following reasons : Owing’to custom and 
predudice, employers would iat most instances 
rather employ a man than a woman, other things 
being equal, and women would hardly be em- 
ployed at all, because they 
than men. This would igflict great hardship on 
those numerous women who must earn their 


would be no cheaper | 


ety’s producing power, but evidently the pwner- 
ship of the productive and distributive yach;- 
nery by the producers of wealth, and an end of 
class parasitism. In short, the disease is jpher- 
ent in Capitalism and can be cured only by So- 
cialism. Quack “ remedies” which touch syMp- 
toms only are useless, the root cause must be 
abolished or the disease will grow worse. 

We now see the only way with women’s 
labour. Neither permissiorto women to “ black- 
leg”’ nor their relegation to the harem is of the 
slightest use. So long as the system of capitalist 


_ production endures, so long must toil and 
| trouble increase for the workers, both men aud 


own living, while machinery and the competi- | 


tion of other centres would soon make the men 
worse off than ever. This again is no remedy. 


| 


hat, then, is the solution ? ‘To find this we 
| possible and undesirable to go back to, that 


myst goa little deeper into the problem than 


wé have yet gone. It should be evident that, | 


within limits, the employment of women should 
vastly increase the national wealth owing to the 
great increase in labouring power that is made 
acceseible to society. Yet at present, we know that 
it would mean greater misery to the wealth-pro- 
ducers. The same is true of all the improved 
methods of wealth production. The greater effi- 
ciency of labour, the improved organisation of 
industry, the increase of labour-saving machi- 
nery should, it would seem, vastly increase the 


wealth and decrease the toil of the people. At | 


| 
| 


present, however, the contrary is true, and every + 
| can only come with the emancipation of yen. 


year sees an intensification of competition, and 


every machine swells the ranks of the unem- | 


| ployed. 


| 
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If the increase in the nation’s wealth does not 
at present benefit the wealth producers; if the 
increase of willing workers and labour-saving 


| 
| 


women. The only hope for both is in Socialisn. 
for then only will wealth producers beneft. by 
a plethora of wealth, and labour-saving deviCes 
mean a lightening of toil. It is now both im- 


dream of thepoet, the middle ages, when each, 
man owned his simple means of producing 
wealth. The mighty modern machine js a 
social instrument, ownership of which imparts 
almost absolute power. ‘Too huge to be owne| 
individually by the worker, the machine must 
be owned socially, and the workers can only 
throw off the yoke of wage-slavery and become 
their own masters by collectively assuming cOn- 
trol of the machinery of industry and using it 
in the interests of the wealth producers. 

The destinies of men and women are bound 
up together, and the emancipation of women 


Socialism is the only hope of the whole working. 


| class irrespective of sex, and The Socialist Party 


| 


machinery serves only to make heavier the bur... 
den of the worker, we have to ask an explana- | 


tion of such an anomalous state of things. The 


explanation is indeed easily grasped. When 
the producers own the means of production | 


of Great Britain is the only party that stands 
for undiluted Socialism.—F. (. W. 


Let no man fear the name of “ Social jst.’ 
The movement of the working-class for justice 
by any other name would be as terrible. 
Fataer WituiaM Barry. 


. s 





reg by j ' 
‘Twat: years-ago the 
were certainly most imperfectly understood by 


or and Opp 
has-hardly grappled the “ pure principle of So- 
cialism” of which he writes. He is undoubtedly 
correct in his assumption ‘that the Cause has 
attracted to ite ranks many wotlld-be politicians 
who find therein “an outlet for their own per 
sonal ambitions, and who, obtaining a following, 


Scag 
are being vi y attacked ; 
who tries. to conceal his ideiitity under a cloak 
of Socialism, is like the ass in the lion’s skin, 
and betrays himself when he begins to bray. 

The false idea of Socialism is still 
increased by the action of that Press es. 
Socialism in every measure touching the work- 
ing-class. Even the late Labour istry in 
Australia was described as “ Socialist,” ris 
the absence from the Senate and House of 
resentatives of a single Socialist member. 

It is admitted that these misleading statements 
have rivetted the attertion of the public on self-_ 
seeking individuals, to the neglect of the “ pure 
principle of Socialism.” This, too, Mr. Gibbon 
finds “noxiousand hostile tothe natural tendency 
of the human race to growth in all directions,” 
for “ by opposing the law of the survival of the 
fittest it valli the unfit to its side.” 

This statement is the portion of Mr. Gibbon’s 
article which needs serious consideration. Now, 
if this hostility to Nature be really present, the 
scientists—and there,are many—who support 
Socialism must be in ‘a somewhat difficult posi- 
tion, for it is on scientific grounds that the 
‘Socialist bases his principles; and it is from the 
Theory of Evolution that he draws his conclu- 
sions ; in fact the Theory of Evolution forms the 
bed-rock of his Economics and Philosophy. How 
then can his Socialism be in opposition to the 
natural tendencies ef the human race? The mis- 
take, only too often made, is due to a narrow 
interpretation of the Darwinian theory. : 

The word “ fittest” is made to apply always 
to the individual instead of to the community 
or species. The “‘fittest”’ then, in the modern 
state of “civilised society,” is the cunningest, 
even though physically and morally rotten ; that 
is to say, the big financier, the swindler, etc! 
No doubt such folk are the fittest. under the 


. \ 


present conditions, but let the present condi- | 


tions be altered, and the fittest to survive will 


be a totally different being. And the present | 


conditions must alter, for modern competition 
between man and man is largely a hot-house 
product, forced on by artificial means, and un- 
fitted to survive long in the open field of 
Nature. 

Furt'ier, this suicidal struggle does not elimi- 
nate, but creates, the “‘ unfit’? and ‘“ unemploy- 
able.” Strenuous competition is apt to throw 
out the capable and fit as well as to increase the 
degradation and misery of the “unfit” by 
heredity. It must be remembered also that it 
is from the section of the “ unfit” that Socialism 
draws none of its recruits, while it is from the 
loafer and parasite at both ends of the social 
scale that the Movement meets with most of its 
opposition. On the other hand, it is from the 
more intellectual and capable of the citizen class 
that Socialism receives its chief support. 

What then is this “ Gospel of the Unfit,” and 
at what system of Society does it aim ? 
mands, broadly speaking, a Society in which 
social production shall be for social use. This 
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#y of Evolution 


the origi 
organic kingdoms, but it must,@ags: 


that, his theores wens 
° ’ m fo rides, 


of theindividual but 
We find too, in “The Descent 
grest- 


est number of the most pathetic members 
would flourish best,” and he points out further 
that cooperation leads to the highest develop- 
ment of a aateee and morality needful for 
the survi the species. 

If we examine carefully this “dependence of 
one being on another” and “the succese—in 
leaving progeny,” we find that the former results 
in the neter, and that co-operation regularly 
takes during the breeding season for the 
sake of protection against a common enemy — the 
combination of séveral species of birds to attack 
a bird of prey is one of the commonest sights in 
nature. IPhie same “ dependence of one being 
on another ” results in the highest development 
of the individual, for we find that individual 
intelligence and activity are conspicuous where- 
ever the members of a species co-operate. 

Among insects none are of higher inteéllect 
than the bees, ants, and termites: Their great 
works—their roads, their storehouses, are all 
marvels of workmanship, and each member of 
the community is capable of performing any 
part of the necessary work. Nor is any greater 
or less than another : an ant that refuses to help 
with food a fellow ant in need of it is killed. 

Among birds, none are of greater intelligence 
than the parrots and cranes, who always live in 
communities and practise mutual help. 

Among mammals there are few that do not 
associate with their species. The happy lives of 

| the members of the marmot communities, and 
the wonderful powers of the beaver are notable 

| examples of the development attained through 
co-operation. 

e find, too, that the monkeys, which show 
the highest development of all ma , except 
man, live almost wholly in societies. Finally, 

| among primitive men, savages, and barbarians, 
communism was the rule, and it is undoubtedly 

| to this that we owe the high development of 

the human race. 7 

So then, the “survival of the fittest” does not 
imply mutual competition, which leads to the 
| destruction and weakening of the species, but 
| rather mutual help. This, however, can only be 

| properly practised in a Society where social mi 

| duction is for social use instead of for individual 

| profit ; and where the individual, freed from the 
degrading and destructive struggle for the 
means of existence, may have time and space to 
fully develope his own individuality without de- 
| priving the other members of his species of the 
necessaries of life. For Socialism by no means 
aims at reducing all men to the same dead level — 


_ asheer impossibility—but rather seeks the deve- | 


lopment of a Society in which Nature, with her 
laws of natural sélection, may have perfect free- 


_ dom from all artificiality, and in which the mu- | 


_ tual law shall be, “ From each according to his 
_ ability, to each according to his rieeds.”” 
| SypNeEy CHASE. 


It de- | 


Tue rich are always content with the lot of 
the poor. —WERTHEIMER. 


| 


4aq>| sors fail fo recognise its basic 
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the 


ve identified themselves, time 
with one of the capitalist parties— 


‘monstrosities of the wicked- 
Labour Part 


Liberal) would see his way to 
future date. Yet only a few 
same mayor bluntly i 
vened by the 


And seo his lordly fellow worm 
poor petition spurn, 
Unmindful iho’ a weeping wife 
And helpless offspring mourn.” — 
So the capitalist-class flouts the claims of the 
worker and the only way for Socialists to check- 
mate them and effectually combat the evil 
tendencies which are the natural outcome of 
Bourgeois domination is by the maintenance of 
complete independence and of uncompromising 
opposition to both wings of the capitalist party. 
Gon plete independence must be the watch- 
word of all Socialists, otherwise we cannot 
wonder at Conservatives regarding us as little 
more than a wing of the Liberal Party. 
James HuTcHEson. 


—w_" 


“ 


Catt ye that a society, where there is no 


longer any social idea extant? not so much as 
the idea of a common home, but only of a com- 
mon over-crowded lodging house, where each, 
isolated, regardless of his neighbour, clutches 
what he can get, and cries “mine!” and calls 


it Peace, because, in the cut-purse and cut- me 


throat scramble, no steel knives, but only a far 
cunninger sort, can be employed. 
‘ T. Cartyte. (Sarter Resartus.) 

Wiru the seizing of the means of pecan 
by society, production of commodities is done 
away with, and, simultaneously, the mastery of 
the product over the producer. hy in 
ra | production is replaced by systematic, 
definite organisation. The struggle for indi- 
vidual existence disappears. Then, for the first 
time, man, in & certain sense, is finally marked 
off from the rest of the animal kingdom, and 
emerges from mere animal conditions of exist- 
ence into really human ones. The whole sphere 
of the conditions which environ-man, and which 
have hitherto ruled man, now comes under the 
dominion and control of man, who now, for the 
first time, becomes the real conscious lord of 
Nature, because he has now become master 
of his own social organisation. . Itis 
the ascent of man from the kingdom of necessity 
tothe kingdom of freedom.” —F'reDerick EnceELs. 
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' perception of the truths unveil 


me , 
December 3rd, - 1904. 
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KARL MARX. 
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Ir has been said by the cynic that each man 
considers himeelf, and each woman considers 
her husband, the greatest of men. Be thatas it 
may, it is not to the man whose influence over 
a few is the greatest, but to him through whom 
has been exerted the most far-reaching influence 
for good over the greatest number of the world’s 
inhabitants and through whom the progress of 
man’s happiness has most largely been caused, 
that must be accorded the premier position in 
the estimation of mankind. 

T am not a believer in the “ great man” 
theory which attributes historical events and 
social changes to the genius, courage, and en- 

rise of this individual or that, but hold 
rather the view that the development of society 
in accordance with natural law through a never- 
ending cancatenation of cause aAd effect, action 
and reaction of forces, has always produced at 


the required juncture, instruments in the shape 


of men for further progress. 
It is always difficult to apprton to any one 
man the share due to him of any great move- 


~ ment or thought or invention, inasmuch as he 


takes advantage of the work done by the many 
who have gone before. Nevertheless. it is always 
interesting to. survey the proportions and gaze 


_ on the personality of the men with whose names 


have been associated movements and ideas which 
have to any appreciable extent influenced the 
thoughts and actions of any considerable section 
of the human race. a 

I think, however, it is not to the man of 
science in the laboratory, not to the man of 
letters in the library, not to the inventor in the 
workshop that we have to look so much as to the 
social investigator and teacher, the world teacher 
who, through the science of society and universal 
philosophy, has shown how best the laboratory 
and literature and aerenete can be Seprif a 
the advantage of the race. If we judge-then by 
this standard and look among the neounkers 
we shall find but one teacher whose influence 
has been manifested in the founding of a school 
of social thought which is world-wide. 
teacher is Karl Marx. 


That | 


Marx is known less in this country than he | 


is on the Continent, but even here are to be 
found a goodly number of people clear in the 
by Marx, and 
more than that, the philosophy, the religion and 
the political ideas of those who are opposed to 
him are leavened by his views. In England as 
in America, jn Australasia as in Japan, in South 
America as in South Africa, and everywhere in 
Europe do we find men with common aims, 
common hopes, and common ideals, building on 
the doctrines formulated by: Marx a practical 
constructive policy for the banishment of the 
social ills from which men suffer, for the laying 
of a satisfactory basis of human life in the es- 
tablishment of a society which shall provide 
adequately for man’s material needs,and through 
his material well-being secure a healthier intel- 
lectual and moral character for the race. 

What, then, was the teaching of Marx? His 
main position is to be found in his Das Kapital 
in which he discusses the economy of capitalist 
society, tracing its origin and development and 
foretelling its ultimate end. His main theses 
were that all rent, interest and profit find their 
source in the unpaid labour of the working- 
class; that from free competition Rabin 0 
must necessarily arise, large capitals being able 
to crush small capitals and absorb them, while 
these large capitals grew ee in the hands of 
individual owner, limited liability company, 
combine, trust ; that through the introduction 
of machinery and the consequent production of 
machinery by machinery, human labour is dis- 
placed and an industrial reserve of unemployed 
is necessarily established ; that this same ma- 
chinery more and more specialises man’s effort 
till man becomes a routine worker carrying on 
monotonous detail operations ; and that arising 
from the industrial anarchy in society as regards 
both production and distribution is the poverty 
and consequent misery of the wage-working 
population. 

Far more wide-reaching than all these how- 
ever, is his materialistic conception of history, 
and his claim that all history has been a history 
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of class struggles which will last until the low- ; 


est class, the class of the workers, gains political 
control and uses the power its members thereby 


gain to abolish all classes by abolishing the | 
_ Durinc the present month there will be two 


_ meetings of the E.C., viz., Saturday, December 


basis of class society, i.e.,. private property in 
the means of living. The materialist conception 


of history, 4s understood by Marx, is not neces- | 
| sarily associated with a belief in scientific or 


physiological materialism—-that all phenomena 


can be explained in terms of molecules or atoms | 
| or any lower form of matter into which molecules 
or atoms can be resolved. Marx’s theory is that | 
| the economic modes of production and of dis- | 
| tribution in any society are, in the main, the 

| governing factors upon which the social struc- | 
| ture, religion, 


litical and juridical relations 
of that society depend. If this theory be sound 


then it follows that any change in any of the ex- | at 
é portunity of attending, but also to those living 


isting relations of man to man must be preceded 


by achange in industrial methods, and thatany | 


phenomena of society. 


ceesee in industrial methods is reflected in the 
That 


Marx was not only a great thinker but | 
a great leader of men can be disputed by noone | 
who hasexamined the political strengthof Social- | 


ism. A man who, in indicating the mainspring 
of social development, has laid the foundation 
stone Of that mighty international movement 
with its millions of adherents; must have been 
equipped with more than ordinary vision. And 
to those who believe that the future of society 
must follow the lines laid down by him, it rea- 


sonably pore that the name of Karl Marx | 
will for time be associated with the most | 
momentous.social transformation heretofore wit- . 


nessed in history. He who in the midst of 
a poverty-stricken exile laid down the princi- 

guiding a world-wide movement destined 
to shape the’society of the future must be 
hailed by friend and foe as one of the world’s 
greatest, and by Socialists as the greatest, 
measured by his influence for the betterment of 
the lives of men and the regeneration of society. 

R. Exrick. 


SOCIALISTS AND LIBERALS. 


MR. WILL THORNE’S VIEW. 


| lowing letter :— 


| 


| 
| 
| 


‘* November I]th, 1904. 


“ De@ Sir,—In reply to yours, with ref ! 
OS 6 ae ee eg ee! tas Branch membership is concerned, the Isling- 


to attending at Mr. Crooks’ meeting to-night, I 


think it will be impossible for me to attend, as [ | 


have to attend a joint meeting at the Brick- 


layers Hall, Southwark, in connecti ith the | te 
Le = 7 nT aan sent in eight Annual Subscriptions and is no 


sections engaged in the building trade. 

“T should like to pojnt out that by the com- 
pact made by the Liberal and Radical members 
of the West Ham Town Council with the Tories 


with a view of defeating the end@ef the Labour | 
Party, it has made it almost impossible for the | 
advanced workers in the borough torenderany | 
assistance to the Liberal and Radical candidate | 
for the north side of the borough. No doubt | 


some of these gentlemen will say that the So- 
cialist and Labour Party made a compact with 
the members of the Council in 1898. 

“But I should like to point out that the com- 


pact we made was with the Liberals and Radi- | 
cals and Irish Nationalists. Many members of the | 


Liberal and Radical Party have been urging a 
compact between Liberalism and Labour, but 


the Liberals and Tories of the West Ham Town 


Council for the election of Mr. Byford as Mayor, | 


and for filling up the vacant aldermanic seats. 


“If this thing is going to continue, then it — 


; : , the S.D.F. This is not so. 
Liberalism :and Labour will become very much | 


seems to me that the gulf which exists between 


wider. I trust that you will have a very success- 


ful meeting. I was thinking of writing a letter | 
to the Press about the compact made by the | 
Liberals and Radicals and the Tory members on | 


the West Ham Town Council. 
“ Yours truly, 
“W. THORNE. 
“Mr. W. Wadley, 
“68, Hampton-road, Forest Gate, E.’’ 


PARTY NOTES. 
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3rd, 3 p.m. and Tuesday, December zoth, 7 


p.m. These meetings will be held at the Com- 
_munist Club, and any member, by presenting 


his membership card, is entitled to be present 


| during the transaction of the business. 
! 


* * 
* 


The practice, initiated by our Provisional Ex- 
ecutive, of throwing the Sessions of the F.C. 


| open to the members, is now a rule of the Party 


and is giving every satisfaction, not only to the 
members who, residing in London, have the op-- 


in provincial centres. A short time ago I re- 
ceived from a member in the midlands a letter 
from which I quote the following : 


* = 


““T am exceedingly well pleased with the tone 
of our paper. It has the genuine ring about it. 


_ I was especially interested in and greatly pleased 


with your report at the General Meeting. The 


| policy pursued, as indicated in your report, is 


the very essence of Democracy. No Tammany 
Hall here! Let everything be done openly and - 


' above board. TZha/s is Socialism.”’ 


& = 


Largely owing to the efforts of our Edmonton 
and Wood Green comrades, there is every likeli- 
hood of a Branchof the Party being soon estab- 
lished in Tottenham, where our comrades have 


_ been conducting a successful out-door propagan- 
da. Last Sunday two of our speakers held a meet- 
| ing at West Green Road at which the names of 
_ several new members were obtained. Two per- 
' sons (not members of the Party) moved a vote 
of confidence in our orgamisation which was 
‘-carried without dissent by the audience. 


& * 
2 


Our Islington comrades are active, and have 


not the slightest intention of being excelled by 
| Paddington or any other Braneh. They have 


obtained, since my last “ Notes’’ appeared, 


_ more new members and are again at the same 
_ rate of increase as Paddington. Of course, mere 
The “Stratford Express’’ publishes the fol-— 


numbers is not all that is required. 
e° ¢ 
* 
- But in addition to keeping well abreast as far 


ton Branch has shewn the lead in the nnmber 


-of prepaid subscriptions obtained for THE So- S 


CIALIST STANDARD. Comrade Sator, alone, has 


doubt looking for more. Here is an example 


that could with advantage be emulated by many 
_ more of our members. 


* * 
& 9 


The sale of the Party Organ will, of course, 
not be so large during the next two or three 
months as it has been during the open-air pro- 
paganda season. [But any possible diminution 
of income from sales can be to a certain extent 
compensated for by an increase in the Annual 


_ Subscriptions. Now is the time to secure them. 


* + 
* 
In Battersea the Sunday Night Lectures at 
Sydney Hall are being continued. I have not 


' yet received the Syllabus for D ber, but 

it has never been suggested or thought of by | : dj eect Taare” 
the Socialists and Labour members with the | gay 4th December, (. Lehane will k 
Tories. You will, therefore, see that there is a | re Gee te ae 
great deal of difference between the compact — 


made in 1898 and the agreement made between ' 


in a position to announce two subjects. On Sun- 


“‘Treland, To-day and To-morrow, ’ and on Sun- 
day, 11th Dec., J. Fitzgerald will lecture on 
“ Reform or Revolution.” Time, 7 p.m. 


# * 
* 


Rumours are afloat that several of our mem- 
bers have quitted the Party and gone back to 
I am not aware of a 
single case where this has occurred. But we 
can readily understand that in circulating the 
rumour the wish is father to the thought. 


C. LEHANE. 


Osstixacy of opinion and heat in argument 


are surest proofs of folly. Is there anything so 
_ assured, resolute, disdainful, contemplative, seri- 


ous, and grave as an ass ?- MOonTaiGNe. 
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OFFICIAL NOTICE. 7 

To facili the traneaction of the business of the 
Editorial aud Manhsoteiee Comtohtes. appointed by 
the Executive Cammittee of The Socialist Party of 
Great Britain to aanpaus ion! officia] Orga n, members of 
the P and other are particu rooms 
to arias all literary communications to the Editorial 
Committee, 5, Arven Road, Highbury, N., and all 
business nce, including Subscriptions and 
Hrtekreay” to A. Anderson, 24, Belmont Avenue, 


Edmonton, N. 
(Signed) C. Lenane, Secretary, 
Editorial and Management Committee. 


Terms of Subscriptions. 


- i, a 
c 


Twelve Months 1 6 


Per Inch, Oné Insertion 
Quarter Column _ do. 
Half Column do. 
One Column do. 


Special arrangements will be made for Advertisements 
to be inserted in more than one issue. 
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SOCIALIST UNITY. 

One of the most important questions raised at 
the International Socialist Congress at Amster- 
dam was that of Socialist Unity. This is by no 
means the first time that consideration 

given to this subject. It has often bee by 
many of those who have taken part in Sociali 
propaganda and Socialist organisation that 
much harm was done by the existence in this 


and other countries of rival Socialist orginisa- . 


tions. And those who have thus felt have been 
anxious to find some means of unifying the 
Socialist parties in each country. The Interna- 
tional Congress has on the present occasion 
contented itself with passing a pious resolution 
recommending the various groups i any country 
to use their best endeavours to secure this end. 

We confess that we are not sanguine that 
anything will be done. And we are by no 
means certain that if anything could be done 
that such thing would be desirable. We areall 
for unity. We believe that unity of party organ- 
isation based upon unity of purpose, unity of 
principle, and unity of method is the one thing 
desirable. But to-day we are only too sure,that 
such unity of party organisation, so far as the 
various groups of Socialists in any country are 
concerned, would be at the expense of unity of 
purpose, principle, and method. 

In the field of Socialist thought and Socialist 
action there are to-day two distinct tendencies 
to be found: the revolutionary and the revis- 
ionist. At one time the main trend of Socialist 
development was essentially revolutionary, but 
to-day the Socialist movement has been over- 
taken by a wave of revisionism. 

In every country where there is anything in 
_ the nature of a Socialist party we havea struggle 
for supremacy between these two opposing ten- 
dencies. And these tendencies manifest them- 
selves in opposing groups. The differences 
existing in France between Jaures and Guesde 
and their respective parties are not isolated 
cases. In Italy we have the parties of Ferri 
and Turati; in Germany we have the Bern- 
steinianers; in Belgium the Socialists are 
almost purely revisionist; in America and 
elsewhere we have similar dissensions. 

In this country we find the same forces, the 
same influences at work. There are in England 
--in addition to The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain---three organisations closely identified 
with Socialism, viz., The Fabian Society, The 
Social-Democratic Federation, and The Indepen- 
dent Labour Party. Of these four organisations 
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the three latter are revisionist, the former is re- 
volutionary. Hence while there exists no appar- 
ent reason—except the jealousy of the individual 
members—why the three revisionist bodies 
should not unite, The Socialist Party, taking its 
stand on the class struggle, which The Fabian 
Society and The Independent Labour Party in 
their writings, and The Social-Democratic Fed- 
eration by their actions deny, is fundamentally 
opposed to these other parties. 

Unity is an important factor in the growth of 
& party, but it is not the most important. Better 
far to havea party, however small, with common 
principles and a common end, than a party, how- 
ever large, which is bound by no tie save party 
interest. We, therefore, who differ from these 
other parties in essential principles—inasmuch 
as we accept the principle of the class struggle 


while they do not—cannot consent to unite our 


forces with theirs. It would weaken both par- 
ties—and the weakening would be more disas- 
trous to the uncompromising section than to the 
revisionist. i es , | 

But, it may-be objected, does not at least the 
Social-Democratic Federation accept the princi- 
ple of the class struggle? Judging from their 
writings one would imagine that they did. But 
judging from their actions they do not. And 
when a party pretends to believe i 
which their actions belie, the most charitable 
construction to put upon the matter is that they 
are avowing their belief’in principles which 
they do not really understand. Their allegiance 
is but lip-allegiance. -—. 

The latest action of the Social-Democratic 
Federation is proof conclusive that they have 
little faith in the principle of the class struggle. 
In the columns of “Justice” recently, the claim 
was put forward that the Social-Democratic 
Federation controlled a million votes ‘in the 
United Kingdom—an average voting strength, 
that is, of nearly 1,500 in each constitdency. 
The absurdity of this claim is shown by the fact, 
first, that the total strength of their organisation 
does not exceed, if we judge by their subscrip- 
tion list, 1,500 in all or two in each constitu- 
ency, and, second, that in those constituencies 
in which their voting strength is the greatest, 
as shown by their being selected for contest, 
their vote has ever failed to reach this number 
of 1,500. If in selected constituences they can- 
not secure this number, how much less can they 
secure it on the average in all the constituencies? 

Why do they raise this absurd claim? Is it 
not that they have ceased to be a purely Social- 
ist party and are going in for mere reform? In 
the first number of Tae SocraList StanparD we 
expressed our opinion that they had become a 
reform party seeking only to secure free main- 
tenance of the children. Now they are acting in 
the stereotyped method of all reform parties and 
are coquetting with the Liberal Party. They 
have written to the Liberal Leader asking him 
for a pronouncement as to the position of the 
Liberal.Party on the question of free mainten- 
ance of the children and of the payment of 
members. Now, what is their position if he 
affirms that the Liberal Party are in favour of 
these two principles? They are morally bound 
to throw the million votes they say they control 
on the Liberal side: they are morally bound to 
give their utmost support to the Liberal. Party. 
Hence their million votes! And the Liberal 
Party, knowing that the million votes are but 
the figment of the Quelchian imagination, treat 
their communications with studied contempt. 

The Fabian Society is a collection of middle 
class men who cannot possibly, if the class war 


theory be correct, believe in that class war. | 


They think the best method of furthering what 
they understand to be Socialism is to join other 
Ne 
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political parties—Tory or Liberal—and educate 
them from within. ““Aind with their type of So- 
cialism they may be perfectly right. But the 
Socialism of the Fabian Society is not the Social- 
iam of the class struggle, not the Socialism of 
the Dresden resolution, not the Socialism of 
anti-revisionism. Their Socialism is a commer- 
cial type—the Socialism of the merchant, of the 
market: as mongrel a breed as the Manchester 
brand of philosophic radicalism. 

The methods of the Independent Labour 
Party are such as might be expected of a party 
which was avowedly the child of political cow- 
ardice. “We-find” said the founders of that 
organisation, “‘ we find that many people dislike 
the name of Socialism and, therefore, we must 
start a party with Socialist principles but 
without the name.” Since its initiation it 
has held unswerving and uncompromising faith 
in the principle of compromise. And now it has 
entered into an unholy alliance with the Labour 
Representation Committee and is already quar- 


| relling with the other organisations represented 


thereon as to who should have the dominant 


voice in the administration of that wing of the , 


Liberal Party. 
We cannot see, therefore, how we can secure 
unity by joining hands with these organise 


‘tions. They are carrying out a policy with 


which we cannot agree, and we, and with us the 
Socialist movement of this country, of which we 
claim to be the truest representatives, would be 
hindered for a space. We are all for unity, but 
it is for a unity firmly established on a common 
aim, and a common method. Any other unity 
is but a delusion. 

We shall continue then to carry on our work 
of propaganda and organisation in our own way, 
trusting that our party will gain the support of 
all those in this. country who are desirousof athie- 
ving unity, and that as time goes by our present 
party nucleus will widen until such time as its 
strength will have rendered it in reality as in 
name the worthy political expression of the 
whole of the Socialist movement'in Great Britain. 

We, for the present, think that a unification 
of Socialist forces in this country is neither pos- 
sible nor desirable. As the years go by our 
work will bear good fruit and we shall grow in 
numbers until the accomplishment of Socialism 
shall have rendered our party unnecessary. Its 
only remembrance will then be in the hearts 
and minds of a happy and contented people— 
the children of The Socialist Republic. 

is? 

Tue really exhausting and really repulsive 
labours instead of being better paid they are 
almost invariably the worst paid of all . . The 
more revolting the occupation the more certain 


-it is to receive the minimum of remuneration. 


Jonn S. Mit. 


In every historical epoch, the prevailing mode 
of economic production and exchange, and thé 
social organisation necessarily following from it, 
forms the basis upon which alone can be ex- 
plained, the folitical and intellectual history of 
that epoch. Consequently the whole history of 
mankind (since the dissolution of primitive 
tribal society, holding land in common owner- 
ship) has been a history of class struggles, con- 
tests between exploiting and exploited, ruling 
and oppressed c . The history of these 
class struggles form a series of evolution in 
in which, now-a-days, a stage has been reached 
where the exploited and oppressed class—the 
proletariat—cannot attain its emancipation from 
the sway of the exploiting and ruling¢ class— 
the bourgeoisie—without at the same time, and 
once and for all emancipating society at large 
from all exploitation, oppression, class-distinc- 
tions and class-struggles.— Marx. 

THE receipt of this paper is an invitation to 
subscribe. ! 
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A LOOK ROUND. 


Tose nose-poking busybodies who consti- 
tute the Charity Organisation Society have 
recently employed themselves a into 
the question of other people’s unemployment and 
have issued an exhaustive report on the matter. 
They have discovered that jose aes and vag- 
rancy are increasing continuously and that there 
is a large, unskilled, unorganised mass, many 
of whom are unemployable, if that word can be 
taken to mean that they have come to dislike 
long periods of continuous labour, and are often, 
in bodily strength and temperament, unfit for it. 
© oe 


At first sight this looked as if the C.0.S. were 


indulging in the prevailing fashion and attack-. 


ing the ‘‘smart set,” but as probably some of the 
Society belong to that set they would hardly cry 
“ stinking fish.” The report contains a number 
summed up 
in more committees, more Hication, better 
organisation of charity and a further enquiry 
and report. nd if all these recommendations 
are adopted the unemployed problem will be 
untouched because the cause of the unemploy- 
ment lies deeper than these people have ever 
poked. When it is solved by the only way, a 


Teor; system, well-fed 
“unemployed like the members of the C.0.S. will 


find circumstances somewhat altered. 
# + : 
= 

Charity, whether organised or unorganised, 
-exists because some folk have more than they 
need and others need more than they have. In 
-a country where labour applied to natural objects 
-can produce more than sufficient for everybody, 
‘such a state is unnecessary as well as unjust. 
In the Socialist Society, where industry is or- 
ganised for the benefit of all, where all perform 
‘their share of the necessary labour and where 
all enjoy without stint the results of the organ- 


. ised effort of the whole community, neither-want 


nor charity need to exist. But the perpetuation 
of the capitalist system and not the establish- 
ment of the Socialist Society is the object of the 
-charity-mongers. 


* 
* 


In a note appended to the report George 
Lansbury, who was a member of the Committee 
of Enquiry, dissents from it, mainly on ques- 
‘tions of principle, such as the reasons which 
have led to increased pauperism in places like 
Poplar and West Ham. He agrees with what is 
‘said as a statement of reasons which have opera- 
ted to accentuate the evil, but does not agree 
that we have created the evil. He is of opinion 
that this lies far deeper in our individual life 


‘than any question of Poor-Law administration. 


This is veering round with a vengeance, for a 
man who has been a Socialist Parliamentary 
candidate and thus has publicly associated him- 
self with the materialist philosophy. 


* * 
* 


Much attention is being given just now to the 
Poplar Labour Colony at Laindon, Essex, which 
is claimed by its promoters to most nearly ap- 

roach to a solution of the unemployed problem. 

he colony consists of some hundred acres of land 
which were presented to the Poplar Guardians 
at a peppercorn rent for an experimental period 
of three years by Mr. Fels, with the option of 
buying it at the price he paid, viz., £2,125. 
Week has been going on for three months, dur- 
ing which time two reservoirs have been con- 
structed and are almost ready for use, living 
quarters have been erected, and nearly the 
whole of the farm colony prepared for cultiva- 
tion. When it is added that the colonist. of 
course, is not supposed to make a resting place 
sufficiently trained 
in agricultural duties, be passed on to some 
other employer, where he will be able to make 
a fresh start in life, it will easily be recognised 
how far from the solution the experiment is. 


* * 
* 


From the point of view of those of the sub- 
merged who are taken from the gutter and 
taught to become competent agricultural work- 
ers some good is done, but as soon as they be- 
come such they enter into competition with 
other workers, and if they are to secure em- 


| 


| 


| of the problem—it merely raises one section of | 
| they pledge themselves to maintain the policy 


| 


| 
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ployment it can only be by driving others, less 


competent perhaps, into the gutter to require | 
treatment by the Guardians in the same manner. | 
| of Free Trade. 


Obviously such a scheme provides no solution 


the community at the expense of another. 
* - * 


In dealing with this problem last month, at- 


greater output with the aid of fewer men. 
chines are introduced to effect a saving, usually’ 


in the wages bill. Last month’s number of the | 
“ Decorator” published a description of the | 


paint-dipping plant recently installed at Wool- 


wich Arsenal. Amrunition and other waggons | 


ieee cs os ae | 
re cupped bodily into tanks containing paint, | Thorne hopes that when the general election 


which is kept agitated by means of revolving 


screws,and may be given three coats in one | 


day, asthe pai les very quickly. The saving | : dee 
) e paint dries very quickly. The saving | working for and voting in favour of men of 


effectedis very great and is likely to be extend- 
ed to other industries. 


* * 
2 


The Liberals have every reason to be satisfied 


with the good work which W. Crooks is doing | 
| who does not understand the principles of So- 


for them, and they must laugh in their sleeves 
when they recollect that he is paid £200 a year 
by the L.R.C. to represent “Independent ” 
Labour. Last month he presided at a bazaar 
organised by the Boro’ of Woolwich Labour 
Representation Association, and in his opening 
address declared that Earl Carrington was one 
of the best friends of Labour, and a democratic 
member of the House of Lords. The workers of 
Woolwich were under more than an ordinary 
obligation to his lordship. If every lord who 
possessed land as Lord Carrington did were as 
good and kindly as he it would be an excellent 
thing for the country. 

* 


* 
* 


So that apparently, in Crooks’ view, land- 
lordism is all right if the landlords are good and 
kindly, and no objection may be raised to the 
House of Lords provided the members are “ de- 
mocrats” and will condescend to place the 
workers under more than an ordinary obligation 
by opening bazaars for them ! 

eo wy 

Of course his lordship was smart enough to 
rise to the occasion and to play the game. He 
returned his most grateful thanks for having 
been allowed to open the bazaar, which he be- 
lieved was entirely run and entirely stocked by 
the free gifts of that great industrial class which 
it was his pride and his privilege to remember 
his own family originally sprung from. It is 
rumoured that he added “and have lived on 
ever since and will continue to do as long as 
you willallow us” but the loud and prolonged 
applause, ably led by Mr. Crooks, prevented 
this from being heard by the assembled sturdy 
sons of Labour. ' 


ro 4 

Since the bazaar Crooks has been the chief 
speaker at a Free Trade meeting at Stratford 
Town Hall,/where the chair was taken by C. F. 
G. Masterman, who was such a persona grata with 
some §.]).F. members when he recently con- 
tested Dulwich that they canvassed for him. He 
is at present the Liberal candidate for North 
West Ham. The Liberal wirepullers, with their 
usual astuteness, are trotting him round the 
constituency in a “non-political” capacity. A few 
days previous to this meeting he took part in an 
Education. confefence and lectured to the mem- 
bers of Grove Congregational Church Literary 
Society. Doubtless he will shortly be present at 
the annual distribution of the Coal and Clothing 
Club, send his best wishes to the annual sale of 
work of the Dorcas Society, and Jook in for a 
few moments at the concert of the amalgamated 
athletic clubs of the district, for thus are elec- 
tions fought and won. 


* * 
* 


At the Free Trade meeting Councillor Anar- 
_ chist Leggatt occupied a seat on the platform,’ 


= 


| together with A. E. Jacobs (I.L.P.), and letters |- 
| | price fixed to be paid to him is £138,449. In 


were read from W. Thorne (Labour Candidate 
' for South West Ham) and C. Boardman (Liberal 


and Passive Resister), regretting their inability | 


_ to take part in the meeting. 
| gathering! After the speeches Crooks proposed 
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Truly a strange | 


~ 
’ 


”~ 


a resolution pledging those present at the meet- 


ing to oppose any candidate at the next election 
who does not guarantee to maintain the policy 
Now, if such candidates are to 
be opposed, their opponents, provided that 


of Free Trade, must be supported. Thus the 
Liberals adroitly lead Labour members and can- 


| didates to admit that there is a difference be- 
tention vas drawn to the effect of the introduc- | 
tion of machinery, involving a greater and | 


Ma- | 


tween capitalist candidates—~a difference in favor 
of Free Traders as against Protectionists, a 
difference in favour of the kites as against the 
crows. It is regrettable that members of the 
S.D.F. and the I.L.P. fall so easily into this trap. 


In the September quarter's report of the Gas- 
workers’ and General Labourers’ Union, W. 


takes place Union members in all parts of the 
country will recognise the absolute necessity of 


their own class. That way’ lies disaster! From 
a Socialist point of view the fact that a candidate 
is or has been a member of the working-class 
is not of itself sufficient. Nothing is to be gained 
by voting for a candidate, whatever his class, 


cialism, and who is not prepared to go to the 
House of Commons as a robs determined, by 
every means in his power, to seek the overthrow 
of the capitalist-class. The average labour 
leader who attaches himself to a section of the 
capitalist political party serves the interests of 

that party and not those of the working-class. 


+ * 
* 


Socialists well understand the motives that 
prompt benevolent plutocrats to build model 
villages, erect sanitary and even palatial factories 
and workshops, admit their employees to a share 
of the profits, and other little dodges of a simi- 
lar character. It is because they are sufficiently 
far-sighted to recognise that it pays. The latest 
is the introduction by Messrs. J. Lyons & Co., 
of the gramophone. This is now kept going 
whilst the workers grind coffee, pack tea, etc. 
A representative of the firm thinks that instead 
of detracting the girls from their work it gives 
them a fillip, Soldiers, he says, march better to 
music, so why should not workers work better ? 

#3 

There is every reason why the necessary la- 
bour should be performed under healthy and 
enjoyable conditions, but such are at present 
adopted only to enable the capitalist class to 
obtain greater results in a given time out of the 
workers. 


* + 


W. C. Steadman, who is Sieeest in the 
“Finsbury Free Press”’ as the ‘‘ adopted Liberal, 
Radical and Labour Candidate for Central Fins- 
bury,” pursues the even tenor of his way and 
plays his part exceedingly well as a decoy- 
duck for the Liberals. Last month he presided 
at a meeting held at Stepney Meeting House to 
hear an address from Mr. Durham Stokes, the 
Liberal Candidate. On the platform were Earl 
Beauchamp, B. S. Strauss, Liberal candidate for 
Mile End, and J. W. Benn, Liberal candidate for 
St. Georges. We would ask our friends who urge 
the workers to vote for men of their own class, 
without insisting that they shall be Socialists, 
whether they consider that Steadman is acting 
as a friend of his class whilst he is playing the 
game of the capitalists in this manner ? 


“: 
one - 


An arbitration case has just been concluded 
between the Liverpool Corporation and Sunlight 
Soap Lever. Some years ago Mr. Lever pur- 
chased 2,200 acres of land at Horwich, adjacent 
to the Rivington Watershed, the property of the 
Liverpool Corporation, for £60,000. Mr. Lever 
gave 400 acres of the land to Bolton, his native 
place, for a public park, and for the remainder. 
which the Liverpool Corporation require for 
public works, he demanded £400,000. The 
Corporation offered to pay £40,000. 9 Mr. 
Lever displayed his “ public spirit” by refusing 
and putting Liverpool Ratepayers to the expense 
of an arbitration, as the result of which the 


this manner our “ model employer ” builds up 
his reputation for good works, and by his own 
hard work (?) becomes enriched. For of such is 
the kingdom of capitalism.- J. Kay. 





Ir should be mentioned at the outset that by 
the “‘Great Public Schools” are meant those 
open only to the members of the Public who 
have long purses or long pedi . They are 
institutions peculiar to. England, where the 
sons of the propertied-class are taught to play 
games well, and to despise both thy labour 
and those who are ish enough to provide 
them with free education and free maintenance, 
while refusing to claim the same for their own 
children. For centuries past it has been the aim 
of all members of the capitalist-class to obtain 
laces for their sons at 
Ay inchiseler, or any other great public school, 
the mere mention of which is to stamp the 
youths as “ gentlemen,” The majority of our 
“famous statesmen” have been educated at 
these “ soeniree os Roars manners and mr 
ing places of a t, generous spirit”; an 
it ts in these pleasant places that our rulersand 
owners have acquired that ‘‘education” which is 
so powerful a factor in fostering class prejudice. 
It will therefore be jnteresting to learn for what 
purpose they were ded. 
In the 14th century, William Wykeham, the 
son of a small farmer, founded the first English 
Public School at Winchester; the Statutes de- 


___ clare that his, purpose was to establish a school 


where a ucation might be given to 
those who desired it but who were unable to 
pay the cost; they were to be pauperes et indi- 


s (poor and needy), and they were to be. 


“clothed, boarded, , and taught entirely 
free of cost”; further, 70 Fellowships at New 
. College, Oxford, were to be reserved for them. 

The number of well-to-do scholars, .paying full 
fees, was limited to10! Well, in 1873 the “poor 
and needy” were being charged £60 a year, 
while 150 scholars were paying full fees. 

The world-renowned ton College was found- 
ed in the 15th century by Henry VI. , The 
scholars, who were to be “ pauperes et indigentes, 


apt for study and of good morals,” were entitled | 
, clothing and: education, | 


to board and lodgi 
free of charge! It is needless to say that only 
the wealthy can afford or dare to send their sons 
to Eton, and the founder would find it difficult 
to recognise his carefully formed, constituted, 
and endowed school in the present famous 
“patrician seminary.” For high-class snobbery 


ton, Harrow, Rugby, | 


an Etonian easily beats all records, and those of | 
_ devoted to luxury and riotoys waste. It is to 


some of the other public schools are hard to 


t. 
In 1512, Thomas Sutton was given permis- | 


sion to found the Charterhouse School for the 
free education and maintenance of poor children. 
\The air of London proving unwholesome, the 
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Perhaps thése notes on the charters of eleven 
of the most famous publi¢ schools will suffice to 
indicate the purpose for which they were 
founded and how that purpose was fulfilled ; 
of course there are many others whose origin and 
development were the same. == 

Although as long ago as 1865 the annual 
revenues of only four of these schools amounted 
to £74,000, gratuitous education is now practi- 
cally non-existent; there are indeed at all the 
above institutions various scholarships, that 
often considerably reduce the fees, which vary 
from £80 to £150, but they are only to be 
gained by those who already have the qualifica- 
tions of birth, influence, and education. : 

Among the boys, wealth and aptness for 
games are of primary importance, and 
“apt for study and of good morals” have to 
endure the “ragging,” so popular, too, at the 
Tiniversities. It is incredible what suffering has 
to be endured by those who come to school to 
work or who refuse to join-in the immoral 
practices so prevalent. The weak are oppressed, 
and the poor are treated with such contempt 
that they often run into debt to escape the stig- 
ma af poverty. Sham patriotism runs riot, and 
the daily attendance at chapel.engenders that 
sham salina which is seldom believed in’ but 


which proves of service in keeping in its place |. 


the working-class. The ignorance of the average 
public school boy is astounding, and well ac- 
counts for the mismana 


tof the late South 
African War, and in a for the decline of 
British industry. Literature, too, may well be- 
come degraded when the leisured classes can 


hardly write half-a-dozen lines in correct En- 


lish. : 
S, The Rev. R. J. Campbell has denounced the 
working-class in 9 way that has even called 
forth remonstrances from most of the capitalist 
papers; no one, however, who knows anything 
of the “ Great Public Schools ” will deny that the 
boys, as a rule, are “lazy, unthrifty, improvi- 
dent, immoral, foul-mouthed, and untruthful 
and sometimes drunken.” “ Betting and gam- 
-bling”’ and “ idle self-indulgence”’ are almost as 

revalent in some public schools as in Park 

ne. 

This is the way in which the commands of 
the founders have been obeyed, and it is for this 
that the poor and needy have been so disgrace- 
fully robbed. The history of the ‘ Great Public 
Schools” is symbolical of the history of the 
world ; the good things produced by and belong- 
ing to the working-class, stolen from them and 


put an end to all this that The Socialist 
Party has been formed, and there is only one 
method by which the working-class may recover 


| its possessions from the capitalist-class, and that 


“poor children” naw resort to Godalming, | 
where plenty of good food and healthy exercise | 
help to form those fine, strapping fellows that | 


form such a contrast to the stunted growth of 
the slum dweller. 


In 1567 L. Sherriff started a free school at | asunder the motley feudal ties that bound man 


Rugby, chiefly for Rugby boys. 
In 1571, John Lyon, a yeoman, formed a 


of the poor children of the parish of Harrow, 
without any charge for the same.” Harrow 
School, second only to Eton ! 

The Merchant Taylors’ School was founded 
in 1560 for the free education of 250 boys, who 
alone should be eligible for some 50 Scholar- 
ships and Fellowships at St. John’s College, 
Oxford. 

In Edward VI.’s reign many free schools were 
started, including Shrewsbury School, and 


is—Expropriation.—Sypxey CHase. 


Tue bourgeoisie, wherever it has got the 


' upper hand, has put an end to all feudal, patri- 


archal, idyllic relations. It has pitilessly torn 


to his “ natural superiors,” and has left remain- 


1 a | ing no other nexus between man and man than 
school at Harrow for the “ perpetual education | 


naked self-interest, than callous “cash pay- 


| ment.” It has drowned the most heavenly ecs- 


tacies of religious fervour, of chivalrous enthu- 


' siasm, of philistine sentimentalism, in the icy 


water of egotistical calculation. It has resolved 
personal worth into exchange value, and in 


' place of the numberless indefeasible chartered 
| freedoms, has set up that single, unconscionable 


freedom-—F'ree Trade. In one word, for ex- 


| ploitation, veiled by religious agd pdlitical illu- 


Christ’s, Hospital in London for the sons of the | 


“very poor.” Christ’s Hospital, indeed, has long 


been of advantage to tlie hard-worked city clerk | 
and the ill-paid curate, but with its removal to | 


Horsham, it will doubtless soon become, like 
Charterhouse, a place where the working-class 
will give free education and free mainten- 
ance to the sons of the wealthy. 

St. Paul’s School was founded by the great 
Dean Colet, who ordained that it should be free 
to ‘153 children of all nations and countries.” 

At Westminster School it was placed on the 
statutes that 40 scholars were to be educated free 
and freely boarded at the expense of the Dean 
and Chapter. 

Dulwich College was founded by Edward 
Alleyn for the “ free education of poor boys.” 


Q 


| Monday a rep 


sions, it has substituted naked, shameless, direct, 
brutal exploitation.— Tre Comwunist ManirEsto. 


Ix conversation with the directing officials of 
the Church Army, at its headquarters last 
reserftative of the “ Morning Ad- 

vertiser”” learnt that the exceptional distress 


' now prevailing had very greatly increased the 
| stress of work which the organisation has nor- 
| mally to bear at the present season of the year. 


During the month of October the applicants: at 
headquarters for help exceeded by 61 per cent. 
the total of those who similarly applied in the 


| ae opie month of 1903. It is noticeable, 
1e 


' also, t 


representative was told, that many of 
these destitute persons come from a superior 
claas. a 
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as the defenders of Individualism, 

According to them Socialism will. be the sac- 
rificing of the individual to Society. 

Is any foundation for such statement? 

None. | 

Socialism is not.an obstacle to the physical,. 
intelectual, or moral development of man. 

On the contrary, it is to-day the only social 
order on att of assuring the preservation of 
the individual. 


Not only is capitalism the opponent of Indi-- 
vidualism but it is its most redoubtable enemy. 

Bourgeois society has sacrificed the living to- 
the dead, the productive majority to the parasi- 
tical minority. Jt has made man a slave to the 
Rich. It has turned against the individual all 
the forces that have been forged to conquer 
Nature. — ce 

The individual has nothing to hope for, but 
everyhing to. fear from a continuation of Capi-- 

sm. : 

The exploitation of man ‘by man, of which 
the defenders of capitalism demand the con-- 


tinuance, is a powerful factor of organic de- 


Denial is impossible. : 

Under capitalism man loses his means of 
action and development. 

The iniquitous social system -deprives him of 


the most /pritnitive rights, refuges his the means. 


of wealth production, the products of his hand 
and brain, condemns him to live in slavery,. 
poverty, and ignorance. : ie 
Under this régime man weakens, deforms, 
The degeneration of the people, submissive: 
to capitalism, is not controvertible. = | 
It is proved—we have established it elsewhere 
—by a decrease in height, weight, muscular 
force, fertility, sight, hearing, smell, memory, 
etc., and by an increase of professional maladies, 
bodily deformities, accidents, lunatics, etc, + 
The cause of those evils is known, it is the 
exploitation of‘man by man. : 
The interest of the individual demands the 


abolition of social inequalities, the microbe of 


all degeneracy. 
Socialism demands: 


The integral development of man, physically,. 
intellectually, and morally, the free growth-of 
the individual. 

Scientific Individualism—Indwidualism in its 
highest essence— is SociaLism. 

Let us prepare its triumph. 


From the French of Désiré Desc amps. ~ 


by A. W. Pearson. 


He that is down needs fear no fall. 
Pireriu’s Procress. 


& & 
& 


Better to hunt im fields for heal 
Than fee a doctor for a nauseo 


& & 
& 


This mournful truth is everywhere confessed, 
Slow rises worth by poverty depressed. 
Dr. Jonson. 


unbought,. 
draught. - 
Dryven. 


® 
& 
‘“‘ Master, I marvel how the fishes live in the 


8a ; 
“Why as men do a-land: the great ones. eat- 
up the little ones.” — SHAKESPEARE. 


& & 
& 


Tue law is a sort of hocus-pocus science, that 
smiles in your face while it picks your pocket ; 
and the glorious uncertainty of it is of more- 
use to the professors than the justice of it. 


MACKLIN. 


& & 
@ 


I never could believe that Providence had 
sent a few men into the world, ready booted and 
spurred to ride, and millions ready saddled and 
bridled to be ridden.” — 

Ricnarp Rumpoip, when on the Scaffold (1685). 


2 & 
oF 


Tur Co-operative movement has to some ex- 
tent lost sight of the great aim which Robert 
Owen had in view, which was to raise the whole 
of the members of the community by. reorganig- 
ing the forces and circumstanceg which - 
erned their lives.—Co-operative ANNUAL, 1902. 


-@ party it is at the present time. 
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Correspondence. 


(TO THE EDITORS.) 
Our comrade Hawkins forwards a copy of the 


- €ollowing letter which he has received: 


| “Draviel, 15.11.04. 
“Dear Comrade,—I have just received No. 3 
of Tux Soctauist STANDARD, containing your 


intetview, and I am glad to find that you have | 


given a very full and faithful account thereof. 

“ Trusting that the paps will be successful: 
and with my best thanks and our kind regards 
sto Mrs. Hawkins and yourself, 

“Yours fraternally 
“ PauL LaFARGUE.”’ 


4 


“w 


12, sa oa: Road, 
lapham Junc., S.W. 
14.11.04. 
Dear Comrades,—Just a few lines of congrat- 


ulation. I am glad to see that a straight, uncom- | 


promising Socialist party has at last entered the 
political field. If ever there were need of such 
When one 
looks around and sees the so-called Socialist 
‘parties wobbling about, advising the workers to 
do one thing one moment and the opposite the 
next, it is no wonder that the workers are in a 
-chaotic state. - It is no wonder that they -are 
apathetic. Therefore, when almost at the last 
moment as it seems, a straight party springs into 
existence, I cannot but feel that every success 
-should meet its progress. I think that if you con- 
-tinue as you have begun, the’ workers will wake 
up from their apathetic mood and support you 
wherever you lead. I am heartily pleased with 
“Tue SociaList STANDARD, and wish it every 
-gsuccess. I, at any rate, will do my best to 
_advertise the paper and forward the Cause. 
I remain, yours fraternally, 
) Re: ae Davey. 


ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS. -: 


F.M. (Hamburg).—Your note to hand. Shall be | 


pleased to hear from you further at any time. 


“C, F. (Kentish Town).--Hardly suitable, but try again. | 


H.C. (Canning Town).—You are quite mistaken in 
supposing that we should not welcome the pro- 
vision of adequate maintenance of all school chil- 
dren. Nothing which we have ever said or written 
could bear any such construction. What we do be- 
lieve is that nothing in the shape of adequate free 


Maintenance will be given by any section of the | 


capitalist party, aod that anything short of adequate 
tmaintenance is not worth fighting for. When we 
have the working-class of this country organised on 
a Socialist basis and as a Socialist political party, 
we shall deal with all these matters as part of a 
regular revolutionary programme, but at present 
we can gain nothing by soliciting reforms and 
favours from a class against whose material inter- 
ests it would be to grant them. We shall treat of 
this matter fully in a subsequent issue. 


A.M.(Manchester).—1. We think you will find the matter 
discussed at length in Giffen’s ‘‘ Essays on Fin- 
ance.” 2. Mulhall covers too short a period. We 
hope to be able to furnish the figures in some 


future issue when we have time to work them out, 


J. C. T. (Birmingham).—The facts may be as stated 
but the source is so very unreliable that you can- 
not quote without some independent evidence. 2. 
We can afford to display indifference. 


J. B. (Plymouth).—We shall consider the matter. 


°T. R. T. (Newhaven).—Anyone can join The Socialist | 


Party of Great Britain by signing our Declaration 
of Principles as shewn on page 7. 
forms to anyone who wishes to join. It is, of 
course, more interesting to have a Branch in the 
locality to which you can belong, but failing tis!s, you 
should belong tothe Central orgarisation pendiny 
the formation of a Branch. We shall be pleased 
to furnish any further information either direct or 
through our columns. 


—— ee 


LITERATURE AGENCY. 
Branches and members should purchase their 
literature through the Party Agent, F. C. Watts, 


154, Ashmore Road, Paddington, London, W..: | 


Write for particulars as to terms, etc. 


The class meets weekly and is free to all. 


_ On application to J. Fitzgerald, 34, Wilmington 


Square, London, W.C., full particulars will be 
sent. 


f 
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We can send | Sums up our position here. 
port although three meetings had to be aban- 
-doned owing to the rain, nevertheless we have 


, held four meetings in Waltham, four in Edmon- 
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er 
¢ THE SOGIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN. 


OBJECT. 
' The establishment of a system of sociéty based upon the 
common ownership and democratic control of the means and 
instruments for producing and distributing wealth by and in the 


interest of the whole community. 


DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES. 


THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF GREAT BRITAIN ° 


HOLDS— 


That society as at present constituted is based upon the own- 
ership of the means of living (i.e., land, factories, railways, etc.) 
by the capitalist or master-class, and the consequent enslavement 
of the working-class, by whose labour alone wealth is produced. 

hat in society, therefore, there is an antagonism of interests, 
manifesting itself as a class struggle, between those who possess 
but do not produce, and those who produce but do not possess. 

That this antagonism can be abolished only by the emancipation 
of the working-class from *the domination of the master-class, by 
the conversion into the common property of society of the means 
of production and distribution, and their democratic control by the 


whole people. : 


That as in the order of social evolution the working-class is 
the last class to achieve its freedom, the emancipation of the 
working-class will involve the emancipation of all mankind with- 


out distinction of race or sex. 


That this emancipation must be the work of the working 


class itself. 


That as the machinery of government, including the armed 
forces of the nation, exists only to conserve the monopoly by the 
capitalist-class of the wealth taken from the workers, the working- 
class must organise consciously and politically for the conquest of 
the powers of government, national and lo¢al,’in order that this 
machinery, including these forces, may be converted from an 
instrument of oppression into the agent of emancipation and the 
overthrow of privilege, aristocratic and plutocratic. 

That as all political parties are but the expression of class 
interests, and as the interest of the working-class ‘is diametrically 
opposed to the interests of all-sections of the master-class, the 
party seeking working class emancipation must be hostile to every 


other party. 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain, therefore, enters the field 
of political action determined to wage war against all other political 
parties, whether alleged labour or avowedly capitalist, and calls 
upon the members of the working-class of this country to muster’ 
under its banner to the end that a speedy termination may be 
wrought to the system which deprives them of the fruits of their 
labour, and that poverty may give place to comfort, privilege to 


equality, and slavery to freedom. 


FROM OUR BRANCHES. 


ae 
Reports from Branches for insertion under this 
heading ust be tn BEFORE the 20th of each 
month, otherwise they cannot appear. 
EDMONTON. 
Another month of good work well done fitly 
Since our last re- 


ton and three‘in Tottenham. These meetings 


“hove been very successful and, as a result, the 


_ Edmonton Branch is not only stronger in every 


way bu: a sound Branch will soon exist in Tot- 


| tenham alo. 


On Sunda,, November 20, we had a field-day, 


‘the meeting at ‘West Green Rd. lasting nearly 


four hours, during y“hich five critics—two from 
the Temperance Paty, two from-the S.D.F. and 
one from the Primrose\_League —had each a turn 
on the platform. Need. ss to say the criticism, 
which was more or less iviendly and certainly 


/ courteous—in striking contiast to that which 
_ greeted us in the evening at, Edmonton—was 


effectively answered, so much ‘50 that a resolu- 


| tion thanking The Socialist Party of Great Lri- 


tain for the addresses delivered and pledging 
the meeting to work for the realisation of the 
object of that Party, moved and seconded by 
two of the audience unknown personally to any 


of us, was carried unanimously by the meeting. 


A good sale of THE Soctarist Stanparp and an 
increase of three to our membership were also 
pleasing features of an all-round good meeting. 

In the evgning at Angel Road,Edmonton, we 
proceeded tg hold our usual meeting, but before 
half-an-hour had elapsed the local S.D.F. had 
planted their platform on the edge of our audi- 
ence and commenced a series of antics that 
compelled almost everyone to laugh. We have 
entirely failed even yet to learn what was the 
matter with them. They put up Mr. Thomas, 
Mr. Pearson, and Mr. Mercer, each of whom 
had two trials to take the attention of the audi- 
ence from our speaker but in this they absolutely 
failed ; abandoning their platform they tried to 
break up our meeting by entering the audience 
and trying to incite a portion of it to riot. In 
this they failed also and eventually when close 
upon 10 p.m. the police, as usual, had to make 
us close our meeting, it fell to the lot of the 
revolutionary Social-Democratic Federationists 
to cheer the police and to exhort them to “lock 
the -up.”” However, the police are not 
yet the servants of the S.D.F. no matter how an- 
xious one of the latter evidently is to become 
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the servant of the former. et ee 

Still, be those things as they may, the Edmon- 
ton Branch of The Socialist Party of Great 
Britain is in high spirits and full of confidence. 
We have no desire to bluff ourselves nor yet an- 
| other body, but the steady sale of Tue SociaList 
Stanparp and the foolish tactics of those who, 
to suppress an opponent, would jeopardise the 
right of public meeting by trying to turn orderly 
meetings into bear-gardens, will yet, and we 
beli‘ve very soon, show effectually that our 
Party is right, that our Party is justified and 
alone worth of the confidence of the working- 
class. Speed the day !—A. AnpErson. 


FULHAM. 
Tut meetings we have held here have been 
successful from the numerical standpoint, and 
the sales of our paper have been fairly good 
considering the largé number of men there are 
unemployed in this district. The week-night 
meetings that we hold at Fulham Cross at i a 
oti Wednesdays are better attended than the 
Sunday morning meetings and have been very 
successful. Once the summer comes again (as 
the poet sings) this brangh wi'l be placed on 
on afirmer footing. We are getting well known 
now and a good number of men are beginning 
to undertand which is The Socialist Party. 
—E. J, B. Atcen. 


4 
ISLINGTON. |. 

With the departure of the last leaves of autumn 
and the arrival of hoar winter with his chilly 
blasts comes a falling off in the attendance at 
our open-air meetings. Too great are the temp- 
tations of the cheery inglenook and the fireside’s 
genial glow. No longer do the opening buds of 
spring, the full-blown flowers of summer, or the 
many hued leaves of autumn bring the people out 
to the parks clad in their dainty raiment. No 
longer the proletariat acura “Sunday best” to 
stroll through the thronged avenues——[We 
have cut out thirteen foolscap pages of similar 
matter to the above.—EpitroriaL CoMMITTEE.]|_ 

So we may ae to ourselves the falling off 
bothin the number of our meetings and in the 
number of the audience at those meetings. We 
have, however, done something in this direction 
and shall continue while the weather allows. We 
are somewhat hampered in our work by the fact 
that a number of our members are working in 
enforced overtime. It is not for us to point out 
the anomaly of such: overtime in view of the 
number of people at present unemployed. Suffice 
it tosay that it is this very unemployment which 
the capitalist employs as a lever to force men to 
work excess hours. 

Fraternal greetings and a promise of rare do- 
ings from the merry village of Islington. 

Percy O’Brien MacTavisn. 


PECKHAM. 

I au sorry I was too late for you last month. It 
was not because there was nothing doing, for, 
as a matter of fact, things have been very lively 
in Pekham. The Liberals have been holding 
open-air meetings which we have attended, and we 
have asked pertinent questions, which have been 
talked round. The Liberals allowed opposition, 
so Comrade Belsey and others put forward our 
position, and this was well received by the 
audience. I may say the Liberals were discussing 
the fiscal policy, and we challenged them toa 
debate on the subject, but this was not accepted. 

Wehad some handbills printed and distribu- 
ted attheir meeting, announcing a mass meeting 
of The Socialist Party of Great Britain to take 
place at the same spot on the following Monday. 
We wrote Comrades Lehane, Kent, and Ander- 
son, but owing to its turning out such a wet night 
they did not put in an appearance. It left off 
raining by the time for starting, and in spite of 
the weather we had a good meeting, which was 
adjourned till the following Monday. At the 
adjourned meeting Anderson turned up and met 
with such success that we had a third meeting, 
when Anderson was again the speaker. Our 
audience was quite as large as that of the Lib- 
erals, and Anderson, in spite of the bad weather | 
(all thee Mondays were wet), was kept until | 
past 11 o’clock answering questions. | 
* Weare still carrying on our outdoor meetings. | 
We had a good meeting at Peckham Rye on | 
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Sunday (13th) morning, and we intend having 
one on Sunday next, weather permitting. 


. The brahéhy meetings are well attended, as are 


also our Friday night discussions. We have 
also made several new members and altogether 
are going on satisfactorily —-W. Russett. 


WOOD GREEN. 
SINcE my last report of the Movement in Wood 
Green several really good and successful open- 
air meetings have been held, both from a stand- 
point of the numbers attending Mime 
intelligent interest shown by num@ageisg 
and lively discussion. Perhaps the most i 
ant of those meetings was the oné held on Oct. 
23rd, when there was a debate ei C. Horn, 
of New Southgate, and comrade A, Anderson, 
of Edmonton. 

The debate arose out of a.previous meeting 
at which C. Horn was present, and at which the 
speaker, Anderson, referred very plainly to the 
conduct of C. Horn (who claims to be a Social- 


-ist and is a late member of the S.D.F.}in actively 


supporting a Liberal capitalist candidate for 
parliamentary honours, thus betraying the work- 
ing class. Now the two men meet, the one to 
defend opportunism, the other for uncomprom- 
ising revolutionary Socialism. It was a sight 
never to be forgotten to see the great mass of 
faces turned towards the speakers, eager to take 
in the whole argument, and anxious to show 
their appreciation of the many good points. 

Comrade Anderson was never in better form, 
and never before have the workers heard in 
such plain language the principl 
This evidently told, not only upog{ the audience, 
but npon Horn himself, for his last words were 
“ It is quite true the emancipation of the workers 
must be the work of the working-class them- 
selves.” 

At the conclusion of the debate the meeting 
did not break up, but nearly the whole of the 
audience remained to listen to another address. 
The meeting commenced at 11 o’c. and closed 
at 2.30. | 

Another feature 
SOCIALIST STANDARD is going well, many people 
asking for the first and second numbers, 

| —Joun Crump. 


THE first care of the Italian se apirh ob- 
taining control of the administration of the city 
Reggi-Emelia has been to adopt the following 
series of commandments for use in the public 
schools, to impress the children with the ethics 
of citizenship and the religion of humanity : 

“ Love thy schoolmates, for they will be thy 
co-workers for: life. 

“Love knowledge—the bread of intellect: 
cherish the same gratitude toward thy teacher 

toward thy father and mother. 

‘Make every day thou livest the occasion for 
some good and beneficial deed ; always sow the 
seeds of kindness. 

‘Honour good men and true women ; esteem 
all men as equals; bend thy knees to no one. 

“Bear hatred to none, and insult none; the 
word ‘ revenge’ shall be excluded from the vo- 
cabulary ; but stand up for thy rights and resist 
oppression. 

‘Do not be a coward ; stand by the weak and 
respect and love justice.’”’— Eastern Herald. 
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SUPPORT THE SOCIALIST PARTY. 


and benefit yourself by purchasing your goods at 


The Stores, 127, York Rd., Battersea. 


5 per cent given to purchasers and 5 per cent cf pro- 
fits given to Branches. Trading vouchers can. 
obtained of Secfetary, Battersea Branch. 


' All Goods at Store Prices. 


Branch. Secretaries and others 
SHOULD NOTE THAT 


JACOMB BROS. 


Can do their printing as Cheaply and as 
well as anyone else. 


JACOMB ‘BBOS., T.U. Printers, 
Wingfield Rd., Stratford. 
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“CENTRAL OFFICE: 


COMMUNIST CLUB, ‘© 
’ 107, CHarztotrg St., Lonpon, W. 
General Secretary - - CC. LEHANE. 
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BRANCH DIRECTORY. 


BATTERSEA.—A. Jones, Secretary, 3, Mathew St.,. 
Latchmere Estate, Battersea, S.W. Branch 
meets every Monday at 8.30 p.m. at Sydney 
Hall, York Road, Battersea, fw. 

CENTRAL.—Business transacted every Saturday at 
the Communist Club, 107, Charlotte Street, 
Fitzroy Square, London, W. Membership in 
the Central Branch can be obtammed only 
through the Executive Committee. Applica- 
tions should be sent to the General Secretary. 

CLERKENWELL.—Kate Hawkins, sec., 47, Wil- 
mington Square, W.C. Branch meets every 
Ist and 3rd Sunday in each month at 3 p.m. 
at 34, Wilmington Square, W.C. 

EAST LONDON (Central).—W. Woodhouse, Sec.,. 
95, Kirbey St., Poplar, E. Branch meets 
evety Friday at the address given. 

EDMONTON.—R. Kenn , Secretary, 35, Vernon Rd., 

- Tottenham, N. Business meetings at 24, Bel- 
mont Avenue, Lower Edmonton, every Fri-. 
day at 8 p.m. 
FULHAM.—E. J. B. Allen, Secretary , 49, Mabletho 
Rd., lke Cros§ S.W. Branch ea et 
every Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. 

ISLINGTON.—J. McNicol, Secretary, 179, Isledon 
Rd., Fi J Park, N.. Branch meets every 
2nd and 4th Tuesday of the month at 830- 
p.m. at the “Hope Coffee Tavern,” 1132, 
Fonthill Road, Finsbury Park,®. 

ST ae C. Watts, Sec., 154, Ashmore 

Paddington, W. - Branch meets every 
Wednesday at 8.30 p.m., at Ollins’ Coffee- 
Taverg (foot of Lock Bridge), Harrow Road. 

PECKHAM.—W. Wren, Secretary, 91, Evelina Rd.,. 
Nunhead, S.E* Branch meets every Monda 
at 8.30 p.m., at 33, High St., Peckham, S.E. 

ROMFORD DIVISION.—J. Kent, secretary, 5, Rut- 
land Road, Ilford. Branch meets 2nd and 4th 
Tuesdays in éach month at 8.30 at secretary’s. 

e address. 

SOUTHWARK.—S. Eden, 
St Walworth. Branch meets every 
at 8,30 p.m., at the Café, Walworth. 

TOOTING.—C. Goss, Secretary, 73, Balham Grove, 
Balham,S.W. Branch meets every Wednes-. 
day at 8.30 p.m., at 61, Glasford Street, 

. Tooting. 

WATFORD.—D. R. Newlands, Secretary, 5, High- 
field Rd., Bushey, Herts. Branch meets every 
Friday at 8 p.m., 78, Harwoods Rd., Watford. 
Economic Class every Sunday at 3 p.m. 

WEST HAM.—G. J. Hodson, Secretary, ‘Kelmscott,’ 
Sidney Road, Forest Gate,E. Branch meets 
every alternate Wednesday at 8.30 p.m. at 
the address given. 

WOOD GREEN.—J. Crump, Seeretary, 10, Stanley 
Villas, Westbury Avenue, Wood Green, N. 
Branch meets every Thursday at 8.30 p.m. 


, 63, Penrose 
Friday 


The Socialist Party of Great Britain. 


BATTERSEA BRANCH. 


SYDNEY HALL, 
36, YORK RD.. 
BATTERSEA, S.W. 


A GRAND 
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| Rew Year Social & Dance 


WILL BE HELD AT ABOVE HALL ON 


JANUARY st, 1905, at 5 p.m. 


Short Addresses will be delivered during the 
Evening. 


Admission - Sixpence. 


All are Welcome. 
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